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Essay:  Demonstrate how Isaiah chapters 1 and 6 represent key chapters essential to our understanding and interpretation of the entire book.
The book of Isaiah is the longest of the Major Prophets.  From an historical point of view according to Coggins, there is enough evidence that the prophet’s life and activity were taking place during the last third of the 8th century BCE, when Judah was under threat, first from its Northern neighbours, Israel and Damascus and then from the Assyrians.[footnoteRef:2]  [2:  Barton J. and Muddiman J. Coggins  commentary on Isaiah 1 in Oxford Bible Commentary Page 433.] 

 The historical and literary setting provides much information that aids in the overall context, as well as the Theological themes, the echoes of the Exodus and wilderness deliverance provides a model for a new return from exile to the  land promised in (40:3-5) and the restoration of a destroyed Jerusalem as a symbol of renewed divine favour seen in chapter 52.
   chapter 1 and 6 provides much and set the stage for a clear understanding of the entire book, as it relates to the message of Isaiah in his vision with regards to Judah and Jerusalem during the reign of the four kings of Judah: Uzziah, Jotham, Ahaz, and Hezekiah.  
The vision here in chapter 1 provides a clear picture of state of the nation on which I will deal with as is seen in vision of chapter 6, which dates to approximately 739-690 B.C.   Of paramount importance to any Bible student is how do these passages provide links to our understanding and interpretation of the entire book.  Clements (1980a:28) cited in Coggins commentary has observed that there is a link between chapter 1 and the last part of the book, this he said is expressed as a selection of the prophet’s sayings to give a general preface and guide to his teaching.  However; from careful observation it can be viewed as the introduction to some of the major themes of the entire book.  
The issues of sin, judgement and hoped for restoration are those with which the community of Israel and the prophetic writings were deeply concerned, and they form the overarching structure of the book of Isaiah.
The chapters provide a clear introduction to the entire prophecy, along with the messages Israel should hear through the prophet Isaiah.  Being concerned with the conditions of Judah in 8th century BCE, Isaiah pronounces his message in the capital Jerusalem which criticizes the contemporary kings together with the social and cultic establishment threatening the danger of an Assyrian invasion.[footnoteRef:3] [3:  The Blackwell Companion to the Hebrew Bible ed. Leo G Perdue.  Chapter 21 – Latter Prophets: The Major Prophets by Klaus Koch.] 

There can be no doubt that the messages of these chapters are relatively clear in how the prophet proclaimed his message by his introduction in showing the conditions of Israel’s spiritual apathy and sin as well as the call for deep and true repentance.  Clement is of the view that the way the introduction is stated it has given a permanent and timeless relevance, and that this has extended the significance of the prophetic utterances which were originally addressed to specific historical situations in a larger context.[footnoteRef:4]   [4:  Clements, R. Introduction to the Prophecies of Isaiah- Page 28.  ] 

Within the context of the message the way the passage of chapter 1 is outlined it is quite easy to see the nature and extent to which Israel had fallen out of line with the expectation of God.  The impending judgement, the way of deliverance, the appeal to them for repentance and the hope if they turned and the restoration they would enjoy.  
The introductory verse according to Coggins; is comparable to the opening of his contemporaries and the form used here appears to be that of a lawsuit, with witnesses being summoned, this seems to reflect a form of speech adopted from ancient Israelite practice.  The elements of creation heaven and earth are appealed to as witnesses because they would be impartial in their judgement, hence the prophet called upon them as reliable witnesses.   
The prophet uttered a harsh social critique of the conditions in Judah and Jerusalem which recalls the message of Amos, like Amos Isaiah spoke against the increasing exploitation of peasant farmers and their property.  He also spoke about the discrimination of widows and orphans (1:17, 23) the common practice of bribery (1:23) as well as murder (1:21)[footnoteRef:5]  [5:  The Blackwell Companion to the Hebrew Bible ed. Leo G Perdue.  Chapter 21 – Latter Prophets: The Major Prophets by Klaus Koch.
] 

 A pertinent question to be asked would be how the people of Israel got to this point, then we saw a comparison with the animals “the ox knows its owner” this comparison, it would appear to the behaviour of animals would in my mind  seems to be suggesting that the attitude and behaviour of ‘Israel was quite unnatural, and contrary to the creation. From all account Israel did not recognise its divine Lord, nor realised that their behaviour towards him was out line with His accepted standards.
As it relates to verse 3, it is felt that this has played an important part in our Christian tradition, this is postulated by Coggins to which I agree: “Much of Isaiah came to be regarded as pointing to the time of Christ, and reference here to the ox and ass recognizing God’s presence came to be interpreted in connection with the stories of the birth of Jesus.”[footnoteRef:6] [6:  Coggins cited in Oxford Bible Commentary ] 

Despite the atrocities, the Judahites thought the holy temple, their centre of worship was enough to compensate for offering their sacrifices, but according to Isaiah this was a deep deception, He was sure that God had turned away from their worship and that even their prayers would not be accepted (1:10-17)     The theme of Sodom and Gomorrah was used to describe the wickedness of the religious community especially the leaders who had totally wandered away from the word of the Lord, which would be a despise of the Torah which was foundational to their system of worship. It was evident that the Jerusalem community was in deep apostasy as can be seen scattered throughout the book of Isaiah, illustrated particularly in chapters 56-66. 
As punishment for the vagrant sins Jerusalem was left isolated, with most of the towns and countryside of Judah was ravaged and destroyed which a demonstration that Israel-Judah had been punished by God for its sins, this can be clearly seen in (1:4-9) Clement reckoned that this punishment must certainly be the year 701, when Sennacherib conquered all of Judah and Jerusalem.[footnoteRef:7]  [7: 5.Clements R. Introduction to the Prophecies of Isaiah Page30] 

Verse 4, is pivotal as a reminder of impending disaster and was a stern warning to the remnants that disaster was coming , and the people of Judah, should not forget that they are descendants of the once great nation so that in the event they would want to vaunt themselves by believing they are favoured because of their escape, Judah was to remember that it was guilty of the same sins.
The metaphor used in verse describing the people’s condition as that of a sick body, will echo again as a community in the description of the suffering servant found in chapter 53., and the concept of bruise is only found in this passage according to Coggins, he continued that the metaphor changes, to that of a land lying desolate. There has been speculation that this could have been during the time of Sennacherib and the Assyrians in 701 BC, or even the devastation of the Babylonian armies in the early sixth century.[footnoteRef:8] [8:  ] 

The rhetorical questions in verse 5, “Why do you seek further beatings?” should be a means of touching the hearts of the hearers, and in a sense is designed to create an awareness in them that they have brought these sufferings on themselves, the results of their own sins, moral failures and corruption.  Clement (31) said, “the prophet implies an idea, which he later develops explicitly (10:5), that the Assyrians have been acting as the instrument of Yahweh with which to chastise his people.”  It is clear from prophet’s vision that the Assyrians would have had a devastating effect on Judah being described as “aliens devour your land.”
Isaiah’s preaching seeks to get the attention by calling them to recognise that their sacrifices would have been rejected and their observance of ritual, but a far-reaching demonstration of obedience in turning away from sin was called for by God.   The ruling classes of Jerusalem are singled out as the ones who were chiefly responsible for the city’s behaviour.  Given what was going on the prophet conveys the idea that the simple formal observance of any ritual or cultic engagement would not be enough to place them in good standing with God but rather through real repentance and obedience in turning away from sins.
 When we turn to the vision of Isaiah in chapter 6, it seemed to have had profound impact on him, the overwhelming sense of God’s holiness gave him a fresh sense of himself, his inadequacy, his lack of qualification to be in his presence. Having seen the Lord of host, Isaiah now stands condemned within that community, condemned along with all the others, now we see a shift from this vision of splendour, with Isaiah’s own inadequacy to his willingness to be a voice for God.  It is important to note that the call received by Isaiah is quite structured, and sets out an outline of worship as praise(vv. 1-4);confession( v.5); forgiveness (vv. 6-7) commissioning to a prophetic vocation(8).[footnoteRef:9] Brueggemann continued to say, “with the highly stylized character of the text, one may consider that the chapter concerns not its impact upon the of the person of the prophet, but its impact on the prophetic book.” [9:  Bbrueggemann, W. Isaiah 6-10:4, Pub. John Knox Press] 

Hence there is enough evidence to suggest that the message of the chapters 1 and 6 has continuing prophetic authority, given that it is divinely inspired its authorisation therefore is not limited to the immediate message in both texts but to the entire book of Isaiah.
This message of verses 9-13 one of Nullification, provides a focal point for the message of the book of Isaiah, the prophetic message is that the people and here, it is established that the people here refers to Judah and Jerusalem, they should not understand, not listen, not look.  It is though Israel sense of perception and reasoning should be taken away, so that they would not turn unto God.    “It can be seen here that all organs of perception, heart, eyes, ears must fail, if that was not the case the people would turn and be healed.”
This seemed a strange action on the part of God and it would be easy for one to assume that there is no justice on the part of God, the shock of the message was enough to get Isaiah to ask How long?  As is seen in verse 11, which God seem to answer immediately: “until the failure of cities, houses, land; until the land has a profound massive abandonment; and then a fire, and then only a stump.” One cannot help but to see this, as having no hope for Israel, God has given up on Israel, however at the end of verse 13 it speaks of a tenth part remaining, whose stump remain standing. While the entire context of that verse is not clear there seems to be some possibility of a revival of Judah and Jerusalem when we compare that text to Isaiah 2:1-4 and chapter 4: 2-6.
One can see the message which results from this great vision of splendour and majesty a termination of Israel, God has given up on Israel his beloved people and will no longer offer them protection.  However; there was a glimmer of hope in this message of nullification though not as modest as that which was given in( 4:3)  there was a statement regarding a holy seed that would emanate from the stump,  so here we see a strong possibility that there could be revival even though there was dismal failure on the part of the beloved people of God, this is something that can be seen elsewhere in the book of Isaiah 2:1-4 and 4:2-6, hence one can say with some amount of assurance that in the midst of the doom there was a chance Israel would not be fully terminated.
  According to Brueggemann (62), “if we take this oracular announcement in the context of the entire book of Isaiah, we would be able to see that this long term vision of the book concerns the deep loss of Jerusalem and its fragile restoration.”  Here we see the devastating loss of the holy establishment, the most trusted place Jerusalem and its temple, the very place God’s vision of presence was given.  As is stated the last line of verse 13 looks beyond the loss, with a trace of assurance.  The focal disclosure dominating Isaiah in the eight century is nullification, an anticipation two centuries in fruition, but as sure as a decree from the heavenly throne.  
[bookmark: _GoBack]Conclusion:
It is amazing that out of this very harsh statement from Isaiah, its usage becomes a defining moment in the life and history of Israel as well as in the New Testament.  In all the Gospels verse 9-10 are used with refence to Jesus.  Given the fact that Israel did not heed the prophetic word, this led to the rejection of Israel as God’s people.  In the same vein the message and person of Jesus Christ was widely rejected, which was a point of consideration for a long period of time by the early church.  Hence it can be observed in the Synoptic Gospels (Matt. 13:14-15; Mark 4:12; Luke 8:10) the same judgement is quoted upon those who do not properly understand and receive Jesus.  
One cannot doubt how the book of Isaiah 1 and 6 has been instrumental in helping to understand and interpret the entire book, not just Isaiah but extending also to the New Testament and the ministry of Jesus.  The experience of the early church is filled with the realism of the oracle of Isaiah, and thus was able to see that the rejection of Jesus is parallel to the rejection of the prophetic word, however; it must be borne in mind as is quoted in John 12: 37-43 that spiritual blindness was in some way initiated by God.    We might very well call this harsh on the part of God but because it was decreed by God it must be that he has a purpose, and that such purposes are clear even in the midst our failure to understand the message.
There are no easy healings or turning, there is no easy gospel or cheap grace, but the book of Isaiah thankfully has given some hope at the end of this oracle.  It is a thin comfort of a holy seed from the stump, the book of Isaiah knows the stump of 587 BC. when all was lost, as much as the Gospel writers who knows the agony Jesus endured to bring life and salvation to all.
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