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Literacy, Writing, and Society: Placing Multiple Literacies in Bronze Age Cretan Society.

Topic:
I am interested in exploring the social place of writing in Bronze Age Crete.[footnoteRef:1] I want to understand what forms of literacy were evident from that period, how people became literate, which people became literate, and for what purposes. On studying Freire, I understand that literacy is never neutral,[footnoteRef:2] and that there is likely to be a privileging of certain literacies over other literacies, and that literacy itself can be used as a means of control and a way of maintaining the status quo for the advantages of the elite. In Bronze Age Crete, there were two main forms of writing, Linear A and Linear B, and a number of other literary forms for which there is fragmentary evidence.[footnoteRef:3] Linear B appears primarily to have been used for administrative purposes, and I have chosen three examples. These examples include one tablet recording the number of rams and ewes that belonged to a shepherd at Knossos, another with information on property holding by women at Knossos, and the last is an inscribed stirrup jar used for trading. Linear A is as yet untranslated, but appears in unique examples; including the Mavro Spelio signet ring. The Phaistos Disc is a different script, which scholars have attempted to place in the correct area of either pictography, syllabary, or an alphabet.[footnoteRef:4] Its use appears to be within the religious and ritual sphere. My focus is to explore how these different forms of writing were used by different sections of society, and to investigate how status and literacy were related. [1:  Clifford and Marcus 1986: vii-viii.]  [2:  Friere 1994: 9.]  [3:  Packard 1974: 22.]  [4:  Balistier 2000: 72.] 



Objectives:
I want to find out what forms of literacy were used in Bronze Age Crete, by whom, and for what purpose. I also want to understand how literacy in Bronze Age Crete evolved and changed over the time period. The overarching objective is to understand how literacy was woven into the social, economic and political fabric of Minoan society. A number of questions are addressed in this research:

· What form of social hierarchy was present in Bronze Age Crete?
Olsen’s book ‘Women in Mycenaean Greece: The Linear B Tablets from Pylos and Knossos’ examines the social hierarchy and considers both men and women.[footnoteRef:5] Warren (1985) presents a reconstruction of Minoan society, based on analysis of the palace archaeology.[footnoteRef:6]  [5:  Olsen 2014: 61-66.]  [6:  Warren 1985: 94.] 


· Who wrote and used Linear B tablets, and for what purpose?
Key to this part of the work is Ventris (1940), who successfully translated Linear B.[footnoteRef:7] His studies reveal how Linear B was used for administration and trade, and through this it is possible to understand Linear B as an international script used across the Aegean. Bennet (1985) discusses the administrative use of Linear B,[footnoteRef:8] and Halstead (1995) provides evidence of the use of Linear B for cataloguing and managing grain crops and produce.[footnoteRef:9] [7:  Ventris 1940: 494-520.]  [8:  Bennet 1985: 231-249.]  [9:  Halstead 1995: 229-234.] 


· What is known about the use of Linear A?
Best and Woudhuizen discuss the use and meanings behind Linear A by using other hieroglyphic scripts as a comparison.[footnoteRef:10] Evans comments on the Mavro Spelio signet ring, making a comparison to the Phaistos Disc in its spiral pattern, with the possibility of it having a ‘talismanic’ meaning.[footnoteRef:11] [10:  Best and Woudhuizen 1988.]  [11:  Forsdyke 1926: 285.] 


Packard draws attention to the Linear A evidence found at Hagi Triada, and how unfortunately these inscriptions are fragmentary.[footnoteRef:12] [12:  Packard 1974: 22.] 


· What other evidence for multiple literacies can be found in Bronze Age Crete?
Duhoux, Y. (1998) discusses pre-Hellenic languages of Crete, and gives evidence for linguistic diversity through the Bronze Age.[footnoteRef:13] [13:  Duhoux 1998: 1-35.] 


Renfrew (2008) argues that Linear A is ‘the Minoan language of the palaces’ and that it made ‘the principal contribution to the so-called ‘pre-Greek’ vocabulary of the Greek language’.[footnoteRef:14] Throughout his work, Renfrew discusses this ‘Versailles effect’, and he explores the contributions the Minoan culture made towards the Mycenaeans.[footnoteRef:15] [14:  Renfrew 1998: 239.]  [15:  Renfrew 1998: 239.] 


Best and Woudhuizen’s book looks into the scripts found from Ancient Crete and Cyprus, specifically, Linear A and B.[footnoteRef:16]  [16:  Best and Woudheizen 1988: vii.] 


Best leads the book with the first chapter, where she looks into pictographs, and the development these hieroglyphic symbols took into Linear A, by also looking at similar symbols found in Egypt and Byblos.[footnoteRef:17] Best then looks into the Phaistos Disc directly in the second chapter, and discs from the Lycians are used as a comparison.[footnoteRef:18] Woudhuizen’s chapter looks into the content of the Phaistos Disc’s text, while also discussing the Luwain hieroglyphics.[footnoteRef:19] [17:  Best and Woudhuizen 1988: 1-29.]  [18:  Best and Woudhuizen 1988: 30-53.]  [19:  Best and Woudhuizen 1988: 54-97.] 


The overarching question relates to understanding how the different literacies can be mapped onto the social fabric of Crete:
· How do the multiple literacies of Bronze Age Crete relate to Minoan society?

Working Thesis Statement:
The world of Bronze Age Crete was a highly structured society in which literacy played a role in religious life, and in the administration and organisation of the palaces of the elite. Literacy was important for the organised running of large households, which were run by literate administrators, who in turn interacted with literate traders and merchants in the ports. Sacred texts were the province of religious authorities connected to the elite households. There were multiple literacies, each with their own use and meaning to Minoan society. 

Methodology:
Primary Sources
The primary evidence I will be using to conduct this study have been limited to the Phaistos Disc (AE 1358, Heraklion Archaeological Museum), the Mavro Spelio signet Ring, two Linear B tablets (1910,0423.3, British Museum; KN Uf1031 + 5738), and Linear B inscribed stirrup jars (Judson’s article will be used, as I believe looking at them as a group would have a better, more detailed result).[footnoteRef:20] [20:  Judson 2013: 69-104.] 


The Phaistos Disc is the primary example of Linear A from Bronze Age Crete. The Phaistos Disc offers many ideas from the attempted translations, and with the pattern and symbols being similar to the Mavro Spelio signet ring, these two can be compared to help draw to a conclusion.

Linear B has successfully been translated, therefore offering me a control throughout my work. The purpose and use of the Linear B script appears to primarily be for administration.[footnoteRef:21] [21:  Judson 2013: 69. - CHANGE] 


Secondary Sources
Ferrara’s work on the development of language will be used frequently throughout the essay,[footnoteRef:22] and Powell’s work on the Aegean scripts will be beneficial throughout as well.[footnoteRef:23] For the Phaistos Disc, Balistier’s book will be used for the basic information, and his recording of what each symbol could represent.[footnoteRef:24] Other scholars including Best will also prove beneficial here.[footnoteRef:25] Forsdyke’s site report is important for when looking at the Mavro Spelio signet ring, and so will Serafimov and Tomezzoli, who look into the early Slavic presence in Crete.[footnoteRef:26] For Linear B my secondary sources include Judson, who focuses on the Linear B stirrup jars.[footnoteRef:27] Olsen’s book of Women in Linear B Tablets from Knossos will be extremely important as well,[footnoteRef:28] and so will Bennet’s work on administration at Knossos.[footnoteRef:29] [22:  Ferrara 2010: 11-24.]  [23:  Powell 2012: 128-147.]  [24:  Balistier 2000.]  [25:  Best and Woudheizen 1988.]  [26:  Serafimov and Tomezzoli 2008: 219-226.]  [27:  Judson 2013: 69-110.]  [28:  Olsen 2014: 162-201.]  [29:  Bennet 1985: 231-249.] 


Theoretical Perspectives
A materialities approach will be used to fully analyse all three materials individually; this will allow a full analysis of the physical items, while also bringing in contextual evidence. For the materialities approach, I will be using Piquette and Whitehall’s ‘Writing as Material Practice’ as a guide and their definition of what materialities is.[footnoteRef:30] Malafouris’ work on Material Engagement will also be used, as his book is detailed in approaching materiality, and he delves into the Linear B tablets as well.[footnoteRef:31] [30:  Piquette and Whitehouse 2013: 3.]  [31:  Malafouris 2013: 68.] 


Gender theory is relevant for the discussion on status within society, and hierarchies. For this, Bem’s work will be used to understand this theory.[footnoteRef:32] [32:  Bem 1981: 354-364.] 


A Marxist approach lends itself well to an investigation of social hierarchies and the class system of the time, and how this played a part in Minoan society regarding literacy and its accessibility. Lazarus’ application of Marxist theory to a study of the Athenian Polis will be used as a guide to help me in writing this.[footnoteRef:33] Structural violence will be linked in through investigating the barriers to literacy that may exist within the highly structured society of the Minoans.[footnoteRef:34] Freire’s work ‘Pedagogy of the Oppressed’ demonstrates how education and literacy can be accessed differently across the classes and across ethnic groups.[footnoteRef:35] [33:  Lazarus 2016: 21-37.]  [34:  Farmer 2004: 305-325.]  [35:  Freire 1994: 164.] 


In order to achieve a full analysis of each object and both scripts, I will approach them in a chronological order first, starting with the Phaistos Disc, then the Mavro Spelio signet ring and any other Linear A artefacts that appear, and then the Linear B artefacts. I will then compare the findings to see any development that links into the social, economic, and political aspect of Bronze Age Crete; this will help me evaluate my findings and come to a detailed conclusion of the importance and significance literacy had in this time period.

Outline:
Introduction
· Overview
This will contain a brief description of society in Bronze Age Crete, as well as what is already understood about the Linear A and Linear B scripts. Here I will also give information about the development of Linear A from Cretan Hieroglyphic, and the same with Linear B.
· Lit review
· Main scholarly sources used for each object and theoretical approach
· Methodology
· An evaluation of evidence for literacy in Bronze Age Crete.
· A materiality analysis of the Phaistos Disc, Mavro Spelio signet ring, and selected Linear B tablets/stirrup jars.
· An analysis and discussion pf the multiple literacies found in Bronze Age Crete using a Marxist approach and addressing gender differences and possible barriers to literacy within Minoan society.

Chapter 1
· Evidence of literacy in Minoan Crete – an overview
Here I will reiterate the history of the development from Cretan Hieroglyphic, to Linear A, to Linear B. This section will also discuss the different literacies the Minoans had and used, and their importance to society. This section will refer to Ferrara’s work ‘Mycenaean Texts: The Linear B Tablets’.[footnoteRef:36] [36:  Ferrara 2010: 11-23.] 


An investigation of the social hierarchy, including gender, will also be made here. The edited book ‘Minoan Society’ contains many useful chapters on this,[footnoteRef:37] as well as ‘Women in Mycenaean Greece: the Linear B tablets from Pylos and Knossos’ by Olsen,[footnoteRef:38] and ‘Minoans: Life in Bronze Age Crete’ by Castleden.[footnoteRef:39] [37:  Baumbach 1983: 3-10; Cherry 1983: 33-46; Crawford 1983: 47-54; Haskell 1983: 121-128; Lewthwaite 1983: 171-184; Platon 1983: 273-276; Tumasonis 1983: 303-310.]  [38:  Olsen 2014.]  [39:  Castleden 1990.] 


Chapter 2
· Phaistos Disc - an analysis
Balistier’s book ‘The Phaistos Disk: An Account of its Unsolved Mystery’ will aid me in the details and measurements of the disc,[footnoteRef:40] as will plenty of other scholars, including Fuls,[footnoteRef:41] Matossian,[footnoteRef:42] and Owens.[footnoteRef:43] Interpretations, as well as general ideas for its use and even just the script’s use, will be used in this chapter to look into the possibilities of the Phaistos Disc’s importance in society. A materialities approach will be used here, to look at the physical object itself. This will include a look into the process of it being made, the spiral pattern, and the symbols (how detailed they are etc – this will link in with the process of it being made). [40:  Balistier 2000.]  [41:  Fuls 2019.]  [42:  Matossian 2012: 235-264.]  [43:  Owens 2014: .] 


Chapter 3
· Mavro Spelio signet ring – an analysis
Forsdyke’s account of the Mavro Spelio finds will be the main source for this section of the essay, although there is not very much information on the ring.[footnoteRef:44] He comments of Evans, however, who directly links the ring to the Phaistos Disc with the similar spiralling patterns.[footnoteRef:45] Serafimov and Tomezzoli look into the Mavro Spelio signet ring to show the Slavic presence in Minoan Crete.[footnoteRef:46] [44:  Forsdyke 1927: 284-85.]  [45:  Forsdyke 1927: 285.]  [46:  Serafimov and Tomezzoli 2008: 221.] 


Chapter 4
· Linear B tablets – an analysis
The Linear B tablet 1910,0423.3 shows the number of rams and ewes that belonged to a particular shepherd. The next Linear B tablets I will look at covers the role of women in Knossos - KN Uf1031 and 5738 – specifically their place on property holding. Lastly, I will be looking at the painted writing on stirrup jars used to transport liquids across the Aegean, using mainly Judson’s work on this.[footnoteRef:47] These three different examples all fit into administration, but also bring in different areas to look into, including gender, social hierarchy, and trade. I believe looking into these will help develop a broad yet detailed evaluation of what we know and what we can draw out from looking at the multiple literacies in Bronze Age Crete, and how important they were to the people of the time. [47:  Judson 2013.] 


Chapter 5
· Discussion of findings – multiple literacies
Ste. Croix’s definition of class and exploitation is used in Lazarus’s work, this will aid in my use of Marxism.

Structural violence fits well with Marx’s Concept of Class, and I discuss if the social hierarchy was used to control those of a lower social status to keep them in this position, and allow those in a higher social status to flourish.

Conclusion
In this section, I hope to reiterate my thesis statement, that literacy had a large role in the maintaining of social hierarchy in Bronze Age Crete, and that each of the different multiple literacies were important for the different classes of the Minoan society. Administration had widespread uses at Knossos, and these uses varied on the social status and gender of the individual.
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