	A Community profile: A town in the heart of Mid Wales	2020


What is a Community profile?
According to CommunityPlanning.net (2016) Community profiling is used in order to build a picture of a specific geographical areas needs and resources. Developing a community profile allows specific social and economic trends to be identified. A community profiles information should come from a combination of primary and secondary sources. Primary sources include methods such as interviewing and actively involving members of the local area, whereby secondary sources can be found in places such as the internet or newspaper articles (Cutr, no date). 
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The Background
This small rural Welsh town is nestled on the outskirts of the county of Ceredigion in West Wales. The small market town of Llandysul sits on the banks of the river Teifi and is steeped in history and the Welsh culture (Llandysul, no date). Llandysul is located 16 miles from the bustling town of Carmarthen and 33 miles from the seaside town of Aberystwyth. This small town offers a sustainable community which boasts a sense of belonging and identity from those who reside there (Acre, 2013). Ceredigion County Council (2006)  have identified Llandysul as being one of the ‘six town areas’ and although Llandysul works on a local level it has been acknowledged by the local council as being a town of great importance within Ceredigion.
Who lives in the Community?
Resident population
Census’s (2011) provides the population figures for the area which states the town is occupied by 1439 residents with the average number of households reaching 660. Out of the 1439 residents only 1411 of these are living in households with the other 28 residing in communal dwellings.

Age
Llandysul’s population sees the majority of the town’s residents being those over the age of 60. Below is a graph which has been created using statistics collected from Census’s (2011) data collection service and shows the number of broad age ranges living within the village. 
	Broad Age range
	2011 population

	0-9
	147

	10-14
	86

	15-24
	171

	25-44
	299

	45-59
	287

	60+
	449


                    (Census, 2011)
The data also states that households in the town have a total of 403 dependants living within them, with a total of 267 being young people aged between 10 and 25.
Transport
Llandysul’s transport links are limited both in and out of the village, with the local bus service only offering a twice daily service. Although in 2019 a company named Traveline Cymru began an additional service which saw a daily through bus service from Aberystwyth to Cardiff (See appendix three –Traveline.Cymru - Service T1C) In addition to the bus services there is also a local taxi facility but because of the rural location of the village travel using this mode of transport can become expensive. 
Census (2011) state that of the 660 households within the village 120 of these do not own a car and are reliant on public transportation and friends and family. In an area of such limited transport links the need for a car becomes vital and the lack of infrastructure can cause social isolation to many. 
Crime
Llandysul is a village which upholds a high level of social cohesion and an environment which provides a feeling of safety for those who reside there. This is backed by low levels of crime which occur, especially with burglary and violence being recorded as being zero from August 2018 to January 2019. 
Even with the lack of amenities and facilities available for the young people of Llandysul the crime rates are still very low and I believe this is due to the services which are provided being of great quality and the community spirit which is readily available for all.
Education 
On the outskirts of the village lays a newly opened super school which is known as Ysgol Bro Teifi. The school caters for those aged three to eighteen and individuals who attend are taught through the medium of Welsh. The schools rural location means the school caters for many children and young people from surrounding rural areas and whom have to use school bus services to commute to their place of education (Ysgol Bro Teifi, no date). 
If young people choose that sixth form is not suitable for them but want to attend college then they must commute approximately 13 miles to Coleg Ceredigion in Cardigan or Coleg Sir Gar in Carmarthen. This again can become difficult with the lack of transportation links.
Leisure
Located within Llandysul is the well known Paddlers canoe centre which offers people of all ages opportunities to explore the outdoors including orienteering, raft building, rock climbing and of course canoeing through the rapids of the river teifi. The centre caters for those of all ages and runs an active summer programme which sees families, youth groups and birthday parties also. As well as the paddlers the village boasts a small library, a football pitch, numerous walking trails and clubs such as karate. A charity run leisure centre is also located in the small village and offers those of all ages a swimming pool, sports hall and many exercise classes. As well as all of this the leisure centre offers an after school and summer programme specifically aimed at those three to eight as well as swimming lessons throughout the school term. 
Finally nestled in the centre of Llandysul is a youth centre known as Tysul youth which offers unique experiences to the young people aged ten to twenty five.
The future of Llandysul
Recommendations: The voice of young people
It has been made apparent throughout my time spent in my level five placement that the young people of Llandysul live in a village which provides them with a feeling of safety and security. I believe this is due to the lack of crimes which occur and the social cohesion that the community members of the village uphold. 
In June the community members of Llandysul held a consultation meeting and distributed a document named ‘ Llandysul place plan’ (See appendix three – Llandysul place plan) which looked at the facilities and services the village already possessed and those which needed development. Unfortunately the young people were provided with very little input and feel their voices were irrelevant in their local and wider communities. Following the disclosure of the young people’s feelings in this matter I planned and delivered a session called ‘’behind the mask’’ (see appendix three – session plan, behind the mask) which saw the county’s MP Mr Ben Lake join the young people in discussions about their views and opinions on their community and their hopes for the future of young people. Below are some recommendations the young people put forward during the session for the future expansion of their village.  
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As well as these recommendations from the young people, from a professional perspective I would recommend that in order to build upon the already strong level of social cohesion within the village that young people are to be provided further opportunities in such events which allow their voices to be truly heard. I would also recommend the need for the local council to provide funding for further opportunities to enhance the young people’s experiences and holistic growth. 
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