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Beer Jar
Cyfarthfa Castle, Merthyr Tydfil CCM326.004
Object type: Jar
Material: Marl clay
Period: Unknown
Provenance: Egypt
Dimensions: Height: 48cm / Calibre: 11cm / Maximum width: 16cm / Rim: 1.5cm / Neck: 1.5cm / Minimum width: 7cm / Round base
Object analysis by Wenjing Yu


It is red in color and 48cm in height. It has a maximum width of 16cm, and tapers to a round base of 7cm in width. No incised marks or images have been found on its surface. It is obviously that it can divided into 3 parts, the top is the water stain, most likely left by the beer, but strangely the water stain spreads around the jar. The middle part is very clean and no stain left, however, it has very inconspicuous scratches and only spread half around. Since most of these jars appear in groups in tombs, it is likely that this trace is because of the squeeze of other jars. At the bottom are some residual traces, which are likely to be traces of the sand. Maybe the ancient Egyptian stand the jar in sand in order to cool the beer. When we have a look at the rim, it is clearly to see the stain spreads half around. But here comes a question, and this half-circle mark clearly shows that beer is often dumped at this part, so how to explain a whole lap of beer marks on the upper part of the jar? In addition, it is worth mentioning that there are two residues in the bottle, they may be residue of beehive, but it feels like concrete when touching it.
[image: ]It is difficult for us to judge the age of the beer jar accurately without C14 test year technology. There are great differences in the physical objects of the existing ancient Egyptian pointed bottom bottles, and it is difficult to find out the changing rules (Ucl.ac.uk. 2000). It is gratifying, however, that we can still find physical materials similar to this beer jar. The left picture is a large late ware storage jar which can be dating back to 3300–3100 B.C. Predynastic, Naqada III. Now it is collected by the Met Museum. Thus, the storage jar and the beer jar has similar structure composition and shape, although the material is different but can be roughly made an estimate that the beer jar is in the similar period.
What’s interesting is that similar jars were found in different area. For example the Painted terracotta vessel from Ancient Babylon (fig. 2), distillation equipment from Ancient India (fig.3), and the pointed bottom bottle which might related to ritual use in China (fig. 4). What they have in common is that the place where the pointed bottom bottles are found is close to the river, so we can make a conjecture that perhaps this form of vessel is inextricably linked to river civilization. And the difference can be seen as the localization of the vessel, so maybe we can have further conjecture from these vessels. Fig.1 
large late ware storage jar(36.1.81)
ca. 3300–3100 B.C.
the Met Museum

[image: ][image: ][image: ]Fig.2
Painted terracotta vessel from Pergamon Museum, Berlin, Germany.
Fig.4
Pointed bottom bottle from Banpo Museum, Xi’an, Shanxi Province, China.
Fig.3
Distillation equipment from ancient India.

There has been a debate about exactly what it is used for. We can indeed see people drinking or fetching water with this bottle from the mural (fig.5, 6), but at the same time we can find the figure of the pointed bottom bottle in the picture depicting the sacrificial scene (fig. 7).
[image: ]From a daily view, before we discuss the jar, we have to mention the beer first. It is no exaggeration to say that beer played an irreplaceable role in ancient Egyptian society. No matter elders or children, men or women, poor or wealth, beer was part of their life (J Hill, 2010). Not merely this, beer, together with bread, oil and vegetables, could even be the staple component of the wages for the workers. It could be two jars per day and each jar contained more than two litres during the Pharaonic time. It was thought to be healthier water because usually it was would not be polluted (Per Ankh, 2005). Moreover, it seems like the Egyptians liked their beer cool as can be learned from a complaint against some robbers who had stolen some food and drink:Fig.5
The Syrians of the Tutankhamun period drank the beer/wine from the sharp bottom bottle with a straw

“They drew a bottle of beer which was [cooling] in water, while I was staying in my father's room.” (G. Maspero, 1898)
[image: ]The ancient Egyptians could not live without beer, and beer could not be separated from its containers, which made the role of the jar particularly prominent, at the same time, their favorite (cool beer) seems to answer the shape question.
[bookmark: _GoBack]Although many jars are named as storage jar, most of them were found in the tomb. Therefore there is a view that this kind of vessel is related to the ritual use. As the jar is similar to the image of core. Fruit matured and falling, symbolizing death, but the seed in the core symbolize new life and rebirth (Han, 2008; Su, 1965; Wang, 2004; Zhu, 2007). In this case, the ancients might thought that life would be reborn like a core, so they made pointed vessels to be buried, and the ba and ka entered the bottle, just like the seeds in the core, which was expected to be reborn.Fig.6
The man of the Tutankhamun period fetching water by pointed bottom jar 

[image: ]Apart from that, we can also find the ancient beliefs related to this kind of beer jar. Joshua J. Mark writes that: 
“The Tekh Festival, also known as 'The Festival of Drunkenness' was first observed in the Middle Kingdom of Egypt but may have had earlier origins. It was most popular during the New Kingdom where the story of Sekhmet's rampage and transformation has been found carved in the tombs of Seti I, Ramesses II, and others…. At this festival, which was dedicated to Hathor, participants would drink to excess, fall asleep in a certain hall, and wake suddenly to the beating of drums. The alcohol would lessen people's inhibitions and critical faculties and allow for a glimpse of the goddess when participants were awakened by the drums.” (Joshua, 2017)Fig.7
Sacrifice ritual with cuisine 

From that we can easily to get a point that beer, or alcohol is a medium for human and gods which is one of the evidence to the sacrificial use of the beer jar.
No matter what the beer jar is exactly used for, we still can find that the ancient Egyptians were always able to find a good balance between funeral rituals and daily life. We can always find a scene of daily life at a funeral ceremony, or daily life is inseparable from some funeral ritual. It is difficult to get an idea which one is the origin, but from this we can see that death is just the continuation of life for the ancient Egyptian.
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