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Personally, I wasn’t originally a big fan of Tristam Shandy but I think that it was mainly because I didn’t understand it. After realising that the novel is not supposed to be an easy read, I can understand why it was so popular for the 18th century as there was nothing like it at the time. I really like that there are particular elements that I have never seen before and it made me realise that there are endless possibilities and less restrictions when it comes to novel writing.

After the lecture, I feel like I learned more about the novel and the actual story that runs throughout. Prior to the lecture, I had read parts of the novel and understood the structure but didn’t have much background about the characters or their personalities.

It was interesting to look at the different readership between Pamela and Tristam Shandy and the fact that more women read Pamela and more men read Shandy. It’s also interesting that the aristocratic upper classes were not keen on Shandy and were practically outraged by the fact that there were so many innuendos and it was not like the conventional pieces of text that they had seen previously.

Although I am not a fan of Shandy, I can appreciate the novel and understand the popularity of it as well as the outrage in the 18th century.

I have two ideas for essay questions that I would like to use although I am unsure on how to word them appropriately.
1) An essay about the gender of the individual voices within 18th century texts as well as the gender of the readership of particular texts 
2) The difference between private and public spaces within 18th century literature
