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What defines a hate crime is any criminal offence that can be seen by victims or others. It is brought about by a hostility or prejudice, which is related to a person’s sexuality, religion, race, disability or even transgender. This remains to be seen as a challenge as to whether it can be truly understood with the real prevalence of all hate crime at a sub strand level (Hambly, et al,2018).
According to the Home Office, a revision undertaken by Nottingham Police upon religious crime for the year ending of March 2023 had gone down from 9,387 to 8,241 offences. This meant that across England and Wales, there had been a 4% fall within religious hate crimes, unlike the previous year. It was outlined that there may have been an increase of 9%, so a revision of this was publicised. There had been 145,214 crimes of hate recorded by the police within England and Wales which was to exclude Cornwall and Devon, this was a 5% decrease from the previous year. This was seen to be the first fall since the Home Office started to collect any comparable data ending the year March 2013 (Home Office, 2022 to 2023).
According to Korotona (2017), showed a case of Bijan Ebrahimi was a refugee of Iranian decent with learning difficulties and a physical impairment. He had years of harassment from his neighbours and experienced antisocial behaviour, so took it upon himself to collect evidence of what was occurring. By gathering the evidence, these actions ended up him being branded a paedophile by the people on the estate. Further things happened to Bijan, so he reported the crimes to the police. These calls were flagged as hate crimes that were known to be a grade one incident that needed immediate attention. The police did not remove or arrest any of the neighbours, Bijan himself was detained for breach of the peace. Bijan had asked for help on more than one occasion, but on July 12th at 12.12 am, was beaten unconscious and set alight. This did eventually go to court but did not recognise the disability hostility that campaigners felt motivated this attack. The court did not use the sentencing powers of the Criminal Justice Act (2003) and went on to find little or no evidence of any hostilities towards Bijan when these offences had occurred (Korotana, 2017).
In London within the past five or so years, there has been an increase of 55% homophobic hate crimes, this calls for urgent change as to how the law must handle these types of crimes. By October 2020, figures were seen to be at 3,111 hate crimes which were primarily based upon someone’s sexual orientation. Mayor, Sadiq Khan said it was “too simplistic to think that creating a new offence will solve the problem”. There has been a 160% rise in sexual orientation hate crimes between 2014 and 2019, these were recorded hate crimes that had risen from 5,591 to 14,491. Transgender hate crimes seem to have quadrupled within the last five years to 2,333 reports in 2019. Stonewall, who campaign for LGBTQ+ have said that 81% of the people who experience this type of hate crime would not report it to the authorities for fear of not being believed. These hate crimes need to be reported and taken seriously and should be treated as an aggravated offence (Francis,2020).
Research was carried out by the Welsh Government’s Equality Team (2019) on children and young people (11 – 16-year-olds) affected by hate crimes within Wales. There were several phases to this research, the first being the current provisions and any support that is in place for the young children and young people who have been affected by any sort of hate incidents in Wales. The second phase was about conversations with these young people on hate crimes. This goes on to give awareness and knowledge of hate crimes and to better understand the current provisions and try to explore any barriers for engagement with support services. Within the research, aims were taken to give recommendations of how engagement and improvements could be made with support for the children and young people who are affected within Wales, with regards to all hate crime (Dinisman, 2021). 
Over the last five years, religious or faith - based crimes have risen. In the year 2021/ 2022, the hate crime statistics for the home Office show that there were 8,730 faith or religious based hate crimes. This was an increase of 37% from the previous year. Everyone has the right to believe in faith or even no faith (Stop hate UK, 2022).
Specific legislation by parliament that was aimed at outlawing any crime if the offender is motivated by any hostility or hate towards a person’s religious beliefs or race. The Crime and Disorder Act (1998) issues several offences of racially aggravated crimes. These offences are based upon, harassment, damage, wounding, assault, abusive or threatening behaviour. The Crime and Disorder Act (1998), believes that a racial group is defined as a group of people that are of different colour, race, national origins, ethnicity, which also includes citizenship and nationality (CPS, Legal Guidance, Hate Crime, 2022).
A hate crime or evidence of a hate crime is not a requirement, you do not have to be personally aware of the incident for it to be hate related. It should be enough for a witness or a police officer to think the incident is actually hate related. For minority groups, verbal abuse can be rather upsetting and unpleasant, the victims are often unsure as to whether verbal abuse is an offence, or if they are able to report this to the authorities (Metropolitan Police, 2022).
Hate crime on any level is deemed to be wrong, it doesn’t just affect the victims, but it also affects families and the wider communities too. It should be up to the government to tackle these hate crimes, by trying to raise awareness of what hate crimes are and to give guidance and help people to truly understand that by committing such a crime is not tolerated. There are five protected characteristics of hate crime, these are disability, race, sexual orientation, religion and transgender identity (HM Government,2021).
In 2016, there was a rise in hate crimes which followed the EU referendum, which was to shock and outrage people within the United Kingdom, supporters and activists of Amnesty International wanted to challenge the hatred so offered solidarity to all affected. A campaign was launched, asking people to stand with Amnesty International against hate. Out of 420 councils, 411 were contacted and many of the councillors attended these debates within their council chambers. Amnesty International went on to state that 91 of the councils have gone on to pass a motion to condemn any sort of hate crime. After June (2016) vote, a further 115 councils went on to publicly condemn hate crimes (Amnesty International, 2016).
Obtained by the BBC, there are new figures from 45 police forces within the United Kingdom, have gone on to reveal that hate crime has nearly trebled in numbers from 6,655 up to 2015, which was the year that same sex marriages became legal within England, to 18,465 in the year ending 2020. There seems to have been a rise of 20% in the past year, of reported homophobic hate crimes. This was according to data supplied through the Freedom of Information requests. The authorities have stated that the increase that we are seeing could now be a reflection of more confidence in reporting of such crimes. The LGBT charities, who have seen an increase of people experiencing any such hate crimes may just be the tip of the iceberg (Hunte, 2020).
MP, Rachel Maclean has challenged the decision which had been made by the police force, West Mercia who are investigating a retweet of a post which describes a woman known as Melissa Poulton as “a man who wears a wig”. The housing minister, who is a close personal friend of Mrs. Maclean had stated that he believed it was wrong of the authorities to log the post as a non – crime hate incident (NCHI). The content of the post is believed to have been hostile towards the transgender community. Mrs. Maclean said, “there is a biological sex”, this is the case where it is appropriate to be able to talk openly about it. Mrs. Maclean also stated that she knew what a woman was, but these are conversations that need to be spoken about, and not hushed up. West Mercia police say they had acted in accordance with the law of which governs non – crime hate incidents (Cooper, 2023).
Transgender people are more at risk of death as there seems to be lengthy delays with being able to access gender identity treatment. A coroner ruled this after a transgender woman fell to her death from a tower block window. After waiting two and a half years for an appointment at the Gender Identity clinic, she had also been faced with a two year wait for an autism assessment too. The average wait time for gender identity treatment is up to seven years and coroner Nadia Persaud has given the NHS a report stating that this must have action before more deaths like this occur. Gender dysphoria has little or no support for anyone waiting for assessment or even treatment by Gender Identity clinics. This report was published the day that new guidance was released with regards to transgender within schools, where teachers are told not to use the pupil’s pronoun or accept a pupil’s request for social transition. On March 17th, 2021, the transgender woman took her own life while waiting for help from the NHS. Action must be taken to prevent any further subsequent deaths (Kirk, 2023).
A study which was undertaken at Cardiff University’s Hate Lab Project (2019), collected police crime data from London over eight months found that an increase in hate speech (used on social media), could lead to extremely more crimes against different minorities in the real world. According to this research, any algorithm that was used or the methods used, may help the authorities to prevent or predict spikes in these crimes as they would add more resources to certain areas. Professor Matthew Williams, the director of the Hate Lab at Cardiff University has said “This is the first UK study that demonstrates an ongoing link that is between ant Twitter or X speech which would target religion, race and racially and religiously offences that happen offline (Williams, 2019).
Online hate speech is now known as a pernicious social problem by National governments. Due to terror attacks and political votes, online and offline hate incidents have been peaking in tandem. The biggest number of hate crime incidents within history has been recorded by authorities in England and Wales in 2018. The hate offences of 94,098 is a 17% rise upon the year 2017, plus there was a 123% rise in the year ending 2013. The Crime Survey of England and Wales had actually recorded a diminish in hate crime victimisation, this included transgender, religion, race, sexual orientation as well as disability too. But the estimation for religion and race hate crimes within isolation have increased from 112,000 to 117,000. This information has not taken into account though the 2017 terror attacks in Manchester and London. There may have been some improvements in reporting of these hate crimes, but a significant figure is still at large. There needs to be better policies and practices to make sure there is an overall improvement and intelligence of hate crimes (Williams, et al, 2019).
In 2022, the UK government carried on with the funding of the National Online Hate Crime Hub. This was designed to be used to help support local police forces with online hate crime. Last year (2022), there was an Online Safety Bill put before parliament, which stated that hate crime is a “priority offence”, this Bill went on to become a law in 2023. However, the Law Commission of 2021, was to state that by adding gender or sex to any hate crime laws could become more harmful than helpful. There was an Act of parliament, the Police, Crime, Sentencing and Courts Bill (2022). This was to be used so that the Home Secretary could issue a code of practicing, which goes on to relate to how recording of any personal data in non – crime hate incidents are used and recorded. More still needs to be done to protect everyone, not just the weak, elderly transgender and so forth, before more incidents, like the taking of one’s own life, are recorded. These people require help and are more than just a statistic (OSCE Office for Democratic Institutions and Human Rights, 2021).
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