


The aim of the essay is to understand the impact serious organised crime has on the British citizens within the UK. According to the Serious Organised Crime Agency (2006) there is criminal structure system in place. These individuals normally form connections through families, friendships, shared history of lower-level crime, gang activities and imprisonment. Meaning that these associations are normally developed and recruited by the individuals who have contacts to be involved in serious organised crime. The Serious Organised Crime Agency (2006) also suggests that they recruit individuals who have “special skill set”. Meaning that they have certain qualities that they believe will benefit the Organised Crime group. Examples include chemists, accountants, IT specialists, particular goods and services, firearms, false passports, murder, and dept. The reason that this impacts the UK is because it is not uncommon that individuals are recruited. According to the Serious Organised Crime Agency (2006) the way in which serious organised crimes occurs is by targeting individuals who are vulnerable. For example, being in dept with criminals, drug dependent, in the UK illegally and considered unlikely to go to the police. This suggests that manipulative tactics are used against British Citizens who can be made to feel that they must comply and carry out high risk tasks. Within this essay understanding the severity of exploitation of the vulnerable and critically evaluating the system that is in place and reviewing whether it is effective. 
More specifically understanding the impact child exploitation has within the United Kingdom is crucial.  This has been defined by Pearce (2019) as engaging in sexual activity. Child sexual abuse involves exchange between victim and perpetrator which receives sexual activity from the child. This creates extreme concern for the UK involving young children and has a very harmful impact. Many victims are groomed and manipulated which leaves the individual very vulnerable and willing. Pearce (2019) suggests that the victim believes that it is sociologically acceptable. Meaning that when the individual environment is not necessarily healthy it can impact the person mindset and allow them to develop complex relationships. That is why abusers will tend to target vulnerable children who can easily be controlled. Therefore, being coerced and managed by the abuser. This is done through having every single decision made for them and told what to do when. 
Many countries across the entire globe who went into lockdown during Covid suffered greatly however, children were the ones who were impacted the most. According to Wayman (2020) this is because a growing increase of child exploitation occurred. This meant that offenders capitalised on lonely children who were isolated from friends and spent a lot more unsupervised time on the internet. Wayman (2020) suggests that “29 percent increase in traffic sites being monitored on the dark web”. Meaning that these dark platforms were distributing child abuse material and through to social media platforms. This is great concern as the evolution of online has created an opportunity for children to be exploited.
Given these factors this raises the question is the Government system in place effective and suitable. According to the Home Office (2021) the serious organised crime agency was subjected to a review. One key finding was that reform is essential in all law enforcement agencies. Meaning that changes are required system will allow all partnering agencies to work together. Soc more specifically needs to be able to continuously transform and adapt with the modern-day technology and threats that are available. Another finding is that investment is critical from the Government. Meaning the ability to develop the system to meet the needs of Citizens. This is because providing funding will allow the SOC agency will improve the structure, skills, capabilities, development, and growth. Enabling these improvements will create better cohesion between all agencies. Meaning that implementation of this framework will allow strategic decisions and provide assurance for the communities. Resulting in public safety and security at the forefront. 
Relating to the recommendation to the above findings of the review for SOC agency. Specifically evaluating how exploiting the vulnerable have been impacted within society. According to Bracken (2022) children are being exploited every day. This is because there is a three-year backlog in cybercrime. Suggesting that a national public awareness is evident to help understand the implication it is having within society and a campaign is needed urgently. In the report Damien McCarthy stated, “the spiralling rate of children being sexually exploited online now warrants a state-wide response from the authorities, comparable to how the Government and other agencies reacted when covid crisis hit in 2020”. (Bracken (2022). Meaning that the urgency and immediate response the Government took to the health crises is needed in the same way with child abuse as it is a national matter. Bracken (2022) implies that the likeliness of identified and unidentified children is needed to be found at a quicker rate to help. Examples in which this impact is when devices are seized with child abuse images there is a three-year backlog in getting these devices examined. Meaning that all the vulnerable and unidentified children could still be harmed. The concern to the parents according to Bracken (2022) is the fact that children are growing up in a digital era. Meaning that children are uploading their selves with images online without realising the dangerous. Allowing the opportunity for abusers to seek the chance in grooming. 
To further support this argument. This is a main concern is online safety which needs to be at for front and priority. According to Gladstone (2019) paedophiles approach children via social media networks which once they have been groomed, they will share child sexual abuse material. Between July 2018 and March 2019, a range of social media platforms reported their findings. Twitter said that almost a million accounts were suspended for posting child exploitation material. Facebook and Instagram between the both had to remove 21 million accounts due the child nudity content. (Gladstone 2019). Given these concerns this is a global issue and major crises for vulnerable children. Gladstone (2019) believes that a clear understanding must fully comprehend the scale of the issue. Meaning that Facebook and Instagram became the leading platforms for child exploitation. The UK alone from July 2018 and March 2019 had 5,000 reports of child grooming. Other ways in which young children can be groomed is through parents. According to Gladstone (2019) they target parents and carers offering free products or requesting images of the child to be clothing models. This is a major threat to the UK and creates a great concern as predators will use multiple avenues and gateways. Meaning predators will pursue anyway to get in contact with children and portray themselves as different identities. 
Following on from this point Cybercrime has seriously advancement in recent years due to the evolution of technology. The UK must prioritise the threat that this has towards the public. According to Saunders (2017) this must include a drastic strategy which requires diverse understanding of offences, actions, and motivation of criminals. Meaning that between law enforcement, Government, international partners, and industry they must work together. An example how cyber is a threat to the UK is the growing online marketplace enabling criminal activity. Therefore, allowing criminals exploit the vulnerable. Meaning this can be very damaging for an individual or the public. Saunders (2017) suggests that the UK Government in to tackling cyber security is to work closely with the National Cyber Security Centre (NCSC). Meaning this will build the bridge between industry and Government. This will provide support, advice, and guidance to prevent cyber security matters. Therefore, how will this support and protect victims. According to Saunders (2017) by deploying cyber security measures will enable law enforcement to actively pursue, prevent, protect, and prepare. Meaning that law enforcement will have the ability to clamp down and hold people accountable for their actions. 
Following on from cybercrime and how this directly impacts children and creates a huge threat the UK. According to Brunn (2021) the major issue that cyber. Faces is the distribution of images. Meaning that once the images are shared it is extremely difficult to eliminate the content completely. This is a concern for the UK as the internet will maintain the information which can then be catalogued and stores without the individual even realising. This creates the opportunity for certain individuals to create false identities to portray themselves as someone else. Brunn (2021) suggests that young children lack the ability to think very maturely and in the legal capacity, which leaves very vulnerable children exposed. Meaning they do not see the dangerous in online and unaware of the risks. More specifically how does this impact children directly. According to Brunn(2021) children tend to send inappropriate and embarrassing images. Meaning that children who suffer with low self-esteem will carry out these actions. This suggests that they carry out this action of sending indecent images to feel accepted. The UK approach in tackling the matter according to Brunn (2021) is to have a duty of care. Meaning that they have an obligation to protect the rights of every online user and children. This requires the action of all relevant companies to actively take the reasonable steps in ensuring safety is at the fore front. This suggests that everyone is accountable in reporting and taking the necessary steps in ensuring safety is the priority. This will help tackle the illegal and harmful activity on platforms. Therefore, services must remove illegal content and report. 

To conclude the evolution of technology has had a detrimental impact on society. This has led to growing concerns for the UK. This creates added pressure on law enforcement and Government to be persistent in reforming the system. This must happen to regain control by taking an active approach to help create a safe space. However, there are many limitations in preventing them in doing so. This is because children are very unaware of the risks and dangers which creates the opportunity in being groomed. Therefore, creates the flaw within the system that they are trying to implement. Given the fact that social media is private and part of someone business it is extremely difficult for any social media to be managed. However, by regaining cohesion and effective communications between law and social media this will help greatly. Having effective strategies and a zero-tolerance policy to any form of indecent images and inappropriate content will have a firm stamp. This is vital as the way offenders target their victims is by portraying themselves as a different identity. This is done through gathering regular images online to create the profile and pretend to be someone that they are not. This is very alarming as they will manipulate children into doing anything that they ask them to do as they will build a trust and relationship. Given that children who are vulnerable they will do this willing to feel accepted. Although there is recognition of the severity more action must be done to stop these increases of the amount of child exploitation cases in rising. 
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