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Session aims

• Explore relevant MFL 
teaching methods (e.g.
Translanguaging & CLIL) 

• Develop knowledge around 
AoLE of LLC

• Evaluate the ‘effectiveness’ 
of example MFL lessons

Mini-microteach and organise MFL 
resource bank





Translanguaging
Trawsieithu

for

the AoLE of

Languages, 
Literacy and 
Communication



Translanguaging
Transcend: go beyond the limits

Emerged in Bangor (1980s)

• Cen Williams

• Colin Baker

• Ofelia García

• Wei Li



Policy Background:
rationale

Curriculum for Wales: 4 Purposes

• ambitious, capable learners 

• enterprising, creative contributors 

• ethical, informed citizens of Wales and the world

• healthy, confident individuals 



LLC and 4 purposes 

Ambitious, capable learners, 

ready to learn throughout their lives

Enterprising, creative contributors, 

ready to play a full part in life and work

Ethical, informed citizens of 

Wales and the world

Healthy, confident individuals, ready 

to lead fulfilling lives as valued 

members of society



Learning and experience in this area can empower 
learners to be creative and to persevere when 
facing challenges.. 

This AoLE aims to encourage learners to transfer 
what they have learned about how languages work 
in one language to the learning and using of other 
languages.

Learning and experience in this Area aims to enable 
learners to communicate effectively using Welsh, 
English and international languages.

Effective language skills help learners to make sense 

of concepts across the curriculum, for example by 

enabling them to articulate their reasoning when 

solving problems and analysing information.

The skills promoted through languages, literacy and 
communication are key to enabling learners to 
express themselves effectively, to be open to other 
people’s points of view and to develop positive 
relationships.

The multingual and plurilingual approach is 

intended to ignite learners’ curiosity and 

enthusiasm about languages.

The aim is to encourage learners to engage critically 

with languages and literature in order to help them 

develop not only their own sense of identity, but 

also an understanding of the relationship between 

their own cultures and communities and those of 

other people.

In this Area, languages are seen as a key to social 

cohesion, which can promote better local, national 

and global understanding. 

Enterprising, creative contributors, ready to 
play a full part in life and work 

Ambitious, capable learners, ready to 
learn throughout their lives 

Healthy, confident individuals, ready to lead 
fulfilling lives as valued members of society 

Ethical, informed citizens of Wales 
and the world 



Creativity in languages can build learners’ 

confidence to grasp new opportunities and to adapt 

to different roles.

A key aspect of effective language learning is the 

willingness to experiment and take risks in  trying 

out new structures, sounds and patterns.

This AoLE aims to encourage learners to transfer 
what they have learned about how languages work 
in one language to the learning and using of other 
languages.

Effective multilingual skills deepen the ability to 

analyse and solve problems, as they enable learners 

to respond in many more contexts.

The opportunity to learn several languages deepens 

understanding of identity, culture and belonging.

Linguistic knowledge and  skills in multiple 

languages are needed to participate confidently and 

empathetically in society.

Enterprising, creative contributors, ready 
to play a full part in life and work 

Ambitious, capable learners, ready to 
learn throughout their lives 

Healthy, confident individuals, ready to lead 
fulfilling lives as valued members of society 

Ethical, informed citizens of 
Wales and the world 



A shift in language education

• Grammar Translation Method

• Audio-lingual Method 

Grammatical 
competence 

L2 accuracy

• Communicative Language Teaching 

• Task-based Language Teaching

Communicative 
competence

L2 fluency

L1 transfer/error?



‘Repertoire’: translanguaging space

Bilinguals are not two monolinguals in one!

García Li

L1

Repertoire







“move between languages and cultures”

‘language teachers’ rather than 

teachers of a specific language 

(Kelly, 2018, p.8)

A holistic approach 

benefit not only MFL

but also Welsh and English 

(Gorrara et al, 2020, p.245)  

https://hwb.gov.wales/curriculum-for-wales/languages-literacy-and-communication/descriptions-of-learning/



‘Repertoire’: translanguaging space



“move between languages and cultures”



Languages, Literacy and Communication

1. Gain knowledge/skills in Welsh, English and international languages.

2. Include WAL/EAL and other home or community languages.

3. Use Multilingual approach to ignite enthusiasm and interest in 

languages and literature from Wales and the world.

4. Experience the joy of learning language/literature as 

consumers/creators.



Language learning skills are transferable

• All learners should have the opportunity to learn at least 1 

international language at school. 

• Encourage learners to use plurilingual skills and recognise the 

value of being able to use different languages.

• Schools may choose to offer different international languages, 

to enhance learners’ linguistic and intercultural awareness.



Code-switching

Reproductional translanguaging

Content is first made using one set of language resources and 
then made again using another set.











Code-meshing

Complementary translanguaging

Resources are meshed without translation from one named 
language to another. 











Descriptions of learning: can-do statements

https://hwb.gov.wales/curriculum-for-wales/languages-literacy-and-communication/descriptions-of-learning/

https://hwb.gov.wales/curriculum-for-wales/languages-literacy-and-communication/descriptions-of-learning/


Start small first

Plan mini translanguaging steps in your SoW/ MFL lessons

• Doing register/Greeting pupils at door in different languages:

• Bore da! Prynhawn da!

• Zaoshang hao!早上好!

• Hola! Ni hao!你好!

• Sign Language?



Translanguaging
Reading Corner

• engage with literature that 
represents diversity

• immersive reading culture

• authentic materials, chosen by 
or for pupils

• multimodal songs, rhymes, 
stories, and poems



Translanguaging experience



Use timely/relatable topic/content to create a
translanguaging space/experience

• Y Wladychfa Gymreig (The Welsh Settlement)

• 3 bilingual Welsh–Spanish primary schools in Patagonia, Argentina



Use languages
for special events

• School assembly

• Christmas show

• Rugby international

• Welsh festivals

• New Year celebrations

• European Day



Compare: e.g. Christmas/New year 
greetings/celebrations/decorations

Blwyddyn newydd dda!

Xinnian hao!新年好! (new year good)





Zhōngqiū jié

中秋节
Mid-Autumn Festival



nónglì

农历
• Chinese Lunar Calendar

• 15th day of the 8th lunar month

• Friday, 29th September 2023



Moon Festival

The brightest and fullest harvest moon

3-day break

tuányuán

团圆
roundness 
= togetherness
= reunion



yuèbǐng

月饼 Mooncake



yuè

月 moon



When is
Mid-Autumn

Festival?

A. 15th August

B. 15th August
(Chinese Lunar Calendar)

C. 15th September

D. 15th September
(Chinese Lunar Calendar)



What do
Chinese eat on

Mid-Autumn
Festival?

A. Moon cakes

B. Rice dumplings

C. Fruit cakes

D. Steamed dumplings



Zhōngqiūjié kuàilè

中秋节快乐

Mid-Autumn
Festival
Hapus!

29/09/2023
🥮



Local curriculum:
e.g. Bilingual signs
World restaurants/takeaways



Global curriculum:
UN 2030 ‘Sustainable Development Goals’



Explore Wales and the World
Learning through languages, not just learning languages.

















Content & Language Integrated Learning

CLIL has become the umbrella term describing both learning another 
subject through the medium of a foreign language and learning a 
foreign language by studying a content-based subject.

Language is used to learn as well as to communicate. Benefits: 
cultural awareness, language competence, preparation for both 
study and working life, increased motivation & deeper learning.





Principles of CLIL

4 Cs in CLIL: Communication, Culture, Content, and Cognition.

Language of learning: key terms and concepts on learning content

Language for learning: language needed for meaning-making and tasks

Language through learning: new and accidental language acquisition



Language
Detectives



Number 
Tennis



Maths
song



Introducing 
Kandinsky:

Colours



Kandinsky: 
Emotions



Water 
Theme:
Africa



Water 
Theme



Helicopter 
Experiment
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