Task 4 
 
Safeguarding in an area which is not your main area of work 
 
Guidance:  
Social Care Wales require newly qualified social workers to provide evidence of their understanding of safeguarding work with adults and children. The assignment below will enable you to demonstrate this. N.B. if your usual area of work is with children please write about adult safeguarding. If you usually work with adults, then write about child safeguarding.  Ensure you meet the learning out comes for this task (see appendix 5 of the handbook). 
 
Question a: 
In an area that is not your main focus of work (see guidance above), explain the relevant legislation, and the national, local and organisational policies and procedures for safeguarding.  
 
Child safeguarding in Wales is shaped by a clear legal and policy framework that focuses on protecting children from harm through accountability, shared responsibility and a rights‑based approach. The main legislative foundation is Part 7 of the Social Services and Well‑being (Wales) Act 2014, which places duties on organisations and professionals to report concerns about children at risk and to work together to safeguard them. The Act also requires the establishment of Regional Safeguarding Boards, which oversee safeguarding arrangements and support consistency across Wales. 
These legal duties are supported by the Welsh Government’s Working Together to Safeguard People guidance (Welsh Government, 2016). This statutory guidance explains professional roles and responsibilities, sets out expectations for information sharing and cooperation, and clarifies thresholds for safeguarding intervention. It provides a shared reference point for practitioners working across different agencies. 
In practice, child safeguarding work is guided by the Wales Safeguarding Procedures 2019. These procedures apply across statutory, voluntary and independent services and replaced the former 2008 child protection guidance. The procedures provide clear, practical direction on recognising concerns, reporting and triaging information, holding strategy discussions, undertaking child protection enquiries and making joint decisions (Social Care Wales, 2019). Their digital format allows updates to be made as practice and policy develop, supporting consistency across regions. 
A defining feature of safeguarding in Wales is its strong focus on children’s rights. The Rights of Children and Young Persons (Wales) Measure 2011 requires Welsh Ministers to give due regard to the United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child when developing policy and guidance (Children and Young Persons (Wales) Measure 2011). This reinforces the importance of listening to children, promoting participation, and ensuring that their best interests remain central to all safeguarding decisions. 
Although Wales has its own safeguarding legislation, key UK laws continue to play an important role. The Children Act 1989 provides the legal basis for child protection enquiries, emergency protection and care proceedings, while the Children Act 2004 strengthens duties for agencies to work together. Welsh guidance explains how these Acts sit alongside the 2014 legislation, helping practitioners understand when and how statutory powers should be used (Children Act 1989). 
At a regional and local level, safeguarding arrangements are supported by additional protocols and procedures. These may cover areas such as pre‑birth assessments, domestic abuse, safeguarding disabled children or local learning review processes. Such guidance helps translate national policy into local practice while responding to specific community needs (Social Care Wales, 2019; Welsh Government, 2016). 
Information sharing is an essential part of safeguarding. Data protection law allows professionals to share information without consent when this is necessary to protect a child. Practitioners must ensure that sharing is lawful, proportionate and well documented, in line with organisational and multi‑agency agreements (UK GDPR; Data Protection Act 2018). 
Organisations also have clear responsibilities to support safe practice (Preston‑Shoot, 2017). This includes having strong internal safeguarding policies, safer recruitment processes, effective supervision, clear reporting routes, whistleblowing procedures and accurate record‑keeping. Services are expected to align their internal arrangements with the Wales Safeguarding Procedures to ensure consistent and lawful practice. 
Overall, safeguarding children in Wales operates through a joined‑up legal and practice system that places children’s rights, safety and wellbeing at its centre. It depends on professionals working together, sharing information appropriately and applying the law proportionately to promote protection and accountability. 
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Question b: 
Reflect on the difference between safeguarding in adults’ and children’s work 
 
The key difference between child and adult safeguarding in Wales lies in how risk, vulnerability and decision‑making are understood. Children’s safeguarding assumes that children are inherently vulnerable and require protection. The law prioritises the child’s welfare and places a clear duty on professionals to act where there are concerns about harm (Munro, 2011). This includes reporting worries promptly and taking decisive action, such as section 47 enquiries or emergency or care proceedings, when thresholds are met. Regional Safeguarding Boards support this work through the Wales Safeguarding Procedures, which provide clear guidance on assessment, thresholds and escalation across agencies. 
Adult safeguarding operates under a different welfare framework. While the Social Services and Well‑being (Wales) Act 2014 also places duties on professionals to report concerns and make enquiries, decision‑making is guided by principles of voice, choice and control (Social Services and Well‑being (Wales) Act 2014). Mental capacity is central. Where an adult has capacity, their right to refuse support is generally respected unless there is a serious or immediate risk to them or others. Adult safeguarding measures, such as Adult Protection and Support Orders, are designed to be least‑restrictive, requiring practitioners to balance protection with respect for autonomy and human rights. 
These differences strongly influence how consent and thresholds are applied. In children’s safeguarding, consent is considered through parental responsibility and best‑interest decision‑making, and agencies are expected to act quickly where significant harm is suspected. In adult safeguarding, actions taken without consent must be clearly justified, for example where there is serious risk, risk to others or a strong public interest. Welsh guidance supports practitioners in understanding and applying these distinct pathways lawfully and proportionately. 
Approaches to information‑sharing are similar in principle across children’s and adults’ safeguarding, as data protection law allows information to be shared where necessary to prevent harm. However, the emphasis differs. In children’s safeguarding, early and proactive information‑sharing between agencies is encouraged to identify emerging or cumulative risk. In adult safeguarding, greater focus is placed on transparency, capacity assessment and clear recording of consent or the reasons why information was shared without it (UK GDPR; Data Protection Act 2018). 
There are also differences in governance and learning arrangements. Children’s safeguarding processes are detailed within statutory guidance and the Wales Safeguarding Procedures, which provide step‑by‑step practice guidance. Learning from serious cases has traditionally taken place through child practice reviews and is now moving toward a unified safeguarding review model. Adult safeguarding has parallel but distinct review processes, aligned specifically with Part 7 of the 2014 Act and adult‑focused guidance (Social Services and Well‑being (Wales) Act 2014). 
In summary, children’s safeguarding in Wales follows a protection‑led model, where welfare is paramount and statutory intervention is expected when harm thresholds are reached. Adult safeguarding places greater emphasis on autonomy, capacity and proportionality. Despite these differences, both systems rely on effective multi‑agency working, lawful information‑sharing and clear, rights‑based decision‑making to protect individuals and uphold dignity within the Welsh safeguarding framework. 
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