Slave Voyages Task: Thomas Phillips and the Hannibal (1693-1695)



From which regions were the slaves aboard the Hannibal purchased?

Whydah (Ouidah, modern-day Benin)
Gold Coast (modern-day The Republic of Ghana)


What calling points did the Hannibal make en-route to the Americas?

Sao Tome


What was the destination of the Hannibal in the Americas?

Barbados


What was the length of the ‘Middle Passage’?

The ‘Middle Passage’ lasted for 100 days. 


What was the demographical makeup of the African slaves aboard the Hannibal?

The percentage of slaves who were children aboard the Hannibal was 7.0%, 5.6% boys and 1.3% girls (there must be some rounding here to reach the combined total of 7.0%).

The percentage of slaves who were adults aboard the Hannibal was 93%, 66.1% men and 26.9% women.


How many slaves embarked from Africa?

700


How many slaves disembarked in the Americas?

372


Using the database, what other information can you glean about the ship’s captain, Thomas Phillips?

Thomas Phillips is not listed in the database as captaining any ship other than the Hannibal, suggesting that this was his only voyage as captain. 

Phillips was employed as captain by the Royal African Company, a large English trading company, and was evidently deemed capable of managing a crew of seventy (at outset). However, although the voyage is recorded as being completed successfully, the exceptionally high mortality rate (47.0) raises questions about Phillips’ competency as captain.


