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Students name&number: Alexandre Santo/2337369
The module code: LCLM 4001_Lon
Lecture’s name: Sylvia Hoffman

In this reflective report I will look at how this module’s lesson has improved three of my academic skills: note taking, research skills and academic writing. I will use Gibb’s Reflective cycle, which has six steps, description, feelings, evaluation, analysis, conclusion and action plan. Each skill will be thoroughly examined based on certain activities finishing during the lessons.

Note taking is one way to give information significance. Making notes is more significant than the outcome. (McPherson, 2018, p6) Efficient organisation and summarisation were the focus of a few exercises that encouraged us to get better at taking notes throughout the module. Note taking forces you to adapt the way you think about the subject and change your viewpoint. It also helps you focus during lessons because you are actively listening. 
When I first tried to take notes in lecture setting, I felt anxious and unprepared because it was my first time taking notes since long time ago. I ended up takins plenty notes because I was writing down everything the teacher said. I found it difficult to differentiate between crucial and unimportant details. I was also annoyed because I found it difficult to back and review my notes later, which made me wonder if they were really that helpful. However, after getting direction during the module, my confidence grew. I started use multiples methods and approaches, which greatly enhanced my capacity to take succinct and useful notes. 
My note taking strategy was significantly enhanced by the module’s introduction of several note taking strategies, such as mind mapping and the Cornell Method. Particularly, the Cornell technique helped me focus on the lessons most important points. I was able to simplify and make my notes organised. Later, it was much easier to evaluate and remember to what was taught thank to this framework. 



As I began using the Cornell method and other strategies, I found that my notes became more meaningful. Instead of being only a reproduction of the lecture, the notes were now used as a tool reinforce the content covered in class. To ensure active involvement with the subject, the cue part assisted me in creating questions that I could utilise for revision. I was able summarise the lesson into the main points in the summary part, which greatly speed up the review process.
Throughout this module, my note taking skills have significantly improved. I’m now sure that my notes will be a useful tool for research in future. I have improved my comprehension and memory of lecture information by taking more organised and effective notes because of the structured strategies I have learnt, like the Cornell Method and the use of abbreviations. 
I want to keep taking notes mainly with the Cornell Method in future classes. I will continue improving my shorthand skills and try mind mapping in more conceptual sessions. I also want to use diagrams to visually represent ideas to make my notes more interactive. I want to continue improving these strategies to increase the efficiency and speed of my note taking
Research skills refer to the ability to look for, locate, extract, organise, assess, and use or present information, Academic research is a particular kind of research that involves a thorough and systematic examination of a particular field of study. Usually in response to a particular research question or hypothesis, it entails a thorough search, investigation, and critical analysis. There is typically a lot of reading involved as well. 
The amount of information available, particularly online, overwhelmed me when I first started the research task. I did not know where to begin or how to make sure the sources I used were reliable and helpful. I was not confident in my capacity to conduct research because had previously relied more on general internet searches than scholarly databases. However, as the module went on, my comprehension of the research process improved, giving me a stronger feeling of control. 


Finding information is just one of the various ways to enhance research skills. We learned how to use the scholarly databases EBSCOhost, Google Scholar, and UWTSD library. I also learned a new method of improving result filtering and concentrating on the most relevant articles on CRAAP. The CRAAP Test was developed by Blakeslee (2004) it is a set of enquiries designed to assist you in assessing the data you discover. One of the most important things I learnt was how to evaluate a source’s quality by looking at the authors’ credentials, and the publication date. These methods improved the overall reliability of my study by helping me in differentiating between reliable and unreliable sources. By applying the research strategies taught during the modules, I could do more focused and effective searches. For example, I could obtain specific keywords to limit my search results to peer-reviewed journals while researching my chosen topic, thus reducing the sifting time spent on irrelevant material. I now feel confident that I can judge the credibility of a source, such as by judging the qualifications of an author or the impact factor of a journal to ensure that the sources used in my report have enough academic rigor. Furthermore, the same acquired skills in research empowered me to synthesize information significantly more proficiently. I do not t just absorb disparate facts now; instead, I chew on them and integrate them as constituents of a single narrative supporting my thesis. My writing is thus improving, as is the logical flow of my argument.
The level of research skills I have learnt in this module has substantially improved my strength in conducting academic research. I now feel more confident in navigating academic databases to select credible and relevant sources. The ability to assess sources critically has increased the robustness and trustworthiness of my research.
In the future, I plan on staying with academic databases and refining my search mechanisms more. I will probably try even more sophisticated research instruments to organize and track sources faster.



Writing whereby concepts, data, and other research are disseminated to the broader academic community is referred to as Academic writing. There are two kinds of academic writing: expert academic writing, which is writing specifically intended for publication in an academic journal or book; and student academic writing, which serves as a form of evaluative assessment at universities and schools in preparation for university study. The standards required for both the student and professional academic writing are usually the same, thus proving a challenge for students. In academic writing there are characteristics that altogether distinguish it from other forms of writing: structured, evidenced, critical, balanced, precise, objective and formal. (EAP Foundation, 2013)
The first impression that I got when I started this module is that academic writing seems to be quite interesting but challenging, for I have never really been certain how to structure my essays formally and present arguments.
The topic covered a few techniques for improving academic writing such as using distinct essay formats with an introduction, body and conclusion.
My writing improved after using the techniques taught in this topic. It was more coherent when I used topic sentences and transitional phrases and my arguments got more weight when I skilfully used sources
My academic writing skills have improved because of this topic. I am now more comfortable writing formal and argumentative essays my ability to correctly integrate information and organise my writing logically has greatly increased.
In future I will keep focus on enhancing the organization of my writing. 
To conclude, this module has greatly improved my research, note taking, and academic writing skills. I now approach academic assignments in a more efficient and well-organized manner, focused practice and scheduled activities. These skills are crucial to for both my general intellectual development and academic achievement. I’m determined to use these abilities going forward in my studies and keep improving them for even more success.
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