Formative Assessment 2

What features of The Birth of a Nation are characteristic of later Hollywood films and genres (e.g. epics, blockbusters)?

Released in 1914 by D.W. Griffiths, The Birth of a Nation is a film based in America during their Civil War. The underlying themes of the film is that of directing blame for the civil war and to the following years onto the African American population. Because of its racist representations and themes,  it has become one of the most controversial films of all time[footnoteRef:1]. Despite the controversial nature of the film, it has become a paradigm for revolutionary film creation, with Griffiths being considered a herald for modern film language.  [1:  The Sun, "Ask Mayor To Stop 'Birth Of A Nation'", 1915, p. 14 <https://chroniclingamerica.loc.gov/lccn/sn83030272/1915-03-31/ed-1/seq-14/#words=birth+Birth+Nation+nation+protest+objection> [Accessed 18 October 2020].] 


The Birth of a Nation with its revolutionary use of film language precursors the later Hollywood ‘Blockbusters’ by being one of the first films in America to incite audience members to travel long distances to view it, while it was also simultaneously one of the first to maintain months-long viewing times at cinemas[footnoteRef:2].  The Reception of The Birth of a Nation can be compared to blockbusters such as Jaws (1975) being the most profitable films of their respective times.  [2:  Melvyn Stokes, D.W. Griffith's The Birth Of A Nation (New York: Oxford University Press, 2008).] 


Joseph Carl Breil, who is responsible for the score was at the forefront of film soundtracks. Creating the score for The Birth of a Nation was an incredible addition to the film industry at a time where films were accompanied by a cinemas ‘in-house- musician to play along with film. With a score being part of a film, directors can change the tones and tensions of a movie, it is such an important part of filmmaking that modern films and Hollywood blockbusters can made or broken depending on its use of score and music. 

Griffith had a pension for increasing the length of the films he  made and making them ever so more complex. With Birth of a Nation having fifteen times as many shot  This is characterised by later Hollywood movies, which use more complex techniques and are of longer lengths than the contemporary films. 

One other characteristic that Hollywood films share with The Birth of a Nation is the large battle scenes, their spectacle and narrative context within the film keep the audience entertained, and to put it in with its chronological context, battle scenes such as these had never been seen by such an expansive audience before. For its time, The Birth of a Nation was the summer action-movie comparable to the action blockbusters up to the current day. 
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