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Essay 1:
[bookmark: _Hlk153207299]In this assignment the writer will be researching how the code of ethics helps reduce incidences of professional misconduct and increase public confidence in the police. The writer will be describing how the police have developed principles to reduce the possibility of professional malpractices and increase community confidence. It will be looking into what evidence there is that the Code of Ethics have reduced incidences of professional misconduct. Also, has public confidence really increased in the police.

It is important that we understand what is the Code of Ethics and what its history. Research shows that The College of Policing developed the Code of Ethics on behalf of every member of the policing profession of England and Wales. The work was carried out by the College’s Integrity Programme in association with the national policing leads for Ethics and Professional Standards and a wide range of key stakeholders, including Chief Constables, PCCs, oversight bodies, staff associations and trade unions, and police practitioners (College of Policing, 2014). All police officers and or staff within the police service no matter what department, rank or service must adhere to the Code of Ethics, set out and developed by the College of Policing (2014). This paragraph shows how the police have developed policies and procedures to reduce the possibility of professional malpractice. No matter their rank, function, or position, everyone who works in the police force will be given the tools they need to always act morally and with confidence when confronting colleagues who act inappropriately. In turn, the Code ought to considerably increase public confidence in and trust for the police. (College of Policing, 2014)

However, the Code of Ethics' application goes beyond its statutory status as a code of conduct. 
Every person employed in policing is expected by the public and the professional organisation to adhere to the Code of Ethics. This comprises all persons employed on a full-time, part-time, casual, contract, permanent, temporary, or volunteer basis. It also includes any other policing bodies that fall beyond the purview of the Code as a code of practise as well as all forces that are not sponsored by the Home Office. (College of Policing, 2014)

Evidence through the College of Policing (2014) suggests that discussing unprofessional behaviour as a regular business concern is necessary in order to reduce it, rather than just establishing a code of ethics. The public is less likely to support the police in upholding the law if they lack the confidence to believe that the police will be fair, ethical, and operating in their best interests. The Code of Ethics focuses on self-awareness, making sure that everyone in law enforcement feels empowered to always act honourably and is confident enough to challenge coworkers regardless of their rank, function, or position. This publicly available ethical guidelines can promote transparency and engage the community in discussions about police conduct. Using the Code of Ethics as a legal and ethical alignment it ensures that police actions align with legal and ethical principles, reducing the likelihood of rights violation. This over time, adherence to a code of ethics can lead to a decrease in incidents of misconduct and corresponding increase in public confidence. (Home Office, 2012). This paragraph shows how the police can and are transparent with the way they publish the Code of Ethics into the public domain this shows transparency between the police and the public, also publishing misconduct finding reports outlining how the Code of Ethics has been used in line to make decisions in relation to professional misconduct. According to the Home Office (2023) this in turn increases public confidence in the police.

Body Worn Video (BWV) has a huge impact on misconduct. BWV is the first source of evidence the police look at in order to investigate or negate complaints against police. Since the use of BWV has been introduced nationwide an insight has been taken into officers malpractices, also used to capture whether procedures had been followed correctly such as those required in searches, taser deployment and arrest. (Harrison, L’Hoiry and Santorso, 2021). The number of complaints filed against officers dropped from 0.7 complaints per 1,000 contacts to 0.07 per 1,000 contacts. (Ariel, Farrar and Sutherland, 2015)

According to the research (Gov.uk, 2023) there was 87,786 complaints recorded against police officers in England and Wales in 2022. Given the sheer number of complaints coming through a clear framework gets used to determine the complaint going forward, this is determined by finding is there a complaint against Policing Principles and Standards of professional behaviour. It is clear that should the Principles and Standards be followed the number of complaints will decrease as then the public won’t have complaints to submit, this in turn will increase the statistics of crime detection as the public will want to work with the police and not against.

Overall, the findings demonstrated strong and dependable confidence in the UK police's proportionality in handling occurrences involving the general people. The majority of respondents (72%) believe that UK police respond to occurrences involving the public in a fair and appropriate manner (IOPC, 2021). Research here shows what public confidence is at, at this present time. 

According to the Independent Office for Police Conduct, YONDER (2023) research into public perception. It has been researched that the negativity towards the police remains at its highest level since January 2020. Below shows a graph that has been taken from IOPC, YONDER Public Perception Tracker, which shows the declination of the statement “I feel positively towards the police” and the increase of the statement “I feel negatively towards the police”. 
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By reading this report by YONDER it is noted that people feel negative towards the police due to, general misconduct, police officers committing crimes, negative personal experience, and abuse of power. These were amongst the top reasons that people felt negative towards the police. By staying in line with the Code of Ethics these figures will naturally fluctuate in a more positive manner, thus increasing public confidence in the police. (IOPC, YONDER, 2023) 

In this essay the writer has researched how the code of ethics helps to reduce incidences of professional misconduct and increase public confidence in the police. The writer has described how the police have developed principles to reduce the possibility of professional malpractice and increase community confidence. The writer has also analysed data that has been researched by the IOPC into the public confidence in police and how that can change by aligning to the Code of Ethics, which in turn will decrease incidents of professional misconduct. 
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Essay 2:

In this essay the writer will be researching how effective is a multi-agency approach as a means of managing violent and sexual offenders. This answer answers will be based on academic research, and references will be made to relevant case studies.

To begin we must look into the multi agencies that govern Violent and Sexual Offenders. Through research into the College of Policing, it would be apparent that there are Multi-agency Public Protection Arrangements (MAPPA), which will be mentioned many times during this essay (College of Policing, 2017).

In each of England and Wales’s 42 criminal justice areas, multi-agency public protection arrangements (MAPPAs) were formed under Sections 325 to 327B of the Criminal Justice Act 2003 (CJA). These policies are intended to safeguard the general populace, especially crime victims, from substantial harm caused by sexual, violent, and other dangerous criminals. According to MAPPA, criminal justice organisations and other organisations must collaborate with these offenders. (College of Policing, 2017).

According to the research NARCO (2023) MAPPA is a system by which agencies can more efficiently carry out their legal obligations and protect the public in a coordinated way. It was established in 2000 under the Criminal Justice and Court Services Act 2000, but it was replaced by Sections 325 to 327B of the Criminal Justice Act 2003. Multi-Agency Public Protection Arrangements, or MAPPA, is the process by which several organizations, including the England and Wales Police Forces, HM Prison Service, and National Probation Service, cooperate to manage the risks posed by violent and sexual offenders living in the community. MAPPA strives to regulate the risks that sexual and violent criminals pose to society by reducing the risks associated with these sorts of offenders (NARCO, 2023).

Research into MAPPA, through NARCO, 2023 shows that there are three categories of MAPPA offenders, these are as follows:
· Category One – All registered sexual offenders. Registered sexual offenders are required to notify the police of their name, address, and personal details under the terms of the Sexual Offences Act 2003.
· Category Two – Violent or other sex offenders not subject to notification requirements, including violent offenders who have been sentenced to 12 months or more, or to detention in hospital, and who are now living in the community subject to probation supervision.
· Category Three – Other dangerous offenders who have committed an offence in the past and who are considered to pose a risk of serious harm to the public.
(NARCO, 2023)
According to the research (Bryant, Peck and Lovbakke, 2015) we can investigate the effectiveness of one year reoffending rates of the new MAPPA eligible offenders, 2000-2010. (Reoffending Analysis of MAPPA Eligible Offenders)
[image: A graph with lines and dots

Description automatically generated]
Between 2000 and 2009, a slightly higher proportion of new male offenders eligible for MAPPA reoffended in comparison to new female offenders eligible for MAPPA. They both had a 27% confirmed incidence of reoffending after one year in 2010. Between 2000 and 2010, the one-year proven reoffending rates for new male offenders eligible for MAPPA decreased overall by three percentage points, from 30% to 27%. 
25% of new female offenders who qualified for MAPPA in 2000 reoffended. The documented one-year reoffending rate decreased from 28% in 2002 to 22% in 2005. For new female offenders eligible for MAPPA, there has been an overall rise in the reoffending rate since 2005, reaching 27% in 2010.
The graph shows a decrease of the % of new MPPA eligible offenders between 2001 and 2010. This is a positive finding that shows the effectiveness of the MAPPA project that was introduced. (Bryant, Peck and Lovbakke, 2015)
But, research shows particular failings involving MAPPA and other public protection agencies. These failings have been widely spread through the media and has been highlighted by HM Inspectorate of Probation. This failing would be related to the Jack Merritt and Saskia Jones in the Fishmongers’ Hall terror attack by Usman Khan on November 29th, 2019. (HM Inspectorate of Probation, 2021)
Usman Khan who was released into the society was found to pose a "very high risk" of significant injury to the public in the community, meaning that a seriously detrimental incident was imminent and more likely to occur, according to an Offender Assessment System (OASys) assessment conducted by his probation officer shortly before his release. There were two pieces of intelligence that surfaced just before his release from jail that suggested he had both (a) plans to go back to his old habits upon release (which was regarded as a reference to some sort of terrorist offence), and (b) plans to launch an attack after his release. Usman Khan was managed as part of the MAPPA as of June 2018. These required holding regular meetings with officials of the National Probation Service, police forces, and other parties with pertinent duties for him. In order to reduce the hazards, he posed, reports were given to the meetings and choices were made. (Courts and Tribunal Judiciary, no date).
The prospective event was discussed in either two or three of the MAPPA panel meetings held between August and November 2019, but it does not appear that the MAPPA agencies considered the risks of Usman Khan attending such an event or expressly approved his attendance. It is however right to say that none objected. (Courts and Tribunal Judiciary, no date).
The failures of MAPPA and other panels in the meeting identifying and highlighting the risks posed by Khan attending this event ultimately resulted in Khan attending this event at Fishmonger’s Hall in the City of London, adjacent to London Bridge, and committing an act of terror resulting in two deaths of innocent members of the public and his own death after he was shot by police. (Courts and Tribunal Judiciary, no date).
Lessons have been learnt by researching into (HM Inspectorate of Probation, 2021) where new safeguarding structures have been established such as NPA National Security Division.
In this assignment the writer has researched how effective multi agency approach as a means of managing violent and sexual offenders. This answer has been based off academic research and reference has been made to relevant case studies.
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Essay 3:
In this essay the writer will be researching into what extent is “lifestyle” theory an accurate reflection of what makes certain people vulnerable to becoming a victim of Serious Organised Crime. This answer will be based on academic research into the psychological and socio-economic characteristics of vulnerable people. 

To begin, we must understand what lifestyle theory is. According to the research, Lifestyle Theory by Walters (2000), crime develops as a result of a continuous interplay between three factors: opportunity, choice, and motivation. Incentive, opportunity, and choice take on distinct values and meanings during the initial, transitional, maintenance, burnout or maturity, and last phases of the criminal lifestyle. The inception phase of a criminal lifestyle is motivated by existential anxiety. Once started, the dread of losing out on the advantages of crime serves as an incentive for continuing lifestyle engagement. The motivation has once again shifted to a fear of change by the time the person reaches the third (maintenance) phase of a criminal lifestyle. The motivation for engaging in criminal activity has evolved once more with the onset of the burnout or maturity phase. This time, it is a dread of dying, being disabled, or incarceration. 

In this essay the writer will be concentrating on the lifestyle theory around young people in geographical areas of London. According to the research (Annan et al., 2021), young people today face a variety of pressures as a result of their constantly shifting surroundings. Concern over teenage social behaviour and cohesiveness is warranted, given the rise in behavioural issues, and shifting social dynamics. London is distinct in terms of population density and local government, making it one of the world's most culturally and socioeconomically diversified cities. These qualities present unique difficulties. 

Serious organised crime targets vulnerable people, typically younger people, in this essay we are looking at young people in London. According to the research into (Home Office, 2020), Drug distribution across "county lines" is an exploitative and violent practise. The exploitation of children, adolescents, and vulnerable adults who are told to transport and or store narcotics, along with related cash or firearms, to dealers or drug users locally or in neighbouring counties, is a prevalent practise along county lines, age: 15–17 year-olds make up the majority of the vulnerable people involved in county lines.
 
Lifestyle theory relates to young people joining organised crime groups, there are many factors and findings that prove this. One being, to feel part of a family, this can be due to experiences that that young person has gone through, due to being a victim of neglect growing up, organised crime groups will prey on that person, giving them that sense of security, sense of status, even to the point where other family members are already involved with organised crime groups, the young person themselves now want to be a part of (thurrock.gov, 2023). 

There are many pathways into serious and organised crime, organised crime is not a one size fits all, it’s a totally different world where the majority of us are oblivious from, this is due to the lifestyle that we come from. However, it is statistically proven that those who come from less affluent areas are more likely to be victims of serious and organised crime as a way of financial benefit. Children raised in impoverished communities by unstable or dispersed families that lack motivation to see their children through to graduation are especially open to harassment and intimidation from street gangs and criminal organisations. They might not get a sense of belonging from their family, but the groups and gangs are likely to provide one for them. These young individuals may first engage in antisocial behaviour and minor crimes before developing into more serious crimes as a result of their growing involvement in gang activities. Subsequently, this might develop into organised crime. In relation to the lifestyle theory spoken about in the first paragraph this would be the initial phase of criminal lifestyle. (National Crime Agency, 2016)

According to the research (Leicester Safeguarding Adults Board, 2014), It is important that we look outside of the vulnerabilities of the young person, as older people can also be victims of serious and organised crime. This research has shown the psychological and socio-economic characteristics of vulnerable people, and how that will contribute to them being a vulnerable victim of Serious and Organised Crime. Many adults can be considered to be in the vulnerability bracket and continue to be victims of serious and organised crime, some of these vulnerable factors are:
Age, cuckooing is a present normality in the elderly ages.
Gender, there are various Organised Crime routes that females go down, this can typically be sexual exploitation in exchange for money, such as prostitution, this is not to say that males will also fall into this avenue but typically males will fall into the drug dealing avenue, whereby they are used as runners for Organised Crime kingpins.
Cognitive ability, this makes older people extremely vulnerable if they don’t have the correct safeguarding in place for their needs, OCG’s will identify the lack of safeguarding and pray on this in order to gain from their cognitive abilities. 
Access to money, this in particular is a huge subject at the moment given the cost-of-living crisis, families and individuals are turning to OCG’s for a financial gain, people will go to desperate lengths for money due to this crisis. 

In this essay the writer has made an accurate reflection on what makes certain people vulnerable to becoming a victim of Serious and Organised Crime, this includes to the extent on how “lifestyle” theory is a contributing factor. The writer has researched into the psychological and socio-economic characteristics of vulnerable people.
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Essay 4:

In this essay the writer will be researching into why partnership is approach the most effective way of preventing re-offending. This answer will be supported with relevant evidence drawn from academic sources. 

According to College of Policing (2022) a partnership approach is often considered one of the most effective ways of preventing re-offending due to the fact it leverages the collective efforts and expertise of various stakeholders to address the complex and multifaceted issues associated with criminal behaviour. 

Partnership is approach all about working with agencies that are designed to accommodate a certain resolution to a problem. Right care for the right person, is a common phrase within the police force, which strides from the very beginning, from the call into the control room asking for assistance in a particular matter, to the outcome stage at the end of an investigation, for example, case being referred to the Crown Prosecution Service, being referred to out of court disposals, or victims being referred to partner agencies such as women’s aid or Live Fear Free, all these agencies have a specific role in relation to right care right person, this research has been made through (College of Policing, 2023). 

Performing research into partnership policing in Wales, it has been found that according to Welsh Government (2018) we can determine that the needs on law enforcement have evolved. Since 1998, the partnership approach to community safety has placed enforcement at its core, with the police playing a major role in Youth Offending Teams. According to estimates, between 70% and 80% of calls these days deal with non-crime-related concerns including vulnerable individuals and mental health. While there have been notable advancements in early intervention and prevention, with a focus on local partnership, dealing with serious and organised crime and terrorism also has ties to local policing and partnership functioning.

In order for a partnership approach to be effective it is important that a sustainable and effective infrastructure is present, this allows collaboration for the pooling of resources and expertise. Different agencies and organizations can share information, knowledge, and funding to develop and implement more effective programs and interventions. This can lead to cost savings and greater efficiency in tackling re-offending (Bryant and Bryant, 2019).

Research has been conducted into the partnership approach via (Bryant and Bryant, 2019) and it is found that a partnership approach is effective in many aspects of policing, however it is worth noting that the partnership works the police make when it comes to domestic violence related incidents. This is due to the high-risk factor between parties involved. The police response to domestic abuse is likely to include working with specialist domestic abuse services such as the locals’ women’s aid, social and health services, housing, education, and voluntary organisations such as Relate. A multi-agency approach is recommended to provide protection and support to the victim and his or her dependants. 

According to College of Policing (2020), in order to collaborate on information sharing, risk assessment, and action planning to lower the risk of serious or recurrent hate crimes, some police departments and their partners have formed public protection partnerships, which are akin to the domestic abuse multi-agency risk assessment conference (MARAC) process. When reacting to repeat victims, high-risk individuals, or new trends in hate crimes, this framework can be very helpful.

Multi-agency approach is effective and is widely used amongst young people, it is used as a preventative measure by Youth Offending Teams (YOT), to provide tailored intervention to those that offend at a young age. It is used to provide a more educational route for those young persons involved in crime, it provides opportunities for young people to learn from mistakes and prevents them from being exposed to the criminal justice system at a young age. These services stem from the police, social services, education, employment and health services working together to offer young people extra support and guidance to steer them away from crime. (Thompson, 2021)

The Thompson (2021) article for how successful are early interventions in reducing violent crime states the types of people are more likely to commit violent crime come from two major factors, individual risk factors include things like being shut out of school, having a bad mental health history, and experiencing Adverse Childhood Experiences (ACEs) including domestic violence and Environmental Risk Factors include things like living in a low-socioeconomic region and having bad encounters with the police due to stop and search procedures; the latter is particularly associated with belonging to an ethnic minority. These would require somewhat complex tailored support, which is regularly available due to the multi-agency approach, these include, mentoring, this process by which a responsible adult helps a young person through their formative years. There is, however, little proof that mentoring actually lowers crime. While this can be effective if mentors are well-trained in it over the long run, it can also have detrimental impacts on the mental health of both mentor and mentee, according to a study that looked at 350 initiatives around England. One example of specialist children's services is the provision of additional financial support for young people who have been the victims of domestic abuse by child support agencies. According to one study, this caused a 25% drop-in offending rates to 7%. 

In conclusion, a partnership approach understands that dealing with criminal activity is a complicated process that necessitates a coordinated effort across multiple sectors and groups, which is why it is beneficial in avoiding reoffending. Together, these parties may address the underlying reasons of criminal behaviour in a way that is more thorough, customised, and holistic. Ultimately lowering the chance of reoffending and encouraging them to successfully reintegrate back into society. (Great Britain. National Offender Management Service, 2005)

In this essay the writer has researched into why partnership is approach the most effective way of preventing re-offending. This answer has been based on and supported with relevant evidence drawn from academic resources. 
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