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Over the years in the UK there has been this debate whether prisoners should have the right to vote. As it stands in the UK today, the British Parliament and Government will not allow prisoners to vote but this ban does not apply to prisoners who are on remand. This report will go into more depth about prisoners and their rights when it comes to voting and analyse the different opinions on the matter. 

In the UK, the law clearly states that prisoners serving a custodial sentence after conviction cannot vote. Custodial sentences are for the most serious offences. The current provisions are set out in Section 3 of the Representation of the People Act 1983. This ban does not apply to prisoners on remand, meaning, when a person is remanded in custody, they are detained in a prison until a later date. (Johnston. N, 2015) Found in 2005, The European Court of Human Rights stated that the UK’s ban on not allowing prisoners to vote goes against their human rights. The ECHR is an agreement to protect human rights and political freedoms. It was signed and agreed in 1950 by the members of the Council of Europe, including the UK. The Council of Europe and the European Union are two different organisations; therefore, whatever the outcome of Brexit this will not change how the ECHR agreement affects the UK. (The Scottish Government, 2019)





The Government knows people have strong opinions and views on whether prisoners should be able to vote. We should think about the seriousness of the crimes and rights of the prisoners.
The debate on ‘Should Prisoners have the right to vote?’ has been going back and forth for many years. For some, voting is a basic human right and therefore they should be respected and have the right to vote like the rest of us. Some will argue that denying prisoners of their right to vote will not make the public any safer. Some prisoners will eventually be released and let back into society therefore prisoners should have the opportunity to have an influence on education, health care, the environment and other issues that may occur. Nevertheless, there are also many reasons to why prisoners should not be allowed to vote. Some could say, prisoners may take advantage of being able to vote and may open doors to corruption. People often believe that they have landed themselves in prison therefore they must deal with the consequences, one being losing their right to vote. Even one of our previous Prime Ministers David Cameron stated, “No one should be under any doubt - prisoners are not getting the vote under this government” (Cameron. D, 2012) 
Former Tory leadership contender, David Davis told MPs, it takes a pretty serious crime for one to get sent to prison. As a result, you have broken the contract with society to such an extent that you have lost all those rights. (Davis. D, 2011)



There are plenty of people who believe that prisoners convicted of crimes should not have the right to vote. The prisoners have been put in custody for a reason, they should be punished, do their time, voting rights removed and to put up with it. (Walsh. C, 2012)  
During 2001, the ban on allowing prisoners to vote was challenged by three convicted prisoners. The domestic courts rejected the challenge and one of the prisoner's, John Hirst then took his case to the European Court of Human Rights. (Johnston. N, 2015) John Hirst is a convicted killer who went to jail for man slaughter after murdering his landlady in 1979, he successfully argued that it was wrong to prevent him from voting. Resulting to his case being led to a ruling that a ban on prisoner voting is unacceptable and the law must change. (Johnston, N, 2015)  
There were also two other convicted prisoners who argued against the blanket-ban on voting. British nationals, Robert Greens and M.T., who were both serving a prison sentence at HM Prison Peterhead at the time their applications were lodged with the Court. The applicants argued that the ERO (Electoral Registration Officer) was obliged to add them to the electoral register. Both of their appeals were refused, on August 2008, the ERO refused the applicants applications because of their status as convicted prisoners in detention. Both applicants complained about the refusal and the European elections were in violation of Article 3 of Protocol No. 1 (The right to free elections) (European Court of Human Rights, 2010)




After researching and analysing the political views and general public views, there really is a mixture of opinions. As already stated, prisoners are banned from voting in the UK, this ban does not apply if a prisoner is on remand.  When researching the views and opinions of politicians and more academic writers the majority are all for keeping the ban on prisoners from voting. Many have stated that once you have decided to commit a crime and get placed into prison, then your rights have gone. When it came to the views and opinions of the general public it was very 50/50. It was surprising how many people were against the ban. Maybe in the future people should look more into the seriousness of the crimes committed. Overall, the blanket-ban on prisoners right to vote is still applied and has yet to change. 
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