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My Research 
Question

• The topic of my dissertation is the clearance 
of an upland area of Mid Wales known as 
Mynydd Epynt

• In 1940, the Ministry of Defence evicted 219 
people from 54 farms and smallholdings to 
create an Army training ground covering 
approximately 60,000 acres 

• I am specifically looking at the following 
question:

o ‘Were the people of Mynydd Epynt 
treated fairly when compared to a 
sample of their English 
contemporaries and what was the 
cultural and linguistic impact of the 
evictions’.
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Why Mynydd Epynt is 
such an interesting 
dissertation topic

• Despite being a significant event in modern 
Welsh history it remains generally unknown 
and little studied

• What happened to the families who were 
evicted changed the course of lives. Even 
now, generations later it remains a sensitive 
topic for their descendants

• A feeling of injustice in the way the families 
were treated still persists, especially when 
compared to their English counterparts

• Recently, the clearance has started to 
attract popular attention, comparing it with 
the drowning of Tryweryn by Liverpool 
Corporation in 1965



Starting 
the research

• Epynt
o Why 2025 was a good 

year to start researching 
o Site visit
o Meeting the families

• English clearances
o Identification of areas 

and villages
o Finding relevant sources
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Focusing the research

• Too much information!
o Identifying what is important to answer the 

research question

• Which English villages to include and why
o Imber, Wiltshire 
o Tyneham, Dorset
o The combined villages of West Tofts, 

Sturston, Langford, Stanford, Buckenham 
Tofts and Tottington, Norfolk 



Sources 

• Limited availability of sources

• Reasons for scarcity

• Casting the net wider 
o Plaid Cymru
o NFU
o Welsh Nationalism



Methods used and findings so far

• The dissertation uses two types of analysis:
• Quantitative analysis is used to answer the part of the research 

question, ‘Were the people of Mynydd Epynt treated fairly when 
compared to a sample of their English contemporaries ….'
o This is used to compare factual evidence such as notice period given to 

residents, compensation offered, assistance provided with relocation etc
o Based on the data collected so far, there seems to have been similar treatment 

of evictees in both Wales and England
• Qualitative analysis is used to answer the part of the research 

question,'...what was the cultural and linguistic impact of the evictions’
o This is in progress
o Looking at aspect of Welsh Nationalism and what role that may have in this 

discussion



Further research

• Epynt
o Interviews with descendants of 

Epynt families
• English villages

o Visit to Imber village open day 
April 4th to April 6th, 2026

o Contact local history societies 
for additional information

o Attempt to contact 
descendants of evicted families

• Review legislation
o Was the same legislation used 

for both Welsh and English 
evictions



Conclusion

• Based on the data that I have been able to find, 
the people who were evicted from Mynydd Epynt 
do not appear to have received any significantly 
worse treatment than their English counterparts in 
terms of notice period, compensation etc. 

• There is a solid body of evidence which suggests 
that the clearance of the Welsh-speaking 
community from Epynt deserves to be re-
examined as the cultural and linguistic impact it 
caused was probably greater that that at Tryweryn
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