
Searching for Literature
A common comment from students who have attempted a literature search is ‘there is nothing written on my research topic’. This is usually because their focus is too narrow or they are using the wrong key words in their search.

Before beginning your search, you should consider the following:

· The key words and search terms you intend to use

· The databases and search engines you intend to use

· The criteria you intend to use to select the relevant and useful sources from all the items you find

Generating Key Words

The identification of key words is one of the most important parts of planning your search for relevant literature. Key words are basic terms that are associated with your research question(s) and objectives. To identify appropriate key words, you can:

· Discuss with your classmates or project tutor

· Read some general information about your topic

· Use dictionaries, thesauruses, encyclopaedias

· Brainstorming

	Example

One student’s research question was ‘How do the actual management requirements of a school pupil record administration system differ from those suggested by the literature?’ She brainstormed this question with her peer group, all of whom were teachers. The resulting list included the following key words and phrases:

Schools, pupil records, administration, user requirements, computer, management information system, access, legislation, information, database, security

The group evaluated these and other possibilities. As a result, the following key words and phrases were selected:

Pupil records, management information system, computer, database, user requirement

The student then used these words and phrases to search for relevant literature.




Now make a list of key words and phrases that may be useful to you as you try and develop a focus for your project.

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________
Once you have done this, search the university library website and in the Athens database using these key words. Take a note of any sources that interest you and appear relevant to your proposed research topic.
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