Essay title - discussion on the nature and direction of your chosen discipline and their relationship within the wider range of humanities - 
(Due 20th )
In this essay I discuss my chosen discipline of creative writing, and how it is associated within the wider range of humanities. I discuss areas of controversy within this subject and how it has impacted the field of study. The area of humanities I have chosen to pursue is creative writing and literature. Throughout this essay I address the different trends currently being explored and discussed within creative writing, such as diversity of cultures and current issues within society. Exploring and explaining how different aspects of creative writing tie into philosophy, ethics, realism and anthropology. Many areas of the humanities cross over and interlink with each other. I will be exploring different forms of creative writing and how different areas can be related to the humanities in different ways. Creative writing is more than just storytelling but what does that mean? 

Creative writing is an area of literature predominantly focusing on fiction and character development, on storytelling and on sharing both the human and fictional experiences. It can take the form of short stories, novels, poems and/or personal essays, all of which may result in film and media. Creative writing is closely relative with culture, as it has been used to explain different perspectives on real life events within human culture over a broad expanse of time, therefore, it is naturally diverse. 
Diversity; having writers explore and elucidate diverse cultural backgrounds, including for example, exploring identity and gender. Many stories today bring significance to changes currently happening within society, such as gender expression; with today’s society learning to embrace things such as transgenderism and different forms of sexuality, compared with the historically viewed heteronormality. Books and poems have been a way to help integrate understanding of rather complex subjects. Culturally, books can show how different backgrounds and lives can be lived. They give an insight into areas of livelihood, without which we would have less acceptance and understanding of the broader world. Writing; whether it be fiction or factual, can help people understand things beyond their day to day lives.
Many writers are blending real life events into their fictional stories, such as climate change for example, to bring light to the human experience, and highlight the significance of events happening, which impact society as a whole. Fictional stories are a great way to help show the younger generation the seriousness of events happening in society today, and to teach them in a way that they won’t fear. It helps educate people on events in a lighter way.
Mental health narratives are becoming more commonly used within works of fiction, stories are starting to breakdown the stigma around certain mental illnesses, and bring light  to the occurrence of current events. Mental health has always been a taboo subject, and by addressing it openly and honestly, normalising it, this area of writing often encourages readers to seek help, in addition to formulating a better understanding of their own struggles. Fictional writing can help individuals to feel seen, and less alone In their struggles with mental health and well-being. Writing can be a bridge between many different cultures, subjects and issues, and for readers to feel seen and understood, can be a writers goal with books such as those within this genre. 
Interactive and Immersive Storytelling; with advances in technology and modern society, writers create interactive narratives through things such as augmented reality. Augmented reality, explores areas of technology which overlay content onto the real world. Flash fiction has become increasingly more popular, to create stories that can be read in a short amount of time. Exploring and seeing how impactful a story can be in such a short time is a creative skill in itself. Fanfiction works are often described by the term flash fiction, as an area of writing based upon somewhat morphed characters from published books, yet often following their own storyline and exploring different perspective on endings. Most of such tend to be self-published works, Self-Publishing and Hybrid Authors, the term hybrid authors is used to describe authors who both self-publish and traditionally publish their works. Self-publishing has allowed for many authors to have their opportunities to have their works seen and gives them more control over their work. 

[footnoteRef:1]Lewis Carroll’s infamous 1865 novel; Alice in Wonderland; whose story follows the  main character – Alice, as she trips and falls into a rabbit hole where she encounters the magical beings of Wonderland. This novel is a perfect example of the crossovers which creative writing has to other areas of humanities. For example, it brings the philosophical question of realism into play,  within the perspectives of Alice’s experience of a hallucinatory world. Alice in Wonderland also portrays the concept of absolute power. through the portrayal of the fantastic character; in the Queen of Hearts. Absolute power  demonstrates how power has the capacity to consume someone, and drive them insane. Throughout the novel, the Queen of Hearts has control over the land, and makes all the final decisions, including whimsical beheadings. Throughout the novel, many ethical questions are brought into play. For example, the finale of the novel finds Alice facing the choice, of whether or not to face her fear and fight and kill the evil jabberwocky, freeing everyone from the reign of the evil queen. This poses the same principle as the renowned philosophical trolley problem; wherein - a train is speeding down the track on course to run over five people, and you have the option to change its course to a different track where there is only one person, and whether it is morally correct, to have the train run over the one person to save the five, or is it worse to get directly involved, when that could mean that you are directly responsible for the death of somebody, despite having saved the lives of five others, and would in-action essentially count as murder in that scenario? [footnoteRef:2] [1:  Lewis Carroll, Alice’s Adventures in Wonderland (The Macillan Company, 1898).]  [2:  Judith Jarvis Thomson, ‘The Trolley Problem’, Yale Law Journal, 94 (1984), p. 1395.] 

Another form of creative writing, is in personal essays. Many personal essays include philosophical exploration, questioning identity, existence, morality and the human condition. Reflecting on one’s self. Exploring our own moral compass and the choices we have made throughout our time on earth. They reflect on the human condition, exploring the fundamental things that make us human existence and identity, suffering and joy, love and relationships, and mortality. Personal essays often reflect on social norms and cultural experiences, connecting people to a bigger cultural and historical context. However, philosophy is relative in many areas of creative writing, such as in science-fiction novels and films are based around imagined futuristic events, and/or technological advancements in the future, environmental changes, or life on other planets and so-on. Sci-fi often highlights a connection between creative writing and philosophy and ethics, asking questions such-as; what the future holds for society, and showing the world ecological and environmental changes affecting us today. Science fiction addresses questions that have no answer. Existentialism is often shown within science fiction, questioning the meaning behind existence, identity and what it means to be human; as novels and movies which show other forms of life, can really highlight what it is that makes us human, by exploring and showcasing what humanity is, vs; what it is not. Ethics and Morality within science fiction, often show how technology can affect the future of humanity, demonstrating the ethical dilemma of these technological advancements. Science fiction explores the ethics of genetic engineering and such like, placing the story in a world where this is a possibility, whilst elucidating the question of whether or not it can be morally justified. Science fiction explores the nature of reality, often exploring the possibility of alternative realities, simulations and the nature of consciousness, all of which have philosophical and ethical connotations.

Even poetry can have philosophical connotations. Poetry is  a widely recognised form of creative expression. There are many different forms of poetry, and a good example of the connection between poetry and the humanities is expression of identity, providing an insight into more in-depth parts of the mind and society around us. Poetry can also capture the historical and social contexts of current times, and provides an insight into history. 
An important factor to consider when exploring fiction is the social and historical context. An example of this is in – Louisa. May. Alcott’s; Little Women [footnoteRef:3]. This book gives an insight into historical fiction; a novel which portrays the experience of growing up as a female during the American civil war. The daughters’ journeys throughout the novel show different perspectives on love, sacrifice, and the pursuit of personal dreams, as they each pursue their passions. The novel helps represent the struggles of a time very much real, having fiction as a guide to something society went through a long time ago. This helps educate upcoming generations in a way that gives them a personal connection to the past through relatable characters and events, in a biographical sense.  [3:  Louisa May Alcott, Little Women (Penguin Publishing Group, 1989).] 


A biography is a more personal piece of work. It is a first hand account of a persons life and experiences written by someone else, whereas an auto-biography is a firsthand account written by the person themselves. For example, Ann Frank’s diary was a first hand account of what it was like to live in world war two as a persecuted Jewish girl, her diary was later edited and turned into a book by her father. This shows us the perspective of a young lady living through a tragic historical event in the face of the atrocities of Nazi Germany. It shows the struggles she faced and her thoughts throughout. Throughout the book it shows how Ann Frank had to run from the Nazi’s due to her religion. She travelled to Amsterdam, where she was hidden by a family in a secret room, until tragically she was discovered. Thanks to her diary and her father, we have an understanding of how she felt and what she experienced, which has helped us understand a tragic historical event from a first-person account, in a way we never would have without her work. 
Non-fiction writing can often explore the human experience, what it means to be human, and how culture and identity change the human experience. Providing an insight into the lives and experiences of others that we may otherwise never understand. Literature provides windows into areas of the world people may never otherwise have access to, helping people connect and feel less alone in their experiences. To be human, is to be faced with ethical questions and choices daily. Non-fiction writing often explores these ethical questions, aligning with philosophy, ethics and human nature. 
Drama and performing arts are a manifest form of creative writing. Even though drama may  not immediately spring to mind when you think of creative writing, these scripts help provide a new understanding to literature. Shakespeare infamously  wrote some of the best plays, which help showcase how literature has changed throughout times. While we as a society advance, Shakespeare’s plays are still used within the education system today. These plays help people feel immersed within the story, giving people a more emotional connection to the characters and storylines. 

Graphic novels paint a more vivid picture, and really immerse the reader in the story, giving the reader an idea of a firsthand experience within the novel. They use sharp imagery to connect with the reader and signify the importance of events being faced throughout society, allowing the reader an understanding of things they may never experience, whilst letting the reader engage with the characters and create an emotional connection. Graphic novels are a way to address social, political, and cultural issues being faced within the modern-world from a more light-hearted perspective. Helping people have room for criticism and opinions on events happening around them. Many graphic novels include historical context, allowing us an understanding of past events. Giving the opportunity to examine those events and their impact on society. As well both fiction and non-fiction, graphic novels draw on sociology, psychology, and philosophy, giving us an in-depth and multi-surface perspective. These artistic novels help showcase the diversities within society, allowing authors to explore things such as race, gender and/or sexuality. 

Throughout this essay I have discussed and explored many different areas of creative writing including; novels, essay’s, poetry, biographies, both fiction & non-fiction writings and graphic novels; showing their relationship to other areas of the humanities. I have examined different areas of writing style, and current trends, again exploring how these areas of creative writing cross over within the humanities; showcasing how philosophy is significant in many areas of creative writing. I have analysed ethics and the human existence, giving insight into the different areas of creative writing. There is clearly a large variety of cross over between many different areas of the humanities. There seems to be a lot of philosophical questions within creative writing that allows a more light-hearted approach. Creative writing is a way for authors to articulate serious, heavy events within the world in a way that can educate without the burden of such impact, as the direct philosophical approach may entail. 
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