
[image: Press Releases 2020 | University of Wales Trinity Saint David]



Name: Kiah Evans
Student ID: 2004714
Module: Research in Practice ADAD5004
Course: BA (hons) Surface Pattern and Textiles
Lecturer: Julia Lockheart
Submission date: 05.05.22
Word Count:











Independent inquiry proposal: Colour, Design and Drawing.
For my independent inquiry proposal, I have chosen three keywords to show an insight into my interests and passion within my practice. I will be investigating the meaning of the words; colour, design, and drawing within the context of Surface Pattern Design. As a Surface Pattern Designer, I create placements, patterns, and repeats that are applied to pretty much everything you see. Having to consider balance, harmony, colour, texture, and scale, as designers we need to acknowledge and understand these 3 words. To support this proposal, I will be touching base on Laura Perryman: The Colour Bible, Isaac Newton’s colour theory, Tim Brown, and his Design Thinking, 

Colour
[image: The Vibrant Color Wheels Designed by Goethe, Newton & Other Theorists of  Color (1665-1810) | Open Culture]“The colour of something is the appearance that it has a result of the way in which it reflects light” (Collins Dictionary, 2022). Isaac Newton discovered that when white light passed through a prism it would separate into what we now know as primary colours: red, yellow, and blue. Identifying seven different colours in the visible light spectrum, his work is rooted in the connection between colour and wavelengths of light. This discovery sparked a new interest in colour theory, inspiring other artists, and theorists to explore and adapt Isaac's theory. As you can see in Figure 1, in 1766, entomologist and engraver by trade Moses Harris presented an extensive colour system, two colour wheels that broke colours down into 18 “prismatic” hues based on RYB primaries (Perryman, 2021, p. 14).

Figure 1.
Prismatic Colour Wheel by Moses Harris
  (1785)

Colour Theory is an essential part of any designer/artist’s practice, understanding how colour is constructed and seeing the relationship between different colours, can help designers use colour more effectively (Hampton-Smith, 2021). This is evident in my studies as a Surface Pattern & Textiles student. As a course we are re-taught the basics of colour theory, having this knowledge is essential to our development and understanding as designers. 

Psychology of colour is an area of research that works on the basis that the impact of colours has on us goes beyond aesthetics. It proposes that different colours have specific effects that influence emotional, sensory, and physical responses (Perryman, 2021, p. 34). 
[image: Colors and Emotions]

Figure 2. The Meaning of Colour (2020)


Impact of colour on the design
As an example, when in the dye lab blending and colour matching, we use the colour theory to help plan and consider what proportions we need. 

Design
 The Word Design and its terminology provide a complicated insight into the world of design. Cambridge Dictionary Provides a range of definitions that include adjectives or nouns as a prefix or suffix, the terminology refers to the type of design author, discipline, context, approach, and history. Furthermore, finding it difficult to offer a single definition of design (Cambridge Dictionary, 2022). For many people, the word prompts thoughts of the traditional form of design such as creativity, architecture, products, graphics, or the way something functions or looks (Faud-Luke, A. 2009).

People are often mistaking the difference between art and design. Art vs. Design has been a debate topic for many years and with the ever-evolving world, the lines between them are fuzzy, although they are different specialties there is a distinct line separating them (Suhad, M. 2020). The definition of art is to create something expressive and meaningful using skills and imagination whereas, the definition of design is to plan or specify the development of an object or system. The difference between both is the intentions, the principle of why it was made. 

Design principles are a group of guidelines that make the basis of any good product. There are many principles within the design and while there are debates on how many, there are twelve regulars on the list. These key principles include contrast, proportion, repetition, pattern, movement, balance, hierarchy, emphasis, rhythm, unity, white space, and variety (Chapman, C. 2019). Although these principles are talked about separately, in practice they perform together to create visually appealing designs. Combining design principles is not limited to two at a time, the majority of great designers incorporate half of these fundamentals and occasionally more. The purpose of these principles is to influence the way users view and connect with a design, they can enhance the overall experience the user has with the design and create emotional impact. 

As a result of my findings, I have discovered that I, a Surface Pattern Designer, unintentionally use these principles when creating designs, myself. As you can see in my work labelled figure 3, I have combined numerous design principles: Contrast between the yellow, blue, and pink; repetition in the pattern being used and consistent shoes, haircut, and illustrations; unity among the outfits; and variety in the styles of outfits. A good design statement that follows the design principles, creating an eye-catching fashion visualisation board. 
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Figure 3. Collection 1 – Major Studies (2020)

Design thinking comes hand in hand with design principles, it is a constant process of understanding your users, revaluating problems, and creating new solutions to prototype and test. A starting point for the characteristics of a design thinker is empathy, integrative thinking, optimism, experimentalism, and collaboration (Harvard Business Review, 2008). As Tim Brown stated, “Design thinking is a human-centred approach to innovation that draws from the designer’s toolkit” (Brown, T. 2008). They can imagine the world from multiple perspectives without entirely relying on analytical processes, questioning, and exploring advantages and disadvantages in creative ways that progress in a new direction. Design Thinking is all part of the design process, to define the problem, collect information, brainstorm, analyse ideas, develop, have feedback, and improve. These steps continue in a circle for all products and systems that use the design thinking or design process. 

The basis of the design process is to solve problems, but not all designers start a project with a problem to solve. An end goal such as selling a product could be the beginning step, figuring out what you need to do, then doing it is key. It is not about working the right or wrong way, it is a method you use to further creativity, productivity, and accuracy. This method is important on days when your creativity is lacking in inspiration, it helps designers like myself to be reliable and creative without depending upon inspiration (Drysdale, J. 2017). Checking off the design process steps ensures concepts do not steer off course and in the wrong direction. 
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