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Introduction:

This dissertation has studied the nexus of dogs within the police service, including their roles and responsibilities, and has presented a thorough discussion into the ethical principles of operational police dogs.  All investigative measures were conducted through gathering and analysing academic literature, and through conducting primary research techniques.  Such methods included the design and distribution of a survey to operational police officers, police staff, retired officers and to persons who are not associated with the police service.  This manner of primary research was chosen, as according to Kadam (2023, p.195) it is a direct way of establishing the attitudes and views of an individual.  Two research objectives were incorporated within this academic study:

“To explore and analyse contemporary research, which entails the utilisation of dogs within policing, whilst identifying the main advantages and disadvantages of using dogs for working, and for therapeutic purposes within a police organisation”.

“To identify if utilising dogs for policing purposes is moral and justified, by gathering and obtaining public opinion”. 

Main Findings:

This paper has accomplished both objectives of the study.  It is evident that from existing literature that dogs have a profound role and contribution within policing, even from historical periods within time.  Authors such as Allsopp (2012, no pagination) describe how dogs were used as guard dogs in fourteenth century France, leading to the creation of an official Police Dog Unit (PDU) in 1908 within the British Transport Police (BTP) (Layton and Rogerson 2016, p.19).  
In the present climate, Barberi et al. 2019 (p.88) describes how police dogs (PDs) are used to apprehend offenders and discover explosives, alongside pinpointing narcotics (Hughes et al. 2016, p.360).  PDs are often utilised for locating missing people and for controlling crowds (Dyfed Powys Police, 2024); Diederich et al. (2020, p.1) also explains how human remains can be detected through a dog’s sense of smell.  PDs provide advantages to police investigations due to their impeccable scent detecting, this skill reduces the amount of time taken during a search period (Hoyt, 2024, p.16).  Additionally, according to Oscar Kilo (2024) dogs are key components within well-being settings, police employees who encounter traumatic circumstances are benefitted by bonding with dogs.  Birdsall et al. (2022, p.24) state that poor mental health (MH) is often seen in policing due to elevated levels of stress and pressure.  
As previously stated, not only was academic literature examined as part of this study.  Sixty-three individuals from within policing backgrounds and non-policing settings participated within a survey which aimed to gather the public opinion on utilising dogs for policing purposes.  It was concluded from this survey that the public approved the use of PDs, with 98.4% of respondents believing that the method was suitable.  Most participants praised PDs for their fine sense of smell and stated that dogs outshine their human counterparts in locating missing persons, detecting illegal substances, and apprehending subjects.  South Yorkshire Police (2024) concur with public opinion and describe PDs as a “huge asset” to the police.  Aside from detaining offenders, Adams et al. (2023, p.700) refers to the protection of officers by dogs.  Leeson (2024) also draws attention to the summer rioting within the United Kingdom (U.K) in 2024, where officers were protected by a PD from a male offender.  On the other hand, in the opinion of Wasilczuk (2023, p.1210), there is no physical proof that dogs reduce crime and decrease the number of injuries sustained by police officers.
Sachkova (2024) calls for PDs to be removed from operational police duties due to unethical treatment.  Merseyside Police (2024) announced that three of their PDs came to harm whilst deployed within the Southport, U.K riots in 2024, with the animals being susceptible to burns, bites, assault by strangulation, kicks, and from objects being thrown at their bodies.  Despite this, when reviewing the primary research survey, 61.9% of participants believed that it is suitable for PDs to be utilised for rioting events, compared to the 28.6% who stated it is unsuitable, and 9.5% who were unsure on the matter.  Bischoff (2018, p.396) provides insight into how PDs sustain injuries from exposure to narcotics such as cocaine.  However, 91.9% of respondents to the primary survey believe that using dogs for policing purposes is ethical compared to 8.1% who were unsure.  In the opinion of Hoyt (2024, p.2), further study is needed on whether dogs should be withdrawn from policing as there is a lack of evidence.  The primary survey conducted as part of this dissertation has provided such further evidence, with 98.4% of survey participants stating that they did not wish for PDs to be removed from their police duties.  1.6% of respondents were not sure on the matter.  

Limitations:

Throughout this study there were several limitations which proved to be difficult.  An example of this would be the word count, where in certain segments of this dissertation this was limited.  For example, in the analysis of results chapter, only a small fragment of the results collated from the research survey could be discussed.  In addition to this, another challenge faced within this dissertation was time management. Conducting this research whilst employed as a full-time operational response police officer proved difficult, due to a working shift pattern that includes early and late shifts, and whilst managing stressful situations at work.

Conclusion of results:

This dissertation has provided an analysis of the utilisation of dogs within the police service and has evaluated the efficiency and ethical implications of working police dogs in modern day policing.  Such research has discussed how dogs are used for policing purposes, and how they provide positive attributes to the police service.  Furthermore, this study has additionally revealed how dogs can be negatively impacted or harmed by the harsh difficulties of the operational policing role.  Academic writing has provided certain insight into the opinions of authors regarding the moral principles surrounding utilising dogs within the police, however there were unexplored areas within such literature. Primary research conducted within this dissertation has investigated the gaps and has revealed that utilising dogs within policing is believed to be ethical by the public, and that dogs should continue to function as serving members of the police service. 
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