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Introduction

Over recent years there has been an increase in the use of technology such as mobile phones made by apple, Samsung and other companies. The creation of applications for these devices has resulted in an increase in users of social media applications such as Facebook, Twitter and Snapchat. These companies pride themselves on “keeping people connected” however many people believe that they do the opposite.  I will be looking at different sources that support this idea. I also believe that the media can twist, and turn lies into facts. This is very dangerous as news outlets and other types of media can influence how and what people think. 















Taryn Simon’s work
[image: ]
Firstly I will be looking at Taryn Simon’s work who works as a photographer, her segment called ‘The Innocents’  documents “the stories of individuals who served time in prison for violent crimes they did not commit. At issue is the question of photography’s function as a credible eyewitness and arbiter of justice” - http://tarynsimon.com. The purpose of this was that it showed how easily photography; a form of media http://tarynsimon.com/works/innocents/images/innocents_1.jpg

can influence judges and the jury to wrongly convict 
someone of a crime. Simon discovered following researching that “The primary cause of wrongful conviction is mistaken identification. A victim or
 eyewitness identifies a suspected perpetrator through 
law enforcement’s use of photographs and line-up’s. This procedure relies on the assumption of precise visual memory. But, through exposure to composite sketches, mugshots, polaroid’s, and line-ups’, eyewitness memory can change.” - http://tarynsimon.com. This shows that the conviction system can be heavily influenced by forms of media to convict people. 

The people that control the drawings and line-ups can potentially convict whoever they want if they place the right media in the right way. “In the history of these cases, photography offered the criminal justice system a tool that transformed innocent citizens into criminals. Photographs assisted officers in obtaining eyewitness identifications and aided prosecutors in securing convictions.” - http://tarynsimon.com.  This further supports the idea that media changes the way we perceive things.  “Simon photographed these men at sites that had particular significance to their illegitimate conviction: the scene of misidentification, the scene of arrest, the scene of the crime, or the scene of the alibi. All of these locations hold contradictory meanings for the subjects. The scene of arrest marks the starting point of reality based in fiction. The scene of the crime is at once arbitrary and crucial: this place, to which they have never been, changed their lives forever. In these photographs Simon confronts photography’s ability to blur truth and fiction – an ambiguity that can have severe, even lethal consequences.” -http://tarynsimon.com. This last statement on Simons website shows the shocking truth that these things happen all the time in the justice system. I believe that it’s not just the justice system that the media can affect the way people perceive the world but also in everyday adverts on television or on social media apps such as Facebook. 


















Edward T. Hall Proxemics

[image: ]Social media applications such as Facebook Twitter Instagram and snapchat all aim to do the same thing which is to connect people around the world. These apps actually do the opposite as more and more people stay inside and message they’re friends online instead of going out and physically talking with them or engaging in any activity with them. This brings me on to a book called ‘The hidden Dimensions’ by Edward.T.Hall and his theory of proxemic zones of distance. Hall (1982) talks about how there are four proxemic zones which are intermate distance, personal distance, social distance and public distance. Hall (1982) believes that 0 to 18 inches “At intimate distance, the presence of the other person is unmistakable and https://i.pinimg.com/originals/cc/2a/3d/cc2a3d9cb1b7ad2e6c4fd623330dd987.jpg

may at times be overwhelming because of the greatly 
stepped-up sensory inputs.” (Hall 1982 pg119).
This is the most personal level of the four zones and the one that’s lost the most through the use of social media and instead of facing a person at this intimate distance we are replacing it with a digital screen.

 At 18 to 4 feet the personal distance “It might be thought of as a small protective sphere or bubble that an organism maintains between itself and others.” (Hall,1982 pg119) to keep something at an arm’s length would be a better way to understand the distance in this zone, these days it’s easy to observe that people keep their mobile phones at arm’s length or closer. Technology is all around us and has become a big part of our lives as it is useful and provides an antisocial form of personal entertainment. 

The third zone is social distance and according to Hall comes at 4 to 10 feet and is described as “The boundary line between the far phase of personal distance and the close phase of social distance marks, in the words of one subject, the limit of domination. Intimate visual detail in the face is not perceived, and nobody touches or expects to touch another person unless there is some special effort.” (Hall, 1982, pg121). So now this distance is becoming unsocial and is typically caused by social media applications as no one is touching anyone, and the communication and connection becomes restricted to use verbal only. 

The last zone comes at 10 feet to infinity and it’s called the public distance, at this distance all involvement is absent, and the subject can choose to avoid or ignore anyone at this distance as it is not personal and very antisocial. As well as Halls (1982) four zones I would like to include a social media zone that has on infinite range. This is the zone in which someone would only speak to people online, there would be no connection physical or emotional between the participants only digital screens. At this distance the participant is considered as antisocial and has no obligation to create and sustain a genuine human connection. 













Exhibition and Outcome 

[image: ]I will be creating an imagined exhibition in where personal text messages and post from Facebook walls will be displayed on a public wall like the side of museum by using a projector.  This similar type of thing has already been done with an artist named Paul Notzold and he called it TXTual Healing. It was instillation art in Sheboygan, Wisconsin. He used a projector and a wall to project passer buyers messages onto the wall. He would d  o this by creating a number that people could text https://cdn.citylab.com/media/img/citylab/2012/08/01/notzoldpaul01/lead_large.jpg?mod=1494546311

whatever message they want on to the wall, giving 
them full freedom to express whatever they want on a public scale. The aim of his installation was for people in the streets to try guess which people from the crowd texted what. - www.citylab.com. My exhibition would work the same but I would ask permission for access to the crowds social media and then display it on the wall for everyone to see. The outcome of this would be to make people realise that they are potentially oversharing on these apps and websites and that they are living an online life that has no genuine human connection. The art would make people ironically look up from they’re phones and make them realise that there is a life without social media
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