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8,000 word project:   √   
OR                   
4,000 word project and presentation:   


	NAME:  Cara Leigh Roberts 

	STUDENT ID No.: 2023877

	DRAFT RESEARCH TITLE QUESTION: Male victims of domestic abuse: Are men overlooked as victims of domestic abuse? 

INTRODUCTION: 
I have chosen this topic as since becoming a police officer, I have learnt that there are many occasions whereby domestic abuse is portrayed as a gendered crime of the male being the perpetrator and the female being the victim. Statistics show that one in three victims of domestic abuse have been male, and when looking at the percentage of male victims failing to disclose that they are a victim, it is incredibly high at 49%. (Mankind.org, 2023) 

Research shows that support organisations have often failed to recognise domestic abuse cases whereby the male is a victim. One story provided by a victim explains that he was overlooked when attempting to seek help and support from his GP by showing marks and bruising that had been caused by physical harm, however the GP stated it was no cause for concern. (Mankind.org, 2023)

In the year ending March 2020, statistics show that there was an estimated 13.8% of males aged from 16 to 74, who have disclosed they have been a victim of domestic abuse compared to the year ending 2019, where a much lower percentage of males disclosed they have been a victim of domestic abuse at 3.6%. (Gov.uk, 2022)

When looking at those statistics it shows that men are beginning to come forward more and report domestic abuse, however research shows that only 4.4% of these victims are being supported by domestic abuse services which highlights how little male victims are being supported, which is why I will be researching as to why this could be and what could be done in order to change this. (Mankind.org, 2023)

By using this topic for my dissertation, I will conduct in depth research into why and how male victims of domestic abuse are often over looked and if this is one of the main causes as to why they avoid reporting it. I will also research into the social stigma that surrounds domestic abuse and why it is seen as a gendered crime. 



	SUMMARY OF RESEARCH OBJECTIVES: 

1. Are men overlooked as victims of domestic abuse and why.
2. The social stigma of domestic abuse.
3. Why is it seen as a gendered crime.
4. The reasons as to why male victims avoid reporting themselves as a victim of domestic abuse. 

I will be using books, statistics results, information from domestic abuse agencies, websites and articles to help me with my research. I will also create a questionnaire for participants to complete to help me with my research.


	LITERATURE REVIEW:

I will be researching statistic studies by using articles, government reports and domestic abuse charity websites. I will be utilising textbooks and journals when needing to obtain information of the background history of domestic abuse. 

I have found that there is currently some information surrounding this topic on the internet on a variety of domestic abuse support websites and articles whereby it shows statistics of the increase of male victims of domestic abuse and the stories victims have provided to pass on information to the general public that may not have any understanding in domestic abuse as they have not experienced it themselves or not heard of it happen around them.

I feel that there is a gap in why the percentage of report rates is still low at this current day and age and I feel that this is the need for the research to be conducted. 



	SUMMARY OF RESEARCH –SURVEY METHOD: 

I will be gathering my research by obtaining information from online websites to find out how there has been a failure in the support and recognition male victims receive and the reasons behind the failure. I will also be using the internet to find out what charities are available throughout the United Kingdom which have been created specifically for male victims of domestic abuse. 

I will also be using books to explore information on the history of domestic abuse aimed at males and the reason as to why they may be overlooked as victims.

For my research I will produce a questionnaire which I will ask around fifty participants to provide their knowledge on domestic abuse and their opinion on the social stigma surrounding male victims.


	
SUMMARY OF SAMPLING FRAMEWORK: 

I will be intending on asking persons over the ages of 18, particularly those who also work within the police and those who are students that may have an understanding on domestic abuse from studies. I will also be asking friends and family as I believe it is important to gather their knowledge and opinion on the subject, in order for me to be able to discuss areas surrounding the topic


	ETHICAL ISSUES:
As I will be using a questionnaire for my research and studies, an ethical issue that I may come across is that persons do not participate in the questionnaire due to the topic being sensitive which would then cause me to not have the research I was aiming to gather for my dissertation. 

	TIME SCALE:

I will be completing the first stages of my research within my proposal and literature review and begin to place the dissertation together within twenty weeks. I will then move onto research methodology and planning which I will aim to complete within five weeks. Once this is completed, I will move onto providing the analysis of the results I have found within eight weeks before I then begin to look at my findings and the conclusion to my studies and submitting the full dissertation within four weeks. In total I will aim to complete the dissertation within thirty-six weeks.
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