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I can confirm that I have not used AI generated text to present my work. 

Safeguarding Meeting – Key Worker Script.

Hello everyone, my name is Emily, and I am Child A’s key worker. I am here today to discuss my concerns regarding Child A and answer any questions surrounding these issues. Within my role, the key responsibilities are to build a strong relationship with the children, monitor and support development and learning, and promote inclusion. Another aspect of my role is to ensure the child’s safety and recognising changes in behaviours, moods and well-being. A key worker’s duty is to notice, record, report and act appropriately when a safeguarding concern arises to protect the child in line with policies and procedures. The Department of Education (2025) describes that in every setting, safeguarding policies must include the actions to be taken where there is a safeguarding concern and should be in line with the Early Years Foundation Stage (EYFS) requirements to ensure the safety of the children within the setting. 

My concerns regarding Child A started approximately one month ago when their behaviour changed significantly. Child A is usually a calm, polite and friendly child, however recently they have been displaying as disruptive, unkind behaviour towards peers and I have witnessed unwarranted outbursts of emotions which is very out of character for Child A. In accordance with the Data Protection Act 2018 and UK General Data Protection Regulation (UK GDPR), I discussed my concerns with my leader and in line with Article 3 of the United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child (UNCRC), which is to ensure that we act in the best interest of the child (Save the Children, 2025). Following on from the discussion, we addressed Child A’s mother on the issue however, she did not offer any form of explanation or confirmed whether there were changes regarding home life which would lead to the change in Child A’s behaviour. This decision to address Child A’s mother was supported by the Children Act 1989, which is to prioritise the child’s welfare and to question about the child’s upbringing (House of Commons Library, 2024). 

In addition, my concerns for Child A grows as they are now entering the setting in dirty clothes daily, and the child’s hygiene levels have been deteriorating for some time now. Child A was brought into the setting by a male who was not known to the setting, who carried a distinct smell of alcohol. Whilst the smell of alcohol does not confirm that the male was intoxicated, this observation combined with the recent concerns contribute to my professional judgement that a safeguarding referral was necessary. Child A is now rather withdrawn, and my colleagues and I are aware that there is a younger sister, under a year-old, living in the same property as Child A. Following my leader’s request as well as reviewing Article 19 of the UNCRC, which is to protect children from violence abuse and neglect (UNICEF 2019), I have documented everything I have seen and made a referral to protect Child A as well as their younger sister. The Working Together to Safeguard Children framework highlights the importance of identifying concerns and sharing information appropriately so that children can receive support before their situations escalate. 

These changes within the child including lack of hygiene, attending the setting in dirty clothing, changes in behaviour and the concern surrounding the male with a particular smell to him, may indicate that the child’s emotional well-being, safety and care needs require assessing. The deterioration in Child A’s hygiene also relates to Article 24 of the UNCRC which, according to Welsh Government (no date), is summarised as children have the right to good quality health care and a clean environment so that they can remain health. When a child is deprived of consistent routines, familiar caregivers and predictable environments, they can struggle with, concentration, communication and emotional regulation. Lack of hygiene can affect Child A’s social development and self-esteem as they are frequently unclean compared to peers which can lead to them becoming self-conscience or embarrassed. Poor hygiene can also increase the risk of skin irritation, infections or discomfort. The unfamiliar male also raised concern as the strong smell of alcohol that he carried led me to question his ability to safely supervise and transport Child A. As stated before, it is my responsibility to record every aspect of these concerns to the best of my ability and not make assumptions. 
Although these observations do not confirm that Child A is experiencing neglect or abuse, the concerns raised means that it is my professional responsibility to record them accurately, report them using the appropriate procedures and ensure that Child A’s welfare remains the main consideration throughout the process. 

Thank you all for attending and your continued support throughout this difficult situation. I now hand you over to the children’s health visitor. 
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