Saint Augustine

Saint Augustine was a Christian bishop in the ancient seaport of Hippo.[footnoteRef:1] A prestigious priest born in 354AD and began his major works around 396 AD to 430 AD, most known for his contributions in the fields of theology, philosophy, logic and doctrine in the Christian society.” Having adapted Classical thought to create a powerful theological system and having helped lay the foundation for much of medieval and modern Christian teaching, St. Augustine is perhaps the most significant Christian thinker after St. Paul.”[footnoteRef:2] He stablished the doctrine ‘original sin’ which is well-used and known today by large number of Christians and theologians in Christianity which stablished that not only does who openly commit sin are sinful but every human being after Adam and Eve are sinful by nature. He also believed that the six days of creation presented in the book of genesis was a logical framework rather than the days in which we use to measure time. The two most well know works are confessions [footnoteRef:3]with a critical self-examination of the spiritual nature of the human and the natural inclination to sinfulness of the human being. city of God.[footnoteRef:4] Which is the work we will be using as primary source for this essay is regarded as a colossal piece of work. This essay aims to look at the author as well as the book city of God to analyse who Saint Augustine was, his influence on Christian doctrine and though and the relevance of his work to the society in which he lived as well as the relevance of his work today and the western society in which we live. [1:  City Now known as Algeria ]  [2:  Biography of Saint Augustine of Hippo James O’Donnell Nov 9,2022]  [3:  Confessions, R. Pine-Coffin (tr.) (London: Penguin, 1961)]  [4:  Augustine, J. W. C. Wand, and J. W. C. (John William Charles) Wand, St. Augustine’s City of God (London: Oxford University Press, 1963)] 

The book city of God was a critique to the allegations that Christianity was the reason for the fall of Rome. He goes on to separate and distinguish what he called the earthly city and the heavenly city. Believing that Christians should know and focus on the utopia of the heavenly city which neither could it happen on earth noir would humans ever be able to achieve while living in the physical realm. The struggle of living in a fallible society/world was neither the fault of romans noir was the fault of Christians but only the way in which God created things to be. In the first book he goes to describe that bad and good both come from God, and they ought to happen to good people as well as bad people. That neither was one poor because he was lacking religious virtues, morals and ethics. Noir was one rich because they attained the grace of God by following a doctrine at every step of their lives.
A book which can be seen as quite outrageous at times an extremely interesting argument posed by Augustine was the argument of weather the virgins raped during the sack of Rome remained or lost their virginity. As he argus that due to the nature of the crime committed to them and the fact that neither did the women want noir did they enjoy the sexual intercourse, therefore they are still virgins. However, one must point out that an opinion of that time which seemed to be progressive is quite extreme. Where Augustine argus that being raped has a good side to it, stating that virgin women were taught a lesson as to not boast about their virginity.
Although Augustine text on city of God might have some aspects of a political and social philosophy, one believes that the work focus was an invitation/calling to the people to enter the city of God. A Christianisation of the roman political institutions, with the main argument of attaining happiness the goes on to describe how people should restrict their desires and direct their energy and love to God even at the expense of self-love. However, there has been critics such as Burnell’s [footnoteRef:5]who claim that the utopias provided in the book are unattainable by society and “yields a stubble but consistent treatment of the relationship between politics and the Christian faith.”[footnoteRef:6] And although we know that Augustine did not have any political writings, one should be aware that there are a number of writings by Augustine which can be considered or taken to be political with a great influence to the society of the time as well as the present western world. [5:  Peter J. Brunell “THE STATUS OF POLITICS IN ST. AUGUSTINE’S ‘CITY OF GOD.’” ]  [6:  Peter J. Brunell “THE STATUS OF POLITICS IN ST. AUGUSTINE’S ‘CITY OF GOD.’”  P.14] 

There is no doubt that city of God is crucial to the understanding of western society and how it developed. as Dyson stresses, ‘‘has been immensely important in terms of its influence on the development of various ideological currents in Western thought.’’[footnoteRef:7] His critiques of Rome, its values and their outlook has added great value to the western world when compared to places such a united states of America. Augustine did not believe in the idea that one can arise in society only by means of being good at something as well as the believe that a just society exists as humans have what Augustine called a ‘desire to dominate’. [7:  6 Dyson RW. Foreword. In: Hollingworth, Pilgrim City, vii.] 

A huge number of theologians have been influenced by this work, people such as Thomas Aquinas and john Calvin as well Thomas More’s whose work on utopia has been influenced by the works of Augustine on city of God to an extend where he incorporates some of Augustine’s work into his own. As well as the influence of the cult of saints which helped to resist the Protestantism from spreading to the cities. And the influence of his writing towards Christian society with his views on free will and the problem of evil, where he believes that although God knows whether one will be saved in the last day. This does not interfere in the actions taken by humans. The problem of evil which is a classic paradox of Christianity where one tries to harmonise the undeniable existence of evil in the world against the contrast of the omnipotence and his infinite goodness. Augustine notes that some evil is necessary in order for goodness to exist and again goes back to the idea of free will where one can either chose to do good or not.
Saint Augustine was not just for Christians and the Christian worlds which after Jesus and Saint Paul he is considered to be the most relevant intellectual in Christianity but also to many genres of intellect and to the western world. Not only because he wrote extensively and has also been read extensively all throughout the ages, but because of the vastness of his writing and for the integration of different approaches to Christian theology. He was the one of the most read intellectuals during the middle-ages, also various of his works were studied during the renaissance all the way to the enlightenment. He is credited to have particular importance on the growth of subjects such as, renaissance humanism, protestant theology, cartesian philosophy and the modern conception of the self. 
This essay is a brief account as to how important the person of Saint Augustine and to his works in particular the confessions and the city of God. With great sadness one cannot go into details to the fullness of these works due to their extensive and vastness of knowledge. However, with this brief essay I hope to have shown some of the major aspects of these works and demonstrated the reason why he is still so important for our society. I have not included the much of the end of the book chapters 12-22 due to the nature of the writing which deals with mainly religious affairs, the end of the world, the problems of the biblical historical accounts and the beginning of human sinfulness which started with Adam and eve. This essay goes through the mains arguments of the book city of God, the main debates and crucial points which I believed to be relevant to understand the person of Augustine as well as the works and the reason for his influence.
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