
This project is an investigation into the concept of the ‘Garden’ as the sacred landscape of the afterlife in Ancient Egypt and the Ancient Near East. The aims of the project are to investigate how this is true, and its relationship to the creation of sacred landscapes and gardens in palaces and temples. It also aims to understand any religious relationships between these cultures, and the correlation between the concept of the garden, and of the afterlife. This will involve studying the relationships between these cultures, including analysing and similarities between them. The project will take into account mythological representations of the ideal garden, as well as available examples of temple or palace gardens. Fulfilling this will involve analysing plants, structures and wildlife depicted within the garden, as well as their symbolic function, and the relationships between these aspects of the garden. The project will attempt to include other phenomena such as the cultures’ native flora and fauna, climate and the surrounding landscape. The project will also aim to present an overview of what makes a garden in Ancient Egypt, in contrast to what would consist of a garden in the Ancient Near Easy. The overarching aim is to develop a working definition of a garden as part of both a religious landscape, and as part of the sacred landscape of the afterlife. 
This project will further the understanding of the religious significance of gardens in Ancient Egypt and the Ancient Near East. In addition, it will aid the understanding of the sacred landscapes of the afterlife. Furthermore, it will help to outline the relationships between these two cultures. The project should further research into the religious significance of gardens in the Ancient Near East and Ancient Egypt, as well as in the context of the sacred landscapes of the afterlife. To reach conclusions the archaeological record is necessary, such as through the analysis of temple or palace garden ruins. This will include analysing sites such as the Theban Tombs, or descriptions of the Hanging Gardens of Babylon. In addition, structures and plant remains will be investigated. Further research involves searching for common themes, such as patterns and similarities between the two cultures. In addition, the project requires the understanding and application of the discussion surrounding the functions and ideas of sacred landscapes. The scope of this project requires a variety of sources, including tomb paintings, such as those at the Theban Tombs, and similar contemporary images. In addition, the archaeological record and the analysis of sites, will provide insight. Other sources include excavation plans, and reconstructions of relevant gardens. Other sources include myths and legends that describe the afterlife, in particular contemporary texts. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]This project will aid the explain how the concept of the ‘garden’ becomes a part of the sacred landscape of the afterlife for both Ancient Egypt and the Ancient Near East, as well as aiding the understanding of the relationships between mythological gardens and their reflection in palace and temple gardens. 
