Summing Up session 2
To summarise and equally apply the idea of cultural memory, try to connect this theory with the idea of authorisation of and authorised heritage as outlined in
Smith, L. 2006. Uses of Heritage. Abingdon: Routledge --> chapter 3+4
write a short forum entry 200-400 words and answer to the entry of one of your classmates
Laura Jane Smith argues that the Authorised Heritage Discourse (AHD) focuses our attention on ‘aesthetically pleasing material objects, sites, places and/or landscapes that current generations ‘must’ care for, protect and revere so that they may be passed to nebulous future generations for their ‘education’, and to forge a sense of common identity based on the past.’[footnoteRef:23620]  [23620:  L.J. Smith, Uses of Heritage (Routledge, 2006), p 29] 

This process takes place by identifying those who can speak on behalf of heritage or ‘the past’, usually in the form of experts such as archaeologists or historians.[footnoteRef:476] The AHD would appear, on the surface to ignore the idea of cultural memory; that memory which through education binds the individual to a particular region or nation.[footnoteRef:15882] The AHD ‘promotes a certain set of western elite cultural values as being universally applied’[footnoteRef:21301]  [476:  Ibid]  [15882:  A, Assmann, ‘Cultural Memory and Western Civilisation Arts of Memory; Fuctions, Media and Archives’, (Cambridge University Press, 2011). Pg 3]  [21301:  L.J Smith, ‘Uses of Heritage’ (Routledge, 2006), pg 11] 

However, Renfrew and Bahn point out that archaeology and museums are used in China to reflect the Communist message, focusing on the work of the skilled craftsperson rather than the property of the ruler or king.[footnoteRef:4440] This suggests that the AHD can inform the cultural memory of a community, state or individual without imposing a western mindset. Other systems of AHD such as the Native American Graves Protection and Repatriation ACT (NAGPRA) recognises the validity of oral tradition in relation to communities' ancestors.[footnoteRef:25879] This act, while originating with traditional “experts’ as described by the AHD also incorporates as “experts” the views, beliefs and traditions of the communities whose ancestors may be represented by remains held by museums, universities and archaeologists. [4440:  C, Renfrew & P, Bahn, ‘Archaeology: Theories, Methods and Practice’ (Thames & Hudson, 6th Edition, 2012), pg 536.]  [25879:  C, Renfrew and P, Bahn, ‘Archaeology: Theories, Methods and Practice’, (Thames & Hudson, 6th Edition, 2012), pg. 543.] 


