Wales tourism levy debate (against)
Wales should implement a tourism levy /negative impacts the tourism levy will fund
My notes
Today, I am arguing against the introduction of a tourism levy in Wales. Although the levy is often presented as a way to raise money and manage tourism, evidence from government reports, tourism bodies, and economic research shows that it could harm the Welsh economy, damage local businesses, and fail to bring the improvements it promises.
1. Tourism Is Too Important to Risk Damaging
Tourism is a big part of the Welsh economy, especially in rural and coastal areas. According to information from gov.wales, tourism brings in billions of pounds each year and supports a large number of jobs across Wales. Overnight visitors alone bring in over £2 billion.
However, reports discussed by Yahoo News UK and Welsh tourism groups show that many areas in Wales have still not fully bounced back after COVID-19. Visitor numbers in some places are still lower than before, while costs for businesses like energy, food, and wages have gone up.
Research mentioned in Welsh Government papers on gov.wales shows that people travelling within the UK are very careful about money. Even small price increases can change where they choose to go. I disagree with the tourism levy because it would make Wales more expensive than nearby places in England, which do not charge this tax, pushing visitors to go elsewhere.

2. Strong Signs the Levy Could Put People Off Visiting
The Welsh Government’s own reports on gov.wales say that a tourism levy could lead to fewer people visiting Wales, especially fewer overnight stays. This is important because people who stay overnight spend much more money than day visitors.
Warnings from Mid Wales Tourism, shared through Business in the News, say that overnight stays could fall by between 2% and 10% if the levy is introduced. I disagree with the levy because even a small drop like this can cause real damage. Fewer overnight stays mean less money for hotels, cafés, shops, and local attractions.
Instead of helping communities, the levy could lead people to shorten their trips, visit for the day only, or choose other destinations completely.

3. Jobs Could Be Lost
Tourism supports a lot of jobs in Wales. According to figures reported by Herald.Wales, around 159,000 jobs depend on tourism. Many of these jobs are in areas where there are not many other work options.
Research mentioned on Yahoo News UK, based on studies shared with the Senedd, suggests that hundreds of jobs could be lost if the tourism levy causes fewer people to visit. I disagree with the levy because the risk of people losing their jobs is far more serious than the possible money raised by the tax.
Reports on gov.wales also say that rural and lower-income areas would be hit the hardest. These areas depend heavily on tourism, so any drop in visitor spending could damage local communities for a long time.

4. Small and Rural Businesses Would Take the Biggest Hit
Most tourism businesses in Wales are small, family-run businesses. According to information from the Country Land and Business Association, many of these businesses already struggle with rising costs and make only small profits.
Research shared by Mid Wales Tourism shows that small businesses find it much harder to deal with extra costs and paperwork than large hotel chains. The tourism levy would force these businesses to collect the tax and follow new rules, adding more pressure.
I disagree with the levy because small businesses would likely have to raise prices, making them less attractive to visitors. In rural areas, this could lead to businesses closing, people losing jobs, and fewer services for local residents.

5. The Money Raised Might Not Improve Anything
Supporters of the levy say it could raise up to £33 million a year. This figure comes from Welsh Government papers published on law.gov.wales. However, reports on gov.wales make it clear there is no promise this money would be used to improve tourism.
The reports explain that the money could be used to cover costs councils already have, instead of paying for new or better services. Some of the money would also be spent on running the levy itself. I disagree with the levy because people may end up paying more without seeing any real improvements.

6. Environmental and Social Benefits Are Weak
The levy is often defended as a way to protect the environment. However, environmental and rural reports on gov.wales say the levy does not control how many people visit, when they visit, or where they go.
This means problems like overcrowding, litter, and damage to nature will still exist. I disagree with the levy because charging people does not fix these issues — better planning and management would work better.
Social reports on gov.wales also warn that the levy would affect low-income families, school trips, and youth groups the most. These groups are more likely to cancel trips if prices rise, which limits access to Welsh culture, history, and education.
Conclusion

To sum up, evidence from gov.wales, Mid Wales Tourism, Yahoo News UK, Herald.Wales, and Business in the News shows that a tourism levy in Wales could:
· Put people off visiting
· Reduce overnight stays and local spending
· Lead to job losses, especially in rural areas
· Harm small, family-run businesses
· Fail to deliver real improvements

For these reasons, I strongly disagree with introducing a tourism levy in Wales. Instead, Wales should focus on better planning and supporting tourism in ways that protect jobs and communities without making visitors pay more.



