



Explore and evaluate the use of body worn cameras in evidence-based policing.
This essay aims to explore and evaluate the use of body-worn cameras in evidence-based policing throughout.
Body-worn cameras are small devices that are attached to police officer’s uniforms. They are designed to be seen by the public so that everyone is aware that police officers wear them, allowing them to know when they are being used. The cameras are turned on from the start of every officer’s shift and immediately capture a thirty-second rolling video and audio loop. The thirty-second video is not saved until an officer activates their camera to record. This means the thirty-second video captured before the recording is now included. To know the camera is recording, a flashing red light will show on the top right-hand side of the camera, and the front screen will display what the camera is capturing. When police officers start recording, they will make people aware. Police officers will always activate their cameras from the moment they arrive at an incident or at the start of an encounter. They will continue to record until it is no longer necessary. Another reason why they will stop recording is if another system takes over, for example, a CCTV camera in a police station. The footage of any incidents is stored on an internal device and in a secure location after every officer’s shift. If the footage of any incidents is not needed after thirty-one days, they will be automatically deleted. However, if any evidence captured is required for evidence in court or other legal proceedings, it will be retained for those purposes (GOV.UK, 2022), (Metropolitan Police, 2023) and (Moss & Co Solicitors, 2022).
Police officers will always use their body-worn cameras when they are stopping a vehicle, going somewhere to arrest someone, searching a property, land or a vehicle, carrying out a stop and search procedure, attending a critical incident, using force against someone or someone’s property and when attending a domestic abuse response (Metropolitan Police, 2023).
Evidence-based policing is the best way to get the best available evidence possible. It can inform and challenge policing policies and their decisions. Anyone within the police service can use the evidence-based policing approach. It can also be supported by academics and other partners who work together (College of Policing, 2023).
Some advantages of evidence-based policing include allowing those who use the crime reduction toolkit to see the impacts of the different interventions on crimes. It also allows the people to understand how they work, where they work, how they are implemented and their costs (College of Policing, 2023).
Evidence-based policing is very compatible with the approaches to prevent crimes. For example, problem-oriented policing requires the engagement of police officers and other agencies to use a scientific method to reduce crime issues within different communities (Goldstein, 1990) and (Rogers, et al., 2022).
The problem-oriented policing is an approach that can help tackle crimes. This involves identifying specific issues, and they must be analysed thoroughly to understand them. Tailored responses need to be developed to assess the effects of the reactions. The problem-oriented policing approach uses the SARA model. The SARA model has four stages: scanning, analysis, response and assessment. The scanning stage gathers information and intelligence on any issues and identifies underlying causes. The response stage develops and implements activities to solve any causes or problems identified in the analysis stage. The final stage is the assessment, which measures the impact of the response stage and tests its effectiveness. If it is not effective enough, changes will be made to the response stage to improve this. The problem-oriented policing approach does work, and it is effective (College of Policing, 2023).
A disadvantage of evidence-based policing is that it does not provide definitive answers (College of Policing, 2023).
The criminological theories that underpin the use of body-worn cameras include deterrence theory and perceived social surveillance. Having the deterrence theory in place reduces people from engaging in any wrongdoings because nobody wants to get caught or punished. Body-worn cameras can serve as a threat when detecting negative behaviour. For example, police officers sometimes use unnecessary force. Body-worn cameras can reduce those behaviours (Ariel, et al., 2016) and (National Institute of Justice, 2022).
Additional research shows that people will behave in a manner that adheres to the social norms and change their conduct in a socially desirable way when they know they are being observed, monitored and recorded (National Institute of Justice, 2022).
People are less likely to become aggressive when they know they are being observed, monitored and recorded on a body-worn camera. Therefore, they are more likely to cooperate with police officers. Because of this, police officers are less likely to react inappropriately, for example, by behaving rudely or using force against someone (National Institute of Justice, 2022).
Perceived social surveillance is the same as the deterrence theory. When people know that they are being watched, monitored, observed and recorded by officers wearing body-worn cameras or through CCTV, their behaviours change in a socially desirable way (National Institute of Justice, 2022).
Another criminological theory includes the Rational Choice Theory (Cornish & Clarke, 2023). This theory focuses on the decision-making process of those who offend, which, alongside the deterrence theory, helps prevent any crime. Urban planning and improved surveillance need to be increased and carried out to detect offenders effectively. Having more surveillance in place, such as police officers with body cameras and more CCTV around specific areas where particular crimes occur, will also be an effective way of detecting offenders (New South Wales Government Justice, 2011). 
The strengths of body-worn cameras include the following; they allow police officers to provide the video footage captured as evidence in court (GOV.UK, 2023), they provide transparency, for example, during a stop and search procedure or when force is used, and they allow the officers to look back at the footage to help them write out their reports regarding an incident or an encounter they were dealing with accurately (Metropolitan Police, 2023).
Body-worn cameras have helped reduce the number of untruthful complaints about police officers and can be used as an effective training tool. Body-worn cameras are beneficial to support arrests and prosecutions. They also provide police officers in training sessions with opportunities (White, 2014).
Body-worn cameras are surveillance tools which help to promote police officer's safety and efficiency in reducing crime. They can also help to prevent certain crimes from escalating further. Body-worn cameras also help to improve interactions between police officers and the public. There have also been improvements in police officers and the public’s behaviours since body-worn cameras were introduced(Chapman, 2018).
Body-worn cameras worn by police officers are a great way to make the streets safer. Also, having this device and police dash cameras are very useful tools to use as evidence in the courts of law (10-8 Video Digital Evidence Solutions, 2023) and (Cliffe, et al., 2016).
Some weaknesses of body-worn cameras include poor video quality. This is mainly because police officers are always on the move, and the lighting may not be great. There may also be some blurry footage at times, making it difficult to see precisely what is going on or identifying someone in the footage may be difficult as the footage is not one hundred per cent clear at the time. However, this technology is constantly improving, so these issues should be much better and clearer in years to come. Another weakness is the lack of privacy. Police officers have got their cameras on all of the time from the beginning of their shift to the end of their shift. During this time, they will capture the public for a short while which can be invasive. Not only does it limit the privacy of the public, but it also invades the police officer’s privacy. However, if it means better protocol enforcement by the police, then the small price is worth paying (10-8 Video Digital Evidence Solutions, 2023) and (Thomsen, 2020).
Body-worn cameras' ethical limitations include poor data management or storage. This means there will not always be enough space on the devices, resulting in some footage not being captured or recorded due to the limited space available. There are also concerns about the footage being lost, hacked into or stolen. Another ethical limitation includes insufficient evidence on how effective the body-worn cameras are. Some research has been carried out regarding what police officers and the public think of them, but more research needs to be done. There have also been mixed results regarding the positives, negatives, efficiencies and inefficient research found with body-worn cameras. Due to some computers and their software, transferring the data from the body-worn cameras can be ineffective because the computers and the software do not always work, and the storage may be limited on the computers. There is also a concern about recording and sharing specific footage with a third party without permission. These devices capture sensitive information and footage of vulnerable people such as parents, children, victims, defendants, etc. This may not damage the reputation of the police service, but it may cause them to lose the public’s trust if something happens (Miranda, 2022) and (Cliffe, et al., 2016). 
The use of body-worn cameras as evidence regarding a stop and search procedure is beneficial because they provide reassurance and transparency to police officers, the individual being searched and the public’s interactions throughout the process. Body-worn cameras allow police officers to demonstrate the professional standards of officers in any situation. They are also valuable tools to have to gather evidence. Stop and search procedures are used to allow police officers to investigate any suspicions that they have about an individual without going in for an arrest immediately. Stop and search procedures are only fair and effective when police officers can justify their actions lawfully. This includes police officers believing they will find a prohibited article or item on the individual that was used in a specific crime they are investigating. The individual must understand why they are being stopped and searched and treated with respect by the officers. The stop and search procedure must be necessary and the most proportionate method police officers can use in order to establish if the individual is in possession of an item, etc, that they are looking for. Body-worn cameras are handy tools to have in these cases because they capture every moment of the stop and search procedure. It is an excellent way to protect police officers, individuals and the public from any false accusations. They also show what happened in the footage precisely with transparency throughout. Suppose individuals are caught with a prohibited article or item in their possession. In that case, this will be captured and recorded on the police officer’s body-worn camera and used as evidence in court. Body-worn cameras are valuable tools in any situation or incident because they can capture everything that is going on at the time (Thames Valley Police, 2023)
All police officers should always use body-worn cameras during the stop and search procedures because anything could happen during the process. Having this captured and recorded on the body cameras will help in the process of prosecutions. Also, it is an effective way of capturing all the evidence needed (The Guardian, 2023).
In conclusion, body-worn cameras and their advantages, disadvantages, and ethical limitations were explained. The criminological theories underpinning the use of body-worn cameras were explained and explored. The core ideas of evidence-based policing were also explained and discussed. Finally, the use of body-worn cameras was evaluated within a specific crime topic, a stop and search process regarding their evidence.
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