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	Title of Dissertation: The Welsh Tract in Pennsylvania



	Aims and Objectives: 

To research in depth the influence the Welsh people, especially Welsh Quakers had over the founding and shaping of Pennsylvania. 

To examine reasons for their emigration from Wales

To examine reasons for their cultural assimilation

To found out how Welsh heritage is being preserved in Pennsylvania today


	Abstract (approximately 500 words):
Crynodeb (tua 500 gair):
This dissertation hopes to explore and follow in depth the lives of some of the Welsh people who sailed to Pennsylvania it founding by William Penn in 1681 onwards. 
During this period in Wales, many religious non-conformists were persecuted because of their faith, notably for this dissertation, including Quakers. 
Some of these Welsh Quakers sought life away from persecution and, following the founding of the province of Pennsylvania by William Penn in 1681, the Welsh began to emigrate. 
The intended goal was to be able to speak Welsh and practice Quakerism without any government persecution, as part of Penn’s “Holy Experiment,” in a land named “New Wales” 

My study will begin by examining in greater detail the political and religious conditions in Wales during the late reign of King Charles II, and the push factors the Welsh Quakers would have felt at that time.
Next, I will examine the pull factors to Pennsylvania, the promise of no persecution and religious freedom, and the thought behind the holy experiment, hopefully focussing in specifically on individual people, rather than a group.

My study will continue to analyse what happened to the Welsh Quakers once they arrived in North America, specifically their interaction with the Native Americans, and other cultures who had recently settled in the area. As pacificists, were their relationship with the Native Americans were different from other settler mindsets?
 
I will begin to conclude by examining the tension felt between Welsh cultural preservation and secularisation, particularly as the Welsh Quakers gradually integrated into the larger English-speaking secular society. I will examine reasons as to why the Welsh Quakers ultimately failed to maintain their distinct language and identity, and why the government of Pennsylvania eventually became secularised. 

Finally, I will conclude with some reflective remarks regarding the heritage and preservation attempts that are ongoing today, to remember Pennsylvania’s Welsh founding. 

I will attempt to uncover old stories and gain insight into how and why their Welsh Quaker identity changed quickly during this period. It may be because their pacifism could not hold sway with the dangers facing the colony. Furthermore, it could be that a common language was needed to be spoken to interact with the Natives and other locals, which began their assimilation into English. Further research is needed to determine why.
My ultimate goal for this dissertation is to shine a light on an under-researched aspect of Welsh history, focussing on specific people in as great detail as possible, and painting a picture of life for them at this time. 
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