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Introduction
This essay will review the importance of academia and look at some of the skills that students can gain and the important issue of academic misconduct while they are studying in further education. 
Academia is vital for the individual’s education and skill development. Universities and other academic institutions provide structured learning where students can acquire knowledge and skills in their chosen fields of study. 
While studying students can gain many skills which will prepare and help them for going into the working world. According to an article on Prospects one of the main skills that students can gain is having responsibility and self-motivation. These skills are important to have as it is up to the student to plan and organise when to get essays completed and getting them completed before the deadline while also putting in the time to revise for upcoming exams while balancing having a social life. (Smith, 2023.)
Four of the skills that we will be reviewing and their importance in academia are, Referencing, Critical Thinking, The Power of Reflection and Academic misconduct.















Main Body
Academia plays an important part in life. By preparing individuals for their chosen career fields the individual can develop various skills and knowledge in the related field which helps the individual as it not only enhances their knowledge but also the individuals’ employability and their self-development which in turn helps open doors to more opportunities for them in the future due to having these desirable skills. 
Below we will review four important topics when it comes to academia. 
Referencing
When writing for assignments, one of the main and important skills used is referencing. It is an essential academic skill as it shows the reader all the sources that have been used for the research of the topic, while also giving credit to the original author. 
There are many ways to reference as there are a few different styles. It is also important to be aware of the different referencing systems as different styles are preferred in different academic disciplines for example the APA (American Psychological Association) is used in Education, Psychology and Sciences and MLA (Modern Language Association) is used by the humanities. (University of Pittsburgh, 2018.)
One of the most popular reference styles used is the Harvard referencing system. The Harvard referencing style has references in two places in writing, in the text of the essay and at the end of the essay with all references used in a list with the authors listed in alphabetical order.
Referencing encourages students to be accountable for their work and discourages cheating and dishonesty as by not using referencing it can be determined as plagiarism. (www.distance-learning-centre.co.uk, n.d.)
Having good referencing also includes having good attention to detail such as the correct page numbering and the accuracy of the relevant facts that will be stated by the individual in the essay paper. According to having attention to referencing not only makes you a better researcher but can enhance your reputation with readers and reviewers. The correct use of referencing and references in an essay can remove any question of plagiarism. (Santini, A. 2018)
Referencing also helps the individual find their own voice when doing assignments by helping the individual write and work on essays and reports that project or reflect on the way the individual perceives things. Evidence that is that is correctly presented and referenced can support and strengthen opinions when doing academic writing. (Neville, C. 2010) 

Critical Thinking
While in education developing critical thinking is an essential and crucial skill.  It helps the individual think effectively and whatever course is being studied students engage in critical thinking when they are analysing, interpreting and investigating information and evidence. ‘To be able to think clearly and reasonably about what to do or believe is known as critical thinking’. (Raj et al., 2022)
Using critical thinking helps to sharpen the mind and help individuals become better at problem solving and help make judgements on the evidence they need to analyse to be able to form their own views and present these views clearly and then they can then draw their own conclusions based on the relevant information.
‘’Finding out what a statement means and to determine whether to accept or reject it, we would be engaged in thinking which for lack of a better term we shall call critical thinking’’ (Ennis, R. H. 1964)
There are many different forms of critical thinking abilities, problem solving being one. Good problem solving is a part of critical thinking as it allows you to analyse and identify information relevant to a problem and with critical thinking the individual can develop a solution much faster. According to the Indeed careers website critical thinking is a very desirable skill that employers look for so learning to be a critical thinker is essential for personal development and more career opportunities in the future. (Indeed 2023)

The Power of Reflection
Reflection is an important skill that involves also thinking critically and consciously about the individuals experience, thoughts and actions. Reflection is a very valuable skill and is crucial for personal and professional development. 
When making a mistake in life when we recognise it, we can then rectify it in the future. This is a form of reflective learning. When taking the time to reflect on our own experiences both personally and professionally this can help us lead to significant growth and improvement. (Kouly M, 2023)

A written piece which perfectly explains reflection and its importance as a skill in life is “Reflection deepens learning. The act of reflecting is one which causes us to make sense of what we’ve learned, why we learned it, and how that increment of learning took place. Moreover, reflection is about linking one increment of learning to the wider perspective of learning - heading towards seeing the bigger picture. Reflection is equally useful when our learning has been unsuccessful - in such cases indeed reflection can often give us insights into what may have gone wrong with our learning, and how on a future occasion we might avoid now-known pitfalls. Most of all, however, it is increasingly recognised that reflection is an important transferable skill, and is much valued by all around us, in employment, as well as in life in general.” (Race, A.P.2023)
In the workplace many leaders/managements often possess strong reflective skills. Having these skills helps them learn from failures and successes in the workplace and they can reflect on these situations and can improve performance. 
Another example of reflection could be when an individual gets poor grades on their academic work and uses this as a time to reflect on how they could achieve a better result. What could they have done differently to achieve a better mark. Using Gibbs Reflective Cycle can help the individual with being more reflective in education and other life issues by learning from the various situations they face.
Academic Misconduct
Academic misconduct is the actions of a student which gives or has potential to give them an unfair advantage on assignments or even possessing unauthorised materials for examinations in the hopes to give them a better grade.
Some forms of academic misconduct could be plagiarism where the individual presents someone else’s work or ideas as their own. This could be as simple as copy and pasting text found online without the intention to put the time in to paraphrase and reference but instead taking short cuts to complete essays as their own work.
Self-plagiarism is when the individual submits the same work that they have already submitted for another assessment when it has not been permitted to do so. Another form of academic misconduct is Collusion which is when the individual works with another person on an assessment which is due to be the individuals own work and is submitted as their own and is substantially different from the work they originally worked on. (UWTSD 2019)
In modern times students are tempted to use artificial intelligence applications to write essays for themselves and pass these off as their own writing or even going as far as paying someone to write an essay for them and then submitting it as their own work which could lead to being classed as contract cheating by the university, another form of academic misconduct.
Universities know how plagiarism is a major problem, according to the Guardian there have been a number of increases in plagiarism and academic misconduct cases since the introduction of online exams (Weale,S. 2023)
With students submitting papers to combat the increase in plagiarism universities now have a plagiarism tool which helps them detect when a student has given in a paper which is not of their own work and can also detect if that paper has been sold to another student in a different university. (UWTSD 2019) This is very beneficial to the university as it helps crackdown on students who are gaining an advantage over others to gain better marks than when they would submit their own work.
























Conclusion
In conclusion the importance of academia is that it is a vital institution for the education and skill development of the individuals choosing to study. By going through further education these skills help shape the individual ready for the working world. 
By providing structured learning environments students can not only better themselves but further their knowledge and education while studying in their chosen fields. Just by reviewing a few skills that can be gained while in education we can see how beneficial it is for students to put the time in and study in academia. 
Not only do these skills help while in education but they help the individual by having desirable skills that employers are looking for and will help them in the future securing jobs they wish to apply for and in the future while in employment these skills will still be beneficial as they will help with the job roles they undertake for example leadership roles.
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