Dudo of St. Quentin is the primary chronicler of the early reign of the Norman dukes, he was born in the 960’s A.D. although the exact date of his birth is unknown. Much of what is known about Dudo is from his own works, and because of this, most of what is know is through the context clues left to the reader in his works. One fact is certain about Dudo, he was the canon of St. Quentin in the summer of 987,[footnoteRef:1] this would require him to be of a certain age to be allowed such an important post. In addition to that he would have been from a well to do family. The role of canon was crucial as the mediator, or in between, between the church and the laity. After holding the post of canon Dudo of St. Quentin was later selected to be the Dean of St. Quentin. While he is most know for being a chronicler, he was a very successful and important churchman in his day. His most famous work was Historia Normannorum, which was a work accounting the early history of the early dukes of Normandy, the work seeks to document the history of the founding of the duchy by Rollo and his band of Scandinavian Vikings. [1:  Dudo, & Christiansen, E. (1998). History of the Normans. Boydell Press. p. ix] 

 Much doubt has been cast at the trustworthiness of this account as a source. However, as Dudo is writing a panegyric, he can be relied on to write in the best interest of the Norman dukes. While his account is not the cold recounting of facts, the contents are vital to help our understanding of the early years of the Norman presence in what was Neustria. Dudo’s work was started at the request of the Norman Dukes, namely Richard the 1st.[footnoteRef:2] and while he is apologetic about his abilities his work does help to legitimise the Norman Dukes, and provide them a sort of founding myth. Dudo makes no reference to consulting other histories when he sets out to write this work and would have relied on his close relationship with the Ducal family to interview the family for oral history.[footnoteRef:3] Because of this his work takes the form of a romance, Leah Shopkow, in her work on Norman History notes the parralels with a number of other works, such as the ‘Aeneid’, ‘The Ecclesiastical History’, and ‘The Ecclesiastical History of the English People.’  There are even parallels with the Old testament books of Exodus and Joshua. [footnoteRef:4]  [2:  Leonie V. Hicks (2019). A Short History of the Normans. London: Bloomsbury Academic. p.35]  [3:  Hicks (2019). A Short History of the Normans. p.35]  [4:  Leah Shopkow. (1997). History & Community: Norman Historical Writing in the Eleventh and Twelfth Centuries. Washington D.C.: The Catholic University of America Press. P.68] 

This excerpt is from chapter ten of Dudo’s work. This chapters covers the portion of the tale when Rollo and his band travel from the River Schelde up the mouth of the Seine in France. Notably, this is a place where Dudo demonstrate’s his familiarity with Normandy, and the mouth of the Seine as he accurately describes the way that the ocean interacts with the river and its tidal nature. Rollo and his band sail up the Seine until they arrive at a monastery and, in an attempt to avoid the monastery, there is a strange episode about a virgin.
And seeing the monastery of Saint Peter and reckoning the place to be holy and embellished with abodes of monkish habitation, he hesitated to linger there, but steered his ships to the other side of the river, to the chapel of Saint Vedast, and he placed upon the altar of Saint Vedast the body of a certain virgin, Hameltrude by name, which he had carried there with him, and a name from the virgin’s name has forever stuck to this chapel. And that place is called at Saint Hameltrude by the residents.[footnoteRef:5] [5:  Dudo, History of the Normans. Boydell Press. ] 

 This excerpt is an excellent example of a theme that runs through out Dudo’s work. Dudo is writing this to legalize his contemporary Norman Dukes, this section is an exemplar of Dudo Christianising their pagan founder. This relatively short excerpt has a few notable elements that allow us to understand the reason for its inclusion. This is especially useful as it is such a strange and tangential inclusion. Dudo is making sure the reader is aware that unlike other Vikings, who make a practice of raiding monasteries, Rollo and his band left these holy places alone. In the second point he goes to a Christian alter, and presents there the body of a virgin, while it is not specified in what manner he presents her, we don’t know is she is dead or alive. He does make sure that shes is in a Christian chapel. This is a contrasts to what is expected of a pagan. This entire work is busy making Rollo look much more like the ‘contemporary’ Norman dukes than a pagan viking warlord. This is the key theme that runs through Dudo, while he was very interested in writing a history the goal is to legitimise the Norman dukes. While it is historically implausible that Rollo was in the habit of safeguarding Christian relics this is a crucial piece of information to understand Dudo’s work. As Hicks says, Dudo is attempting to 
	Dudo uses the literary Apostrophe, to address Rollo directly, this portion is eye opening for understanding the way the Dudo views Rollo and the founding of the Norman dynasty. This section is full of praise for Rollo and his Descendants he talks about Rollo’s baptism in the future in terms of a leprosy.
Behold the mount of the church where you kept seeing yourself rejoice, Behold here the font of the bath where you were cleansed of leprosy. This fatherland is to be built by your followers, themselves renewed in the font.[footnoteRef:6] [6:  Dudo, & Christiansen, E. (1998). History of the Normans. Boydell Press. p. ix] 

This emphasis a big point for Dudo and Rollo’s successors is that Rollo took on the Christian faith of the Neustrian’s whos land he was granted. This Apostrophe is part of the way they legitimise Rollo as a ruler, he embraces the faith whole sail. He even references the dream that rollo has that prophetically shows him the location of his new lands.[footnoteRef:7] This is in the vein of the prophecies of the Aeneid.   [7:  Hicks, Leonie V. (2019). A Short History of the Normans. London: Bloomsbury Academic. p.30] 

	Dudo of St. Quentin’s work on the history of the Normans was setting out to provide a founding legend for the Dukes of Normandy. His Christianisation of the pagan Rollo and his followers and framing the tale as a Latin legend. This is telling about the political atmosphere that pervaded the era in which Dudo was writing. This commission by Richard the first, finished under the reign of Richard 2nd was part of the way to legitimize the rule of the Norman dukes. And is clearly very highly influenced by the political situation of their era. 
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