Using the ideas of Judith Butler, how does the role of motherhood in the Catholic Church try to maintain the female gender?
The Catholic Church has become controversial within contemporary movements such as feminism and queer theory regarding its views on gender, sex and sexuality. Most recently, the Catholic Church has discussed how the anti-gender movement has become a threat to the Church, as well as to humanity. This is because Catholicism sees gender as being based on heteronormative binaries according to the biblical authority that God created man and woman and natural law. Those genders and sexualities that do not conform to these standards, such as homosexuality, are seen as unnatural. Judith Butler has openly criticized the Catholic Church’s condemnation of genders that do not conform to heteronormative gender binaries. She argues that Catholicism upholds heteronormative binaries to protect the traditional views of gender roles and family. This essay will aim to show how the Catholic church’s emphasis on motherhood promotes a regulatory framework to maintain female gender. Using Butler’s idea of performativity, it will argue that the act of motherhood depicts maternity as being natural and innate to women but is in fact not. This will be linked to how the Catholic Church sees motherhood as natural because of their biological sex. However, Butler argues that motherhood is only seen as natural because the constant repetition of motherhood is a social, historical and cultural construction for power discourses, such as the Catholic Church. This is to maintain their ideal female gender. The emphasis on the binary of gender restricts women being identified as to whatever ‘man’ is not such as mother/father. Motherhood also tries to deter homosexuality, through the incest taboo. This essay will argue that this is important for the Catholic Church as it tries to maintain social order to prolong the future of the Catholic faith. This is because female genders that do not conform such as lesbians, risk the Catholic Church from increasing in population. This essay will discuss how the Virgin Mary, as a symbol of motherhood in the Catholic Church, depicts the dualism of virginity and motherhood as being natural female attributes. However, this creates pressure for women to conform to either virginity or motherhood. This portrayal of the female gender is shaped within a patriarchal discourse, which can lead to women who do not conform to these gender norms being marginalized within the Catholic Church, and society. This will lead onto Butler’s ideas of subversion and resistance. This work will show how the use of contraception can challenge female gender roles regarding motherhood. This is because it is seen as resisting the gender norm that women are agents for procreation. Taking contraception will be shown as resisting the female gender role of motherhood in the Catholic Church. Furthermore, Butler argues that homosexuality is resistant to gender roles. This will be shown in how female same-sex couples challenge the conception of heterosexual parents. However, it will be argued that this subversion is difficult, as same-sex partners are seen as either taking on the feminine or masculine role of mother/father. This will be linked to how the Catholic Church marginalizes same sex couples as they oppose reproductive technology and adoption rights to same-sex partnerships. This essay hopes to articulate that Butler’s ideas show how the Catholic Church uses motherhood to maintain and regulate female gender in society.  



