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A hidden curriculum refers to the unspoken or implicit values, behaviours, procedures and norms that exist in the educational setting (
Alsubaie
, 2015). The hidden curriculum consists of the unspoken, social and cultural messages that are conveyed to students while they are in school (Concepts, 2017).  It is ‘hidden’ because it is usually unacknowledged and is seen as a necessary part of school life but is more of an approach than being taught (S-cool.co.uk, 2017).
 
The hidden Curriculum
 – norms and values taught through social and cultural messages 
(S-cool.co.uk, 2017).
The Formal Curriculum
 – subjects that are taught through timetabling 
e.g
 Maths, English, Welsh, Science
 
 
Sir Ken Robinson’s perspective on Education...
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What is the Hidden Curriculum?
How do theorists link to education?
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Aspects of t
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Foundations to literacy pyramid
Truly Hidden Curriculum
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Bruner’
s cultural context of teaching and learning
Bruner suggested rather than reward, allow children to be creative
Developed 
the idea of ‘spiralling’ in learning. Construct new ideas referring back to previous learning to discover a greater understanding. Creative thinking 
(Moore
,2012
)
.
Importance of family for the development of the child.
 Reggio Emilia schools
 
) (
Skinner’s ‘law of positive 
reinforcement’ 
Being rewarded for the right response is seen as the process of ‘operant conditioning’ (Moore,2012)
School A uses the reward system through points for behaviour and 
attendance
 but do they work?
However his theory may overlook cultural issues 
related to many 
behaviours
 (Moore
,2012
)
.
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Triangle of the development of literacy
Emotional literacy underpins all learning
Pupils need auditory processing to develop literacy skills
Exposure to language. Listening to stories
 
)
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Examples of the Hidden Curriculum in school A
Nurture Base
/ Emotional Literacy
ELSA trained TAs to work with pupils
School Nurse
Area 42 Councillor
Youth worker doing animal care
Police Liaison Officer 
School Council
)
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The new curriculum will have more emphasis on equipping young people for life, building 
their ability 
to learn new skills and apply 
their
 subject knowledge more positively and creatively. As the world changes, 
they will be 
more able to adapt positively (Welsh Assembly Government, 2015).
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Sir Robinson explained that schools are
: 
‘
using
 too narrow a definition of intelligence and, worse in their obsession with tests, are actually educating  children out of being creative’ (Campaignlive.co.uk).
 
) (
Image 2
)
[image: ] (
Image 
5
) (
Underachievement in boys
The graph shows how the girls are outperforming boys and although both are making progress, that of the girls is significantly higher sugge
sting further work is required in
 school A to address teaching
 methods designed to overcome underachievement  in boys.
)
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How to avoid bullies (toilets more open)
Surviving in corridors
Teachers pupils can trust
Build barriers
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Maslow’s Hierarchy of Needs 
) (
FUNTIONALIST AND MARXIST VIEWS
?
Functionalist 
– education teaches our children values and behaviours such as sanctions and reward schemes
.
 Family values, streaming and mixed ability
Marxist 
 -
 
authority and structure of schooling. Pupils to follow rules. The teacher is the dictator in the classroom. Expected to conform to rules
) (
Nurture Base 
)
 (
Image 3
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Maslow saw esteem as a vital human need 
(Adams, 2009)
. Nurture supports pupils to meet all their needs in order for them to feel fulfilment and believe in
 
themselves before learning can occur 
(Adams, 2009)
.
)[image: http://s3-ap-southeast-1.amazonaws.com/subscriber.images/biology/2016/12/19103728/Maslows-Hierarchy.png] (
Welsh Influences of the hidden curriculum
Registration
/ 
Yma
 in reply to being present
Eisteddfod
/ all attend
School Assembly/
 Lord’s
 prayer
 in welsh
Welsh dimension in all schemes of work
Welsh needed for job progression
Culture of Wales 
) (
Image 6&7
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Curriculum
Hidden Curriculum
Truly Hidden Curriculum
Inclusive Curriculum
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practice, application and performance=
LITERACY!


LANGUAGE
words, understanding and fluency, ChATT screener; memory; processing
EMOTIONAL WELLBEING


phonological awareness, especially phonemic awareness
(oral and aural)


morphemes
units of meaning
(root words, prefixes, suffixes)
mutations


reading and simple spelling underpinning writing
(word, sentence and extended)


 phonics
(grapheme/phoneme links)
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When an individual is
unable to interpret a
Hidden Curriculum,
they may be:

bullied

ignored

teased/ taunted
misunderstood
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love and belonging
friendship, family, intimacy, sense of connection

safety and security
health, employment, property,family and social stability

physiological needs
breathing, food, water, shelter, clothing, sleep





image8.jpeg
Copyright 2005 by Randy Glasbergen. www.glasbergen.com

“Thinking outside of the box is difficult
for some people. Keep trying.”




