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The primary source that will be analysed in this portfolio is ‘The death of Marat’ by Jacques-Louis David (1793).
Jean-Paul Marat (1743-1793) was a French political theorist, physician, scientist, philosopher and radical journalist during the French Revolution.  The diseased, paranoid, inciter of mass murder[footnoteRef:1] was one of the most radical voices of the time.  Anyone whose revolutionary fervor did not burn as ferociously as his was a reactionary who must be eliminated.[footnoteRef:2]  While belonging to no political party himself, he was a defender of the Sans-culottes and through publishing his views in his newspaper, L’Ami du people (The friend of the people) he became a leader of the influential political club the Jacobins.  He was a vengeful extremist who in sighted mass murder on the streets of Paris.[footnoteRef:3]  Signing death warrants by the score, a blood thirsty unpleasant man who was also described as physically repulsive, as a result of suffering from a skin condition thought to be leprosy.   Because of this he would spend whole day’s emursed in a cold bath that provided his only succor from the painful skin lesions that covered his body.[footnoteRef:4]  It was in the bath that Marat met his death at the hands of Charlotte Corday, a young woman of noble descent and Girondin sympathies.[footnoteRef:5] [1:  H. Spencer Beaumont, 'War, Literature & the Arts', An international journal of the humanities, 30, (2018)]  [2:  H. Spencer Beaumont, 'War, Literature & the Arts', An international journal of the humanities, 30, (2018)]  [3:  'Art of France, dir. by Andrew Graham Dixon (BBC, 2017).]  [4:  H. Spencer Beaumont, 'War, Literature & the Arts', An international journal of the humanities, 30, (2018)]  [5:  David Andress, French society in revolution 1789-1799 (Manchester: Manchester University Press, 2009), p.   137.] 

On the evening of 13 July 1793 Charlotte Corday visited Marat bearing a fabricated list of Girondist fugitives to whet his appetite.[footnoteRef:6]  Corday was presented to and interrogated by Marat as he sat in the bath.  Marat stated that all named traitors would be guillotined within a week and at that point Corday drew a knife, plunged it into Marat’s chest severing the carotid artery and he bled to death within minutes.   [6:  H. Spencer Beaumont, 'War, Literature & the Arts', An international journal of the humanities, 30, (2018)] 

The remainder of the Jacobins called on the artist Jacques-Louis David to immortalise the victim of the foul deed.[footnoteRef:7]  David one of Frances most celebrated neo-classical painters created the supreme master piece named ‘The Death of Marat’[footnoteRef:8].  He paints Marat slumped serenely in the bath, his head wrapped in a turban, his face turned making it difficult to examine though it appears healed of its festering sours. The only colour is the green of the rug, crimson bath water and the stark whiteness from the sheet that shrouds the martyr and illuminates the scene.  David turns Marat himself into a new Jesus Christ.[footnoteRef:9]  His right arm hanging heavily over the bath reminiscent of Jesus’ position in the ‘Descent from the cross’ by Van der Weyden.  The quill which he used to protect the citizens falls from his grasp. [7:  H. Spencer Beaumont, 'War, Literature & the Arts', An international journal of the humanities, 30, (2018)]  [8:  Andrew Graham Dixon, Artists their lives and works, ed. by Angela Wilkes, 1 edn (London: Dorling Kindersley Ltd, 2017), p. 182.]  [9:  'Art of France, dir. by Andrew Graham Dixon (BBC, 2017).] 


David was an active supporter of the revolution and campaigned strongly in support of the republican ideals.  This painting was part of his political propaganda.  His neo-classicism style and purpose turn Marat into a hero of high moral.  The masterpiece is a cult that turns reality on its head.
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