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I began illustrating my research ideas to design a weapon by using a mind map. This way I was able to plan out an effective method for researching and designing my idea. I started by using some commonly known weapons as real-life examples to base my design off. The ideas are based on the sci-fi video game genre with a target audience for 1st person shooter and between the ages of 15-25. 
Mood Board 1
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Building on my research I began to study different silhouettes of guns by using a mood board to understand the different shapes and legibility they have to be recognised as a gun/weapon. 


Mood Board 2
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I then began studying different styles and aesthetic from other sources such as real-life examples, films, TV, and video games. Because I wanted to design a gun, I had to take into consideration the practical application of the design. For example, I decided to use the sci-fi genre in order to use an appropriate design that would work in a sci-fi video game. Whilst designing, the use of the sci-fi genre was considered throughout the process. 
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Design Process Handgun
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	Initial sketch design 
	Blocking out shape 
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	Adding linework 
	Adding in additional detail and features 
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	Adding shading to the design 
	Adding vartion to design 



My initial experimentation was with designing a handgun. 


Desing Process Alien Grenade Launcher 
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	Using mood board to get creative inspirations for my design 
	Using template sketch as a design reference  
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	Initial design sketch 
	Linework  
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	Adding in base colours 
	Adding in coulour contrasts and value to the design 
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Organic Alien Design


Design process Alien/Futuristic Grenade Launcher
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	Using mood board to get creative inspirations for my design 
	Using block out method for initial shape
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	Design sketch 
	Linework  
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	Adding in base colours 
	Adding in coulour contrasts and value to the design 
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Industrial Design 
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Marine Design
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I created a legible shape and design of a grenade launcher as a template to develop different design iterations. 
	[image: A drawing of an object

Description automatically generated]

	
	Grenade Launcher Modern 

	
Achieving an organic design required using more organic shapes instead of solid geometric shapes. “Organic shapes are those that regularly occur in nature…They tend to be curvier, composed of looser lines and less symmetrical than inorganic shapes” [23]
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	Organic alien grenade launcher 

	The basis of this design is the integration of the triangles. Triangles are commonly used as a trope in sci-fi films such as Transformers [26], Stargate SG-1 [27], and Fifth Element [28]
“Triangles remind us of spearheads, and rows of them can feel like shark’s teeth. As such, they inherently imply danger.” [23] This was considered in the design to give a more threatening feel and style. 
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	Futuristic alien grenade launcher

	Using inspiration for this design comes from cartoons such as Rick and Morty [30] and Futurama [29] taking heavy influence from the sci-fi genre. I also decided to use a similar style with the examples using a cartoonish visual styled design, incorporating black outlines and bold colours. 
	[image: A green and black machine

Description automatically generated with medium confidence]

	
	Industrial grenade launcher 

	Influence of marine style weapon with inspiration from the video game Subnautica [19], the movie Aquaman [31] and real-life examples such as the deep-sea Anglerfish and textures and forms which include shelf coral, fish scales, anemones, fish tail and waves. This design also incorporates colour theory by using different hues of blue that relate to sea life and also organic forms. 
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	Ocean alien grenade launcher 
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