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Prepare a 2000 word ‘Essay’ on the following question





· ⦁Using a crime activity of your choice, describe and discuss how classical criminology informs evidence-based policing.
The classical school of thought was premised on the idea that people have free will in making their own choice, and that punishment can be a hindrance to crime, if the punishment fits the crime, and is carried out rapidly.
 
Classical criminology is based, If the crime brings more pain than pleasure, Classical criminology is more concerned with fair punishment based on a standard system of crimes and punishment. There is no real interest in rehabilitation, or the psychology behind criminal behaviour. The main purpose of classical criminology is crime prevention, the punishment scale should be such that prospective criminals are deterred from offending.
 
In the 18th century, this approached to criminality is based on the notion that people are self-seeking and liable to commit crimes by nature. People freely enter a contract with the state to preserve the peace but as there is a consensus in society that property and people should be protected. It was also held that punishment must not be used for reformation, because it must be used to prevent individuals from violating the interests of others and must be proportional to the crime and not excessing 
Because this would be controlled to the right of the individual and their social contract

and it should be appointed strictly in accordance with due action. All people were held to be fair in the eyes of the law and accountable for their own actions, even It was held that there should be as little law as possible. Thus, their circumstanced could not be considered as mitigating factors. (Gooch and Williams, 2015).



⦁Explain the ways this helps us understand crime and criminality
Classical theory helps us gain an understanding of crime and criminality. It provides us with a rational and logical explanation of how or why people commit crimes denouncing the once cruel and inhumane system of punishment. To sum it up, the classical theory concentrated on the principle of choice which means that every individual can make a rational choice to either abide by the law or break it. The classical approach also tells us that the act of committing a crime brings us a certain amount of pleasure to the individual which is the reason people commit crimes.


⦁Describe some models of evidence-based policing (POP, SARA, Hot Spot etc.)
Models of Evidence-Based Policing
Problem-oriented Policing or POP is a proactive policing strategy developed by Herman Goldstein, who argued that the standard reactive model of policing was ineffective as it was overly focused on the means of policing (number of arrests, average response time, etc.) rather than the end goal of reducing crime and enhancing community safety. He suggested that police could be more effective if they were more proactive and researched the root causes of crime, and developed tailor-made responses (Hinkle, J. et al., 2020).
The SARA model employs four stages which include the following: Scanning, Analysis, Response, and Assessment. Scanning includes finding and prioritizing potential crime and disorder problems. The analysis is the analysis of potential problems, by gathering information and intelligence to find the underlying causes of the problem. The response is the development and implementation of tailored activities to address the causes of the problem, as found in the analysis phase. Assessment is the measurement of the impact of the response to test if it had the desired effect and to make changes to the response if needed (College of Policing, 2017).
According to Hot Spot Policing (2020), this place-based focus has often focused primarily on people, in contrast to traditional notions of policing and crime prevention. Hot spot policing covers a range of police responses that all share a focus of resources on the micro-units of geography where criminality is committed. Just as the definition of hot spots varies across studies and contexts, so do the specific tactics police use to address high-crime places. There is not one way to implement hot spot policing rather, ranges dramatically across interventions.


⦁Discuss how classical criminology is used to understand the reasoning behind these methods
According for the past decade, their classical view in criminology explains a crime as a free-will decision to make a criminal choice, people act in ways that maximize the pain, and classicist believe that people are hedonistic and will seek pleasure at every opportunity and avoid pain the way they prevent crime, and according to classicism, and deterrence is a risk of apprehension and punishment. This will Apply the classicism to criminal conduct, then the potential pain associated with the crime are its greater in the mind of the offender and the pleasure to be derived from the crime persists even in those countries where government add new laws and This choice are made by applying the pain-pleasure principle, and this will increase penalties, and make effort to improve law enforcement, (United Nations on Drug and Crime 2018)
Situational crim prevention of organized crime 
There is evidence that situational crime prevention is can be useful in reducing some activities of organized criminal group by limiting criminal opportunities and minimized harm, the situation crime prevention perspective has been used to try to account for the manufacture of methamphetamine, automobile theft, open-air drug market, product counterfeiting and other crimes, this empirical effort have shown some support for the situational perspective awareness in preventing organized illicit activity.(United Nations on Drug and Crime 2018)
Young people started to use illicit drugs in significant numbers, with some commentators suggesting that it was then that society’s defences against drugs were decisively breached, the link with the new deviancy theories was no less significant and reflected underlying compatibility. New deviancy theorists its frequently expressed unease about the extension of social control into morally ambiguous areas and, as a “victimless crime”, drug use’ was ideally suited to this broader purpose, The relevance or otherwise of early developments in the sociology of drug use has not been considered explicitly within the normalisation debate, but has been alluded to in a number of ways and has clear implications for the claims that have been made about continuity and change.(Drug Policy2009)



⦁Pick a crime activity of your choice (drug crime, terrorism, violence, theft etc.) and apply the ideas of   
evidence based policing and classical criminology.
Applying the main ideas of evidence-based policing and classical criminology to the crime of robbery.
Applying the ideas of evidence-based policing and classical criminology to the crime of robbery. According to the FBI’s Uniform Crime Reporting (UCR) program, robbery is taking or attempting to take anything of value from the care, custody, or control of a person or persons by force or threat of force or violence and/or by putting the victim in fear (Crime in the United States, 2019).
The five key principles of the classical school of criminology are:
Rationality. The theory concluded that people have free will and that they opt to commit crimes. For instance, Astrid decides to rob a bank. She has freely chosen to carry out the crime of robbery without someone forcing him to commit the crime. In addition to that, she thinks about it in advance and tells him that she really needed the money so she will steal from the bank. 
Hedonism. The theory also determined that people pursue pleasure and elude pain. For instance, Astrid is thinking about how the bank has a lot of money and how that money will bring her comfort and pleasure to be able to overcome the sufferings of being poor. Because of this, she decided to rob the bank. 
Punishment. According to the theory, the gravity of punishment is proportional to the crime. For instance, if Astrid plans to steal from the bank but realizes she can face jail time, she might not continue her plan of robbery. This suggests that punishment is a deterrent to committing the crime.
Human rights. The theory believes that all human has rights, and society needs to respect them. This entails that no person should be subjected to torture or death. For instance, Astrid carried out her plan of stealing from the bank and was caught, she must not face torture and be killed because of her crime.
Due process. Since the classical theory developed criminal policy, a person will undergo a fair trial to determine his guilt or innocence. For instance, when Astrid was caught robbing the bank, she will be subjected to face a judge who will apply set rules to decide her punishment.
Regarding the evidence-based policing
Since robbery is a persistent problem in every society, officers can use their crime data to track serial robbers and monitor them when they are out of jail. This approach can reduce robbery crimes.
By assessing past robbery crime evidence, police officers determine how robbers commit a crime. This will help them give advice and suggest ways for people how to protect themselves from robbery. In addition, certain robbers have a pattern of committing robbery so studying robbery crime evidence can help police identify suspects or tie a robbery case to other unsolved robbery cases.
Police officers can use their crime data to assess hot spots or where robberies always take place. 
By examining robbery records, police officers can find out robbery predictors. Using available data, police can profile people who are vulnerable to committing robberies. This can help reduce crime robberies.
Using research evidence, police can find techniques on how to elicit answers from interviewing caught robbers. Capturing a person for robbery doesn’t stop there. Interviews are needed to find out the reason or how many times the person commit the crime. It might lead to solving an unsolved robbery in the past or in another place.




⦁Evaluate the strengths and weaknesses of classical criminology and evidence-based policing.

Classical criminology
According to classical criminologists, every perpetrator has the same mentality, meaning that children and teens, imbeciles, and mentally ill people were all regarded as fully rational (Amarasinghe, 2020). This is the greatest weakness of classical theorists. It clearly did not consider other means of remedy for children like rehabilitation and insane people to seek psychiatric help. Also, first offenders and habitual criminals or serial offenders were treated similarly and should get the same sentence regardless of the gravity of the offense (Nirvaan and Goel, 2018). This is an unfair practice as first-time offenders should be given leniency, but still depending on the crime committed. Another flaw of classical criminology is that it does not consider the elements of criminal liability (Amarasinghe, 2020). For instance, people who commit murder out of vengeance will get the same punishment as people who commit murder because of self-defence. A different law should be imposed for people defending themselves from a physical attack. 
On the other hand, the greatest achievement of this classical theory is that it recognized and developed a set of rules or criminal policies which abolished unjust punishments. Before the emergence of classical theory, the perception of crime and criminals was based on religious beliefs and myths and argues that demons made people commit sins (Amarasinghe, 2020). Classical criminology denounced this way of reasoning. Another strength of the classical theory is that punishment fits the crime. According to the Classical Theory of Criminology, the severity of the punishment should be determined by the severity of the crime (Amarasinghe, 2020). According to Vold and Bernard, “If the mathematical estimation is used to determine the uncertain and limitless combinations of human actions, there might also be a corresponding weight of punishments in descending order from the greatest to the least. Since the introduction of the classical theory of criminology, the use of capital punishment, torture, and corporal discipline as a way of punishment has declined. This is also one of the greatest strengths of classical criminology as these forms of punishment is inhumane. Lastly, classical theory gave way to a new system of prisons called Panopticon.

Research-based policing
One of the weaknesses of research-based policing is the quality and accessibility of the research evidence. In a study by Hunter et al. (2017), 50% of the officers surveyed nationally said that there had been instances where they had attempted to use research evidence to inform policy but could not find it. In addition, research evidence has been reported to be unclear and ‘full of jargon’ (Hunter et al., 2015: p. 6).  Lumsden (2016) has noted that evidence-based policing has often been perceived as a buzzword because it is not only properly understood but also poorly applied in practice. Another weakness of this policing strategy is that it is a challenge for some police officers to evaluate and interpret research evidence to be able to conduct policing activity. Hunter et al. (2015) revealed that 81% of respondent officers in the national survey had not received training on the proper usage of research evidence leading to their inability to critically assess the evidence. Another weakness is that since it heavily relies on available research evidence, police experience and knowledge are ignored. The last weakness of evidence-based policing is that there is a lack of time to browse research evidence when a certain crime is committed and there is an immediate decision to be made. Clearly, evidence-based policing is not applicable to frontline officers.
On the contrary, the biggest strength of evidence-based policing is that police can use certified and substantiated evidence as a foundation to base their decisions. Studying and assessing research studies allows police officers to make sound judgments based on discretion.
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