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A Critical Comparison of Two Secondary Sources
Introduction
This assignment is a critical analysis of Daniela Bertol’s 2006 article 'Framing the Land and Sky: Art Meets Cosmology in a Sustainable Environment' published in volume 39, issue 2 of Leonardo. Leonardo is a peer reviewed journal which focuses primarily on discussing the work of creatives that link the visual arts with contemporary science.[footnoteRef:1] I will compare and contrast the aforementioned article with Christopher Key Chapple’s 1998 essay 'Thomas Berry, Buddhism, and the New Cosmology' which was published in volume 18 of Buddhist-Christian Studies, an annual academic journal on the contemporary and historical interaction between Buddhism and Christianity.[footnoteRef:2]  [1:  ‘Https://Leonardo.info/Leonardo’. [n.d.]. Leonardo/ISASTwith Arizona State University <https://leonardo.info/leonardo>]  [2:  ‘The Society for Buddhist-Christian Studies’, The Society for Buddhist-Christian Studies <https://www.society-buddhist-christian-studies.org/journal> pp.147-154] 

Bertol tends to introduce herself as an artist, author, designer, and architect whose work centers on the integration of worldly and virtual space.[footnoteRef:3] On close inspection of her prior projects, her multidisciplinary approach becomes more obvious as one witnesses the inclusion of other fields such as geometry, virtual modeling, photography, video, and yoga.[footnoteRef:4] In 1983, Bertol earned her M.A. in Architecture and later, in 2017, attained her Ph.D. in Philosophy at Deakin University, where she had previously been a guest lecturer.[footnoteRef:5] Bertol’s Ph.D. thesis, ‘Form Mind Body Space Time: The Geometry of Human Movement’, explores ‘the ways in which human movement embodies and expresses geometry and how movement exists in relationship with three-dimensional space’; a theme that is present in the essay I will analyze here.[footnoteRef:6] [3:  Bertol, Daniela. 2018. ‘Saatchiart.com’, Saatchi Art <https://www.saatchiart.com/danielabertol?srsltid=AfmBOoq2n5ROoUzT-SYFVKB4qGRJ8u0qpDdK0l-PV-4OSuPqWtPJ4v1e> ]  [4:  Bertol, Daniela. 2018. Danielabertol.com <http://danielabertol.com/> ]  [5:  Bertol, Daniela. ‘Daniela Bertol Resume/CV | Deakin University, Faculty of Arts and Education, Alumnus’, Academia.edu <https://deakin.academia.edu/DanielaBertol/CurriculumVitae>]  [6:  Bertol, Daniela. 2017. ‘Form Mind Body Space Time – the Geometry of Human Movement’, Academia.edu <https://www.academia.edu/81338076/Form_mind_body_space_time_the_geometry_of_human_movement> ] 

Chappel is a religious studies scholar who, as an undergraduate, double majored in Religious Studies and Comparative Literature while concentrating on the Sanskrit and Tibetan languages before earning his M.A. and Ph.D. in the History of Religions.[footnoteRef:7] Chappel has revealed that his dedication to yogic philosophy, spanning at least five decades, began with his introduction to the yoga practice in his youth, which has led to his current position as Loyola Marymount University’s ‘Master of Arts in Yoga Studies’ program director, where he is also Distinguished Professor of Indic and Comparative Theology and has served as faculty since 1985.[footnoteRef:8] He is the author of over two dozen books, several of which concentrate on Hindu, Buddhist, Yogic, or ecological themes, all of which have some relevance to the essay I will analyze.[footnoteRef:9] [7:  Loyola Marymount University. 2025. ‘Meet the Director - Loyola Marymount University’, Lmu.edu <https://bellarmine.lmu.edu/yoga/faculty/meetthedirector/> ]  [8:  Loyola Marymount University. 2025a. ‘Faculty - Loyola Marymount University’, Lmu.edu <https://bellarmine.lmu.edu/theologicalstudies/faculty/?expert=christopherkey.chapple> ]  [9:   ‘Books by Christopher Key Chapple (Author of Yoga and the Luminous)’. 2015. Goodreads.com <https://www.goodreads.com/author/list/107827.Christopher_Key_Chapple>] 

Context
Daniela Bertol’s paper starts by addressing how people of the past honored stellar events through structures within the landscape itself. However, majority of her essay is spent introducing the reader to her nonprofit organization, Sky Spirals, first location named Sunset Farm (which has since been renamed S.U.N.F.A.R.M.) which is a 68 acre plot she purchased in 1999 in New York State which, in 2025, is still in use and appears to have undergone further development.[footnoteRef:10] The essay seems to be aimed at fellow designers or technical savants due to the persistent use of terms such as ‘photovoltaic canopy’ or ‘helicoidal ramp’ with no immediate definition for the lay reader.[footnoteRef:11] In this essay, Bertol has taken the opportunity to guide her readers through Sunset Farm’s spiral path, she notes that this is a pervasive symbol used throughout history to depict the cyclical nature of time, yet does not provide a reference that endorces this idea. Although not mandatory, Bertol has intended the path to be walked over the course of a full day to mirror the daily rhythm of the Sun, beginning Sunset Farm at a spiral in the East at Sunrise, which is marked by the Suns location at dawn on an equinox. East Spiral then transforms into a passage she has named the Sun Axis where she intends to build the Sun Vault which is designed to offer shade in the day and an awning of light that is solar powered to enjoy on solstice nights. Finally, near day's end, the visitor lands at West Spiral, an inward turning coil that houses a naked eye observatory at its highest center point. This paper does not end with a conclusion, instead she briefly illuminates the purpose of Sky Spirals; Bertol has intentionally opted to use traditional and modern materials to stimulate a feeling of connection through direct experience of the analogies she has embedded in the land, spirals, and sun dials. [10:  2025. ‘Sky Spirals Institute’, Sky Spirals Institute <https://sky-spirals.org/index.html>]  [11:   Bertol, Daniela. 2006. ‘Framing the Land and Sky: Art Meets Cosmology in a Sustainable Environment’, Leonardo, 39.2: 125–30 <https://doi.org/10.1162/leon.2006.39.2.125> Pp.128 ] 

Christopher Key Chapple set out to advocate for Buddhism’s potential ability to encourage a rise in environmentalism in practitioners of Asia specifically and he suggests that a greater influence of Buddhism, as understood by Catholic priest and religious scholar Thomas Berry (1914-2009), could aid in this end. Displaying his due diligence, nearly all of Chappel’s references are pulled from the various ecological works of Berry and this effort allowed him to discern patterns in Berry’s thought process. Chappel identifies three main features of Berry’s Buddhist interpretation that he believes could increase a feeling of obligation and responsibility for the environment in the population. First, through perceiving the problem honestly; Chappel recalls Berry’s proposal in Moral Evil and Guilt in Early Buddhism, that confrontation with the truth is the remedy to the delusions of materialism and feelings of separation from the Earth and its natural resources that were beginning to effect Asia through the influence of the Western world.[footnoteRef:12] The next step Berry recommended is a continuation of the first, abstaining from further environmental abuse. Chappel is convinced that after educating the community of the ways in which they have contributed to or been complicit in the suffering of their planet, there would need to be a commitment to abstaining from further toxification, leading to an improved environmental future. Finally, Berry imagines how replacing one’s indifferent perspective with compassion not only for the Earth, but for all its plant and animal inhabitants, promotes a sense of interrelated intimacy that further prevents one from engaging in environmentally unconscious behavior. At its essence, Chappel focused his article on Berry’s teachings because he recognized the strengths in the marriage between Buddhism and environmentalism that had been made in America. Ultimately, this paper was a statement of belief that Asian communities could ‘benefit from the prophetic language of Thomas Berry, who urges people to awaken from their complacency and recognize the deleterious effects of what he calls the ‘technological trance.’[footnoteRef:13]  [12:  Chapple, Christopher Key. 1998. ‘Thomas Berry, Buddhism, and the New Cosmology’, Buddhist-Christian Studies, 18: 147 <https://doi.org/10.2307/1390450> pp.154]  [13:  Chapple, Thomas Berry, Buddhism, and the New Cosmology, pp. 150] 


Methodological Approach
While Chappel and Bertol both aimed to intensify a culture’s feeling of connection to nature, their strategies to that end differ. Bertol’s background as an artist informs her comprehension that ‘Art is both a metaphor and a vehicle for the understanding of the Universe’.[footnoteRef:14] This is demonstrated in her construction of Sunset Farm as an aid to inspire the viewer through utilizing ancient symbols such as spirals, the presence of the elements (as with her pond at the center of East Spiral), and employing geometry and astronomy within the landscape itself to illustrate a complex idea that she sees reflected in the sky. Bertol concludes her essay confessing that her spiral path is meant to ‘remind us of a harmonious relationship between ourselves, our land and the sky above us’; this expression unveils that her plan was to change the viewer’s orientation through the act of providing a space to dwell on nature and the allegories of our interconnectedness that she has woven within the scenery.[footnoteRef:15] The primary weakness with Bertol’s text is her lack of adequate references to support her position that landart can connect people to the environment. Even in 2006, there was an abundance of academic work she could have cited, such as Clive Ruggle’s writing on Stonehenge, where he refers to cultures that have a rich history of relating built or prominent structures to the heavens to convey the connection between humans and the natural environment.[footnoteRef:16] [14:  Bertol, Daniela. 2006. ‘Framing the Land and Sky: Art Meets Cosmology in a Sustainable Environment’, Leonardo, 39.2: 125–30 <https://doi.org/10.1162/leon.2006.39.2.125> pp.127]  [15:  Bertol, Framing the Land and Sky: Art Meets Cosmology in a Sustainable Environment, pp. 130]  [16:  Ruggles, C. (1997). Astronomy and Stonehenge. Proceedings of the British Academy, 92, 203. https://www.thebritishacademy.ac.uk/documents/3920/92p203.pdf pp. 204-205
] 

Just as Bertol, Chappel also stated that ‘…protracted attention toward the components of nature might help bring about a deeper appreciation of one’s environment…”, however, his stance is also tempered with a zealous commitment to dealing with the present reality of ecological devastation.[footnoteRef:17] In his article, Chappel wrote at length of the necessity for individuals to feel shame for the ways they have contributed to our wounded earth and atmosphere, and he unflinchingly states that ‘environmentalism requires a perception of the reality of the earth’s suffering’ in order to motivate one into making lasting change.[footnoteRef:18] Chappel’s article articulates the catastrophic impact that the western industrial consumerist society has had on the earth and he views the often painful and sobering face of reality as a necessary elixir to the naïve comfort that arises from being unaware of these facts. Ultimately, Chappel’s objective, to bring the healing light of consciousness to what was unknown in Asia, despite it triggering feelings of guilt or unease in the observer, starkly contrasts with Bertol’s effort to persuade environmental awareness in New York through passive contemplation of nature alone.  [17:  Chapple, Christopher Key. 1998. ‘Thomas Berry, Buddhism, and the New Cosmology’, Buddhist-Christian Studies, 18: 147 <https://doi.org/10.2307/1390450> pp. 151
]  [18:  Chapple, Thomas Berry, Buddhism, and the New Cosmology, pp. 150
] 

Interconnection
Running throughout Bertol and Chappel’s articles is a unifying philosophy of the mysterious interconnection between everyone and the greater cosmos. An ancient concept around unity was touched on in Juraj Popovič’s 2023 article Conception of Human Being in Analytical Idealism where the author posits that 
‘Ancient tribes and nations believed that there was a direct connection between the internal human world…and the outer, physical world… and it was widely believed that the human mind can have direct influence on the physical world. Human was thus intimately connected to the universe, and what was happening inside his mind found correspondence in the events of the external world, and vice versa.’[footnoteRef:19] [19:  Popovič, Juraj. 2023. ‘Conception of Human Being in Analytical Idealism: How Human and Cosmos Are Interlinked through Consciousness’, Human Affairs, 33.2 (De Gruyter): 224–36 <https://doi.org/10.1515/humaff-2022-1013> pp. 225] 

This theme becomes evident when Bertol ends her paper with a contemplation that seems to agree with Popovič’s claim when she reveals that the primary purpose of the Sunset Farm project was ‘to create awareness of our presence in space and time, with architecture framing the land and sky, evoking ancient cosmologies and promoting contemplative meditation on nature’.[footnoteRef:20] This artistic statement shows her sensitivity to an archaic cultural attitude that understood our mutual reliance on the larger world but was lost through technological advances. This is further evident when considering that she has dedicated this creative work to promoting realignment to something larger than the visitor, reconnecting them back to the land and sky. [20:  Bertol, Daniela. 2006. ‘Framing the Land and Sky: Art Meets Cosmology in a Sustainable Environment’, Leonardo, 39.2: 125–30 <https://doi.org/10.1162/leon.2006.39.2.125> pp.130] 

Based on his article, one can assume that Chappel also agrees with Popovič’s hypothesis through his reiteration of Berry’s suggestion that ‘seeing the earth from the perspective of intimacy and compassion further degradation might be averted’.[footnoteRef:21] Chappel’s decision to quote this passage in particular displays his conviction in the link between the subjective and private goings of the human mind, its worldview, and the way that one’s perspective directly impacts the material world. Chappel then continues by quoting Berry directly, asserting that the ‘reenchantment with the earth as a living reality, is the condition for our rescue of the earth from the impending destruction that we are imposing upon it’.[footnoteRef:22] Chappel’s essay can inspire the reader by putting forward the idea that how we see the world, as deconsecrated or sacred, influences how we treat the environment and atmosphere which effects all who reside here.  [21:  Chapple, Christopher Key. 1998. ‘Thomas Berry, Buddhism, and the New Cosmology’, Buddhist-Christian Studies, 18: 147 <https://doi.org/10.2307/1390450> pp.150]  [22:  Chapple, Thomas Berry, Buddhism, and the New Cosmology, pp. 150] 

Conclusion
In this critical comparison, I began by taking each author’s personal and professional background and prior education into consideration as they related to their respective essays. Bertol’s paper was intended to promote interest in her nonprofit location, Sunset Farm, an artistic landmark she has created and infused with symbolism, imagery, and celestial associations aimed at kindling a feeling of relationship between land, sky, and the individual. While she is aware of contemporary and historical monuments that were created to promote this same effect, her article lacks sufficient sources to support her objective. The focus of Chappel’s essay was to promote the work of Thomas Berry and his understanding of Buddhism to further environmental consciousness in Asia through a three-step process he identified in Berry’s prior work. Chappel’s strength is his experience in religious history and familiarity with Berry’s work; Chappel defends his decision to center Berry’s views and references several of his books which provides ample evidence that supports his argument. Bertol and Chappel’s methods towards ecological change are distinct; Chappel strongly supports a harsh confrontation with reality, imagining that the guilt will arouse individual and social change. While Bertol assumes, with no supporting evidence, that one’s outlook can be changed through a nature walk on her land. Despite the differences in approach, these two share the fundamental belief in and advocacy for a deeper sense of interconnection between humans and nature.
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