Appendix 1 – Student Led Seminar
Cop 27 – Education and Youth
Cop 27 could be considered one of the most significant gatherings since Paris 2015. Cop 27 saw G77 + China agree to provide financial reparations in the form of a ‘loss and damage’ fund for developing countries (mainly the global south) to help these nations recover from the damage and economic losses as a result of the ongoing impacts of climate change. Although this is a significant step forward, Cop 27 did not end with a commitment to phase out fossil fuels. Many people remain dubious as to whether this loss and damage fund will materialise into anything, especially as no legal action can be taken against countries that don’t contribute. Although much attention was paid to the specifics of the ‘loss and damage’ fund throughout the conference, education also took a significant step forward. For the first time, education had a dedicated platform for voicing their demands for quality climate change education for all. 

The Covid 19 pandemic saw the largest disruption to the education system in history. More than 90% of children worldwide were negatively impacted, with girls and young women being disproportionately affected. 

Youth movements have become more and more prominent and vocal in recent years in advocating for action on climate change. From the Fridays for Future movement to the Youth Climate Movement, young people are actively working towards making quality education for sustainable development accessible to all worldwide. 

This seminar will use available information from the Sustainable Development Goals (specifically SDG 4), Non-Governmental Organisations and national legislation to explore and possibly find answers to the questions below. 

Who – Should be included? What age range? 
What – What should Education for Sustainable Development look like in practice? 
When – The SDGs are time-sensitive, with a target to achieve all of them by 2030. Is this a realistic timeframe? 
Why – Why is education so important? Are there other more important issues that should be addressed first?
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Appendix 2 – Post-Seminar Summary Sheet
Cop 27 – Education and Youth

A short presentation was delivered to students outlining the extent to which Education and Youth has been discussed at COP conferences over the years and what milestones have been achieved to date. A brief overview of Sustainable Development Goal 4 (Quality Education) started a group discussion summarised below. 

Who – Should be included? What age range? 
The group's consensus is that Education for Sustainable Development (ESD) involves mainly children of primary age, with more emphasis on Eco-School schemes and the importance of outdoor learning and forest school schemes. There is significantly less emphasis on this when pupils are secondary school age and even more so at college or university. At the university level, there are conservation societies, but these are mainly voluntary; there could be some scope for this to be more embedded into university life, perhaps something more mandatory. A possible solution could be implementing this holistically through other subjects across the universities. Certain subjects, such as law, have no connection to the issue of climate or environment unless a specific topic in case law includes it. With the older students, there could be more opportunities to get more involved. Educational trips, students could make more valuable contributions to making a difference environmentally. However, there are potentially some issues around people gathering in groups. Recent changes in the law have made it difficult for people to demonstrate or protest against climate issues (Police, Crime, Sentencing and Courts Act 2023; The Guardian, 2023).
Teaching ESD should be incentivised to be seen as a prestigious profession but accessible to all communities and people with diverse backgrounds and demographics. Projects should be nationally and locally significant; people are more inclined to become involved in projects that are local to them and that directly benefit the local community. A whole school, whole community approach would ensure greater ‘buy-in’ from a broader range of stakeholders by finding out what the pupils and community have in common and how this can be used to drive education for ESD. 

What – What should Education for Sustainable Development look like in practice? 
Every teacher should be climate literate from the beginning so that climate change and ESD can be taught across all subjects; the new Welsh Curriculum does support this to a certain extent. However, this will only be realised once fully embedded over time. Educators must share the same standpoint on ESD; there cannot be any disparity between a teacher's knowledge and the collective drive to teach this subject. Some teachers have been known to be dismissive and hold the “it doesn’t matter anyway” opinion. This can create confusion among pupils and potentially reverse the excellent work that other teachers have invested in them. 
Teaching pupils more about the “real world” could help pupils to recognise the importance of ESD. History lessons about the Tudors and Stuarts and the Industrial Revolution are important. Still, such lessons could also include how the behaviours of this time have led to the climate issues we are experiencing today. In addition, pupils could explore how climate change has developed over the years, helping them to find possible solutions to this crisis. 
However, making what is taught relevant to the age group is essential—being mindful of not focusing too much on the negative aspects and being aware of climate anxiety. It is important not to instil fear in them but to inspire them to take action and make them aware that there is a time element to this and action needs to be taken sooner rather than later. 

When – The SDGs are time-sensitive, with a target to achieve all of them by 2030. Is this a realistic timeframe? 
Although progress has been made since 1992, it seems unrealistic that quality ESD will be achieved by 2030. With the right policies and political support, it is possible to accomplish this, but at a later date. It could be that certain things are prioritised over others. Decisions may have to be made as to what is more important. Is it policies or implementation of an ESD curriculum? This, however, should not distract us from the task at hand, and all efforts, no matter how small, should be made to achieve this goal, no matter how unlikely it may seem. Each small step is still progress. For progress to be made, there should be a standardised approach to how countries report on implementing Sustainable Development Goal 4 to allow for more transparency and have it embedded within the political agenda. 

Why – Why is education so important? Are there other more important issues that should be addressed first? 
Increasing awareness of climate change through education helps to challenge people's perceptions, ideas and inaccuracies. Having COP 28 held in the UAE has its discrepancies, but it could be seen as shining a spotlight onto a place that historically has not had quality universal education for all and in an area of considerable investments in the exploration of oil. 
Evidence has shown that through education, people's opinions have changed, even since the 1990s. The increase in knowledge has led to many taking action on climate change, from ‘Just stop oil’ to the ‘Fridays for Future’ movements. Without education on climate change, perhaps there would not be so many successful activist groups. However, some countries have other far more critical issues that must be resolved first, such as war or famine, leaving many without an education. (Education Cannot Wait,  2023) 

How – How could Education for Sustainable Development be delivered? Locally, nationally and globally? How far away are we from success? 
Although the group did not get around to answering these questions directly, the discussion outlined above did go some way to finding possible answers to these questions. It could be concluded that quality education for sustainable development is some way off from achieving the 2030 goal; however, some significant progress has been made. This could be achieved through a systematic universal curriculum that is entirely transparent in its delivery, reporting and evaluation. It must be developed with local priorities in mind but have a global perspective in its delivery and impact. A robust teacher training framework will help create a workforce that is fully equipped to deliver ESD. 


Appendix 3 – Sustainable Development Goal 4 infographic
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Appendix 4 – SDG 4 Quality Education
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To deliver on Goal 4, education financing
must become a national investment priority.
Furthermore, measures such as making
education free and compulsory, increasing
the number of teachers, improving basic
school infrastructure and embracing digital
transformation are essential.



WHAT PROGRESS HAVE WE MADE SO FAR?



While progress has been made towards the
2030 education targets set by the United
Nations, continued efforts are required to
address persistent challenges and ensure that
quality education is accessible to all, leaving no
one behind.



Between 2015 and 2021, there was an increase
in worldwide primary school completion, lower
secondary completion, and upper secondary
completion. Nevertheless, the progress made
during this period was notably slower
compared to the 15 years prior. 



Progress towards quality education was
already slower than required before the
pandemic, but COVID-19 has had devastating
impacts on education, causing learning
losses in four out of five of the 104 countries
studied.



Without additional measures, an estimated 
84 million children and young people will stay
out of school by 2030 and approximately 300
million students will lack the basic numeracy
and literacy skills necessary for success in life.



In addition to free primary and secondary
schooling for all boys and girls by 2030, the
aim is to provide equal access to affordable
vocational training, eliminate gender and
wealth disparities, and achieve universal
access to quality higher education.



Education is the key that will allow many other
Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) to be
achieved. When people are able to get quality
education they can break from the cycle of
poverty.



Education helps to reduce inequalities and to
reach gender equality. It also empowers
people everywhere to live more healthy and
sustainable lives. Education is also crucial to
fostering tolerance between people and
contributes to more peaceful societies.



1



WHAT IS GOAL 4 – QUALITY EDUCATION











and highly digitalized countries – is not
addressed.



ARE THERE GROUPS THAT HAVE MORE
DIFFICULT ACCESS TO EDUCATION?



Yes, women and girls are one of these
groups. About 40 per cent of countries have
not achieved gender parity in primary
education.



These disadvantages in education also
translate into lack of access to skills and
limited opportunities in the labour market for
young women.



WHAT CAN WE DO?



Ask our governments to place education as a
priority in both policy and practice. Lobby our
governments to make firm commitments to
provide free primary school education to all,
including vulnerable or marginalized groups.



To find out more about Goal #4 and other
Sustainable Development Goals, visit:
http://www.un.org/ sustainabledevelopment



WHAT CHALLENGES REMAIN?



According to national education targets, the
percentage of students attaining basic
reading skills by the end of primary school is
projected to rise from 51 per cent in 2015 to
67 per cent by 2030. However, an estimated
300 million children and young people will still
lack basic numeracy and literacy skills by
2030.



Economic constraints, coupled with issues of
learning outcomes and dropout rates, persist
in marginalized areas, underscoring the need
for continued global commitment to ensuring
inclusive and equitable education for all. Low
levels of information and communications
technology (ICT) skills are also a major barrier
to achieving universal and meaningful
connectivity.



WHERE ARE PEOPLE STRUGGLING THE
MOST TO HAVE ACCESS TO EDUCATION?



Sub-Saharan Africa faces the biggest
challenges in providing schools with basic
resources. The situation is extreme at the
primary and lower secondary levels, where
less than one-half of schools in sub-Saharan
Africa have access to drinking water,
electricity, computers and the Internet.
Inequalities will also worsen unless the digital
divide – the gap between under-connected 
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https://www.un.org/sustainabledevelopment/education/
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