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Curation has become a broad word, that it can be used from a person (a curator) to an activity or enterprise (curating) (Obrist, 2014). This will be a curation of environmental change displaying works of art that have been carefully selected by the curator to fir the purpose of the irony of waste behind some artists.
[image: ]For the curation of this ironic exhibition, the mission gallery has been selected as an appropriate place to exhibit ‘The irony of waste behind some artists. Compared to many other galleries, the mission gallery is a small yet exciting gallery based clothe to Swansea bay, which is continuously litter picked and kept clean by Swansea’s environmentalists aiming to make a difference. As one can see in figure 1 and figure 2, the mission gallery is composed of two rooms for exhibition one leading into the other. For this specific curatorial layout, five pieces from four individual artists will be brought together to display their art, some recyclable, some not. Recycling guides allow us to understand how long some items take to decompose; its suggested that plastic can take around 500 years or more to decompose, glass never decomposes however can be repurposed and reused after being cleaned and melted down, aluminium only takes 6 weeks after being recycled to be ready to use, and paper is readily recycled (The Guides Network , 2003-2019). With this information, one can imagine how much can be wasted by artists, especially with many paints being made from pigment, resin, solvent and additives (Resene, n.d.). The majority of these paints are incinerated when waste rather than recycled. Some companies take in waste paint in order to recycle and reuse it sustainably however this Is usually household paint. NewLifePaints collect and sort the waste paint, blend and treat it, test and filter it and then package it ready for sale (Harrison, 2019), whereas other paints are thrown out or incinerate creating more air pollution, greenhouse gas emissions and toxin and dioxin release (Reality, 2019). 
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Figure 2
Figure 1

                     
[image: Image result for renaissance angel Lin Evola-Smidt]To be able to curate an exhibition on the waste that many artists produce it has to be understood that some artists specifically work with sustainable materials and other peoples waste to reduce pollution and non-recyclables. An example would be Lin Evola-Smidt. She is a fantastic artist who combined two harrowing topics, gun homicides and pollution. After learning of the tremendous amounts of gun homicides (Resfordrouzer, 2015) around the 90’s in LA, Evola-Smidt wanted to create a positive environment for her child to grow up in. this is where her brilliant idea to create ‘peace angels’ originated from. By melted down the metals from the guns and repurposing them as a symbol of hope and change. This began with beautiful angels at 3-feet (see figure 3) tall and grew into a larger process of creating angels of 13-feet (see figure 4) as more weapons were collected and melted. The peace angels had a such a great impact on the community that when the tragedy of 9/11 occurred, ‘The Renaissance Peace Angel’ (see figure 4) travelled from its home of 6 years California to Ground Zero to “help heal” (Resfordrouzer, 2015). The angel is said to continue “transforming violence and pain into love and compassion” in the Memorial Museum, New York. Evola-Smidt’s continued to turn weapons including, swords, landmines, and decommissioned steel from nuclear bombs into works of art representing peace and change. Her art is of high importance in the exhibition, as it is the symbol of hope. Within the curation process, it has been decided that Lin Evola-Smidt’s ‘Renaissance Angel’ will be placed at the back of the smaller room, shining light through the other artists work. It’s imperative to understand that each piece of work has its own purpose from a curatorial view and that neither is more important than the other. Evola-Smidt, as well as creating these angels is the founder of the ‘Art of Peace Charitable Trust’ (Leclair, 2019). The trust aims and dedicates itself to create lasting peace “through sustainable approaches to weapons reduction” (Evola-Smidt, 2008-2019). 
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Figure 3









The next piece of art will be protruding from the base of the renaissance angel will be one Alejandro Duran’s pieces from his washed-up series. This series is put together by Duran using rubbish that is typically filling up landfills and flowing into the ocean. Duran prefers to document his works rather than to display them. The piece that we are focussing on is ‘Derrame (Spill), 2010’ (see figure 5). It is bright and colourful making it intriguing and appealing to most audiences. When looking closer at the image you can the see the rainbow is actually consisting of a variety of plastic bottle tops. Bottle tops and caps are recyclable however the average plastic bottle can vary from 450-1000 years to decompose. This is a drastically long time considering that 90% of bottles don’t even get recycled (KariO, 2011). When curating this piece, it seemed the perfect opportunity to make almost an obstacle course to the symbol of hope (Renaissance Angel) to show that to make a change it will be a difficult path. Spill bring up the topic of pollution in the ocean as it is set in the rock pools and is literally made of waste. Kimberly Amaral states “whether it be plastic bags or drifting fish nets, it poses a threat to the animals that depend on the oceans for food”. A decline in animals in the ocean has been recorded from 1970 till present day. Some of the most frequent items noted by Amaral from The CMC that pollute our oceans are; cigarette butts, paper pieces, plastic pieces, Styrofoam, glass pieces, plastic food bags, metal beverage cans, plastic straws, glass beverage bottles, plastic beverage bottles, and Styrofoam cups (Amaral, n.d.).

[image: Derrame (Spill), 2010]




Figure 5














To the left of the exhibition will be two of John Dahlsen’s pieces. Firstly, in the centre of the left wall will be Dahlsens semi-abstract/landscape recycled art, ‘blue rope’ (see figure 6). This piece is made from found plastic object and rope which has been carefully assembled behind a Perspex to be used as art wall work. Dahlsen collected these objects from Australian beaches to create this vibrant blue piece which again related to the pollution in the ocean. The piece consists of three parts, each looking like a frame of blue rope measuring 165cm in height and 44cm in width (Dahlsen, n.d.). On either side of ‘blue rope’ is Dahlsens second sculpture, ‘Echoes’ (see figure 7). The selected set of ‘echoes’ for this exhibition will be the ‘Styrofoam totems’ as Styrofoam is one of the main non-recyclables polluting the oceans. It should create a subtle impact on just the minimum that one can find at a beach or floating a drift in the oceans. Each totem consists of found objects (Styrofoam), Perspex, ply and plastic, and is 200cm-240cm x 30cm- 35cm each. Because there are six totems it would be suitable to three either side of ‘blue rope’ to even it out. Dahlsens work should almost feel the audience with guilt, being a collection of waste, the audience should feel small, panicked and responsible. An impact like this is what’s needed to bring awareness and begin change.
[image: https://johndahlsen.com/wp-content/uploads/2017/06/Echoes_With_White-sm-1-300x400.jpg]
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Nazrinka Musayeva isn’t a famous, popular well-known artists renowned for her detail and realistic art, no, she is much more. She may be doing what’s considered very little but her artwork is created for the sole purpose of encouraging people to recycle. Her material of choice is plastic bags, and this is her way of reusing them. Musayeva realises that the world is “harming nature, littering the soil and water, sea animals swallow them and perish from it”. The work that has been chosen to exhibit this ruthless behaviour of humans is her octopus piece (see figure 8). It’s a vibrant octopus piece as street art so that the public can see it. There is talent and creativity, beauty and amazement at how an artist can use waste and transform it into a piece as interesting as this. 

[image: https://static.boredpanda.com/blog/wp-content/uploads/2016/01/i-create-street-art-using-plastic-bags-to-encourage-people-to-recycle__880.jpg]







Figure 8



These select artists have transformed their materials to their best ability, and in their own way are recycling and reusing them. This focus on this exhibition is to bring awareness to environmental issues, as pollution is increasing all over the world. We haven’t met the target of not allowing the temperature to rise by more than 1.5 degrees and have actually allowed it to increase by 3 degrees. Without taking any action, coral reefs will be wiped out, flooding risks would increase, crops such as wheat and rice would be difficult to grow (BBC, 2018). David Attenborough, a major contributor to the awareness of change and the effects of pollution states, “it may not seem obvious, but we are facing a man-made disaster on as global scale” (Gill, 2019). The irony behind these artists is that they are using the waste produced by themselves of others and creating art with one of the world’s biggest threats.
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