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In this assignment it will discuss on the key issues with the National Health Service such management, budget, capacity and media coverage and at the end of the essay there will be a conclusion to summarise these issues and how to improve them. 









The (The Medic Portal, 2020) states that the NHS is arguably the most important resource of the United Kingdom which was formed in 1948 by Aneurin Bevan. However throughout the years pressure has been increasing on its recourses, there are many reason for this. Which are social, political and economic and they are all linked together. One of the main current issues the NHS face are bed and staff shortages on hospital wards. 
What are the main challenges facing the NHS? 
The (BBC News, 2020) states that the NHS is caught up with immediate pressures of an increase of sick patients during the winter months. Senior managers are under enormous pressure on the day to day management of bed capacity. It appears to be almost impossible for senior managers to consider long term planning for the NHS, this however is compulsory.  Due to the complications of Brexit this has caused a delay in the Governments long term plan for the NHS. Which has added to the stress and frustration for hospital managers and staff. It has resulted in criticism from the public and NHS staff about the priority the government has put on the proposed new funding package for the NHS.
According to (BBC News, 2020) The Prime Minister announced a new funding package of an extra £20.5bn to be paid annually by 2023. This amount was an increase of the annual funding growth in recent years. The pressure of producing a long term plan from the NHS managers is linked to the management of the new funding package. The Prime Minister asked the leaders of the NHS where efficient savings could be made and how they would spend the money. 
Confidence and hope was high, extensive spending lists were completed by health lobbyists. The chief executive of NHS England and his team re organised their priorities as they were told to have their plan ready for December 2018. Then came a blow to the NHS plan, as wrangling over Brexit summits and back stops caused the NHS plan priority to be changed as Brexit had now taken over.  Stated by (BBC News, 2020)
What is the new Government’s approach to the NHS?
(BBC News, 2020) goes on to say that the Government has new approaches to the NHS, the elected mandate of the NHS England has the responsibility to organise the health services provisions within England. The Government has set out objectives and requirements as part of its mandate as well as its budget. This helps ensure that the direction of the NHS is accountable to the public and to parliament.  In order for this to remain up to date, every year the secretary of state must publish a mandate. A single departmental plan is produced by every government department. This shows the work and the strategic objectives the department has completed to achieve this plan. The Governments ambition for the health and care system is put together by the department of health and social care and the mandates and remits of the health and care Arm’s length Bodies. The specific contribution of NHS England is set out in this mandate.
(Campbell, 2020) states that the NHS gave advance notice that bed closures had gone too far, but still it fell to its lowest level recorded. As winter pressures start to have an effect there are only 127,225 beds available left to cope with this demand, this is because the health service has had hospital beds cuts year on year. During the time when the coalition Conservative/Liberal Democrat were in Government 2010, they forced a ruling of a nine year restriction on NHS funding. A warning was given by critics against this because of the foreseen increased pressures on the health service. Since records began in 1987/1988 there are only 127,225 number of beds available in units, providing specialist care for patients with learning disabilities, mental health problems, maternity centres, and acute hospital beds. This figure is the smallest since records began. These NHS figures have proven to be an overshadowing issue during an election campaign. With parties declaring efforts on measures and funding to counteract the large scale understaffing. 
(The Nuffield Trust, 2020) states that the media coverage reported in the beginning of January 2018 hospitals were forced to cancels operations that were planned because of a sudden large number of patience that needed treatment causing a crisis that journalist were reporting on. Then, in March an end of austerity was announced by ministers as they promised to increase one million NHS workers’ pay. In April and May the pressure to increase NHS spending continued to increase as the demand on the service also continued to increase. The media conducted a debate about whether an increase in taxation should pay for the funding, due to the continued media coverage which lasted months a 20 million boost for the health service was announced by the Prime Minister.








[bookmark: _GoBack]In conclusion the NHS continues to care for patients 365 days a year, NHS staff use their expertise and dedication while coping with the pressures of growing demands. The NHS are now at a stage where safety concerns are at a critical level, recruiting and retaining staff is proving an ongoing problem. Patient’s quality of care and safety is under serious risk, new schemes and updated services are also at risk of not being available to the NHS. 
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