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Globalisation is a concept that alludes to how trade and technology have made the world more interconnected and interdependent. It incorporates the economic and societal developments necessary for a country to support its population.(National Geographic Society, 2023) It is a complicated phenomenon with far-reaching consequences for the global economy and its people (Stromquist,and Monkman, 2014.) and over the last three decades, globalisation has dominated social sciences and humanities.(National Geographic Society, 2023) While the concept is frequently debated, and multiple definitions of globalisation exist, it is widely assumed to refer to countries' increasing economic interdependence through an increase in the volume and variety of cross-border transactions involving goods and services, international money flows, and the rapid and widespread dissemination of technology. (Thomas & Thompson, 2014) So why is there a link between globalisation and education? Education is widely regarded as an investment in human capital, the more a country invests in its educational systems, the better its overall economic success. (Global Partnership, 2024) Research reveals that countries with a higher percentage of individuals in school experience faster economic growth than countries with fewer educated workforce. (Global Partnership, 2024) For years, academics have demonstrated the macroeconomic connection between education and the economy. The United Nations Educational, Scientific, and Cultural Organisation (UNESCO, 2012) discovered that for every one American dollar invested in education, ten to fifteen dollars were created in economic growth. (UNESCO, 2012) Around the world, there are two hundred and fifty eight million children, adolescents, and youth, which equates to seventeen percent not in school, demonstrating education inequity. (United Nations, 2020) Despite Article 28 of the United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child. (UNCRC,1989), which stipulates that children have the right to an education and that access to quality education is a fundamental right for all children, significant barriers still exist which prevent children and adolescents from receiving a high-quality, consistent education. (UNESCO, n.d.) These barriers are the result of a combination of social, economic, and political factors that lead to educational disparities. (World Bank, n.d.) Throughout this paper, we will critically examine the global perspectives of education and barriers to education in particular in Brazil, drawing on national, regional, and international policies and reports while employing relevant theory throughout. Economic disparities are one of the most major hurdles to obtaining a high-quality education in Brazil. The country has a significant difference between affluent and poor, with a sizable part of the population living in poverty. (UNESCO, n.d.) Children from low-income families may lack the financial resources to complete a proper education, which includes school supplies, clothing, and transportation. As a result, young people are at a disadvantage compared to their wealthier counterparts who can afford private education. (United Nations, 2020) 
The problems of developing a universal education system are numerous, ranging from vast gaps in educational quality between rural and urban areas to inequalities entrenched in social variables such as money and class. (Sustainable Development Goals Report, 2022) In Brazil, this manifests itself in an education system that is regionally uneven, with performance and access in northern inner-city schools varying dramatically from those in the country's rich south. While there has been great progress in terms of educational access, there is still more work to be done. Access is significantly more problematic in the developing world as a whole. (OECD, 2021) 
To critically critique Brazil and its current education system, we must first examine the country's past. Portugal claimed Brazil upon their arrival in 1500, and it remained such until 1815, when it was elevated to the status of a kingdom in union with Portugal. During Brazil's 300-year colonial history, the territory's main economic activities were Brazil wood extraction, sugar production, and, later, gold and diamond mining. Slaves, particularly those imported from Africa, provided the majority of labour for Brazil's export industry. (Britannica, n.d.)
A number of factors have shaped Brazil's educational history, including the Portuguese crown's influence, the arrival of the royal family. Auguste Comte's "Theory of Positivism" (1830) influenced the industrial boom, and constitutional milestones that recognised and emphasised education as a human right. (Fletcher, et al, 2024) Education in Brazil stretches back to the second half of the sixteenth century, when the Jesuits arrived in 1549. The Jesuits founded the first Brazilian primary school. The Jesuits' mission was not only educational, but also religious, as they preached Christianity to the local people. For 210 years, the Jesuits managed the entire Brazilian educational system. Their primary and secondary schools were of outstanding quality, with some secondary schools also offering higher-level courses. The Jesuits established numerous missions throughout Brazil. These missions would aid the people in their escape from slavery. (Beech, and Gvirtz 2007)
King José I's minister, in 1759, the Marquis of Pombal, expelled the Jesuits from Portugal and its colonies, resulting in the first rift in Brazil's educational system. The Jesuit religious educational system established in the colony violated the Marquis' commercial goals. Pombal argued that education should serve the state, not the church. In opposition to the Jesuit system, Pombal instituted the literary subsidy, a levy on elementary and secondary education, as well as the aulas régias, which taught Latin, Greek, and rhetoric. However, Pombals innovative instructional strategies proved ineffective. (Beech, and Gvirtz 2007)
Brazilian education and culture flourished in 1808, when the Portuguese royal family fled Napoleon's onslaught and relocated the Kingdom of Portugal to the province. King João VI's educational initiatives, centred on the Portuguese Court's immediate needs, and yielded significant educational achievements. He founded a number of educational and scientific institutions, including the first public library, several technical training schools for professional growth, and the first university courses in Rio de Janeiro and Bahia. King João's educational style prioritised higher education above basic school. (Beech, and Gvirtz 2007)
Brazil's educational policy was significantly impacted by the country's independence in 1822. The Constitution of 1824 granted all residents free primary education, and the state established basic-level public schools in cities, towns, and villages. In 1834, the state decentralised the basic education system under the Additional Act. This act delegated authority over basic education legislation to the provinces, absolving the government of the responsibility to provide free education for all. (Beech, and Gvirtz 2007) During the early years of the newly formed Republic (1889), the decentralised educational model was maintained, preventing the state from taking over the development and coordination of the basic school system. The government's inaction widened the social and educational gap between the people and the wealthy elite. Because public elementary education was undervalued, only the wealthy upper classes could afford to send their children to private schools. (Beech, and Gvirtz 2007) Brazil's educational system saw substantial changes in the twentieth century. Brazilian educators, motivated by European positivist theory, (Marx, and Engels, 1948) implemented a series of reforms and laws that restored government control over elementary school administration. The first universities were formed in Rio de Janeiro (1920), Minas Gerais (1927), Porto Alegre (1934), and São Paulo (1934). São Paulo was the first "real" Brazilian institution, founded by French and German experts and based on the French system. (Beech, and Gvirtz 2007) 
A new constitution was disseminated in 1934 which included considerable improvements to the educational system. The government and the family were both deemed accountable for all citizens' elementary education. In the 1940s, the educational system was primarily concerned with professional education. Brazils’ education system at the time consisted of five years of elementary school, four years of secondary school, and three years of high school. (Beech, and Gvirtz 2007) 
During the 1950s and early 1960s, the educational system underwent major reform. This period saw the establishment of Coordination of Improvement of Higher Learning Personnel (CAPES) in 1951, the Federal Council of Education (CFE) in 1961, campaigns to eradicate adult illiteracy, and the approval of National Law 4024 in 1961. (Beech, and Gvirtz 2007)
Brazil was ruled by a military dictatorship (1964 to 1980) in an era of social and political upheaval. During this time, two key events occurred in Brazilian education history, the establishment of MOBRAL (Movimento Brasileiro de Alfabetização), or the Brazilian movement for eradicating adult illiteracy, (1970) and the approval of Law 5692, Article 22.a.( Maldonado,2020 ) This law had a considerable impact on the structure of higher education. Students could select between a general or professional curriculum as well as primary and secondary education.(Beech, and Gvirtz 2007) Despite numerous updates and revisions, the basic wording of Law 5692, Article 22.a.(Maldonado,2020) remained in force. During the same decade, the government also established the National Programme of Literacy and Citizenship in an effort to reduce Brazil's illiteracy rate by up to seventy percent. This was first started by the literacy campaign of Paulo Freire (1947) who began working with illiterate peasants and workers in Brazil's north eastern region by the early 1960s, he had organised a popular illiteracy-eradication campaign. (Bates, 2019)
A new primary school paradigm, the CIAC (Centro Integrado de Educação Popular), was developed. These CIACs were integrated centres that provided children from low-income families with education and meals. The Brazilian government in 1995 launched the provão programme to assess university students' performance. The provão test is administered during the final semester before graduation. After some modification, it has become permanent. This exam includes 18 subjects. The provão assessed about 2,700 university courses (approximately 203,000 students). (Stromquist, and Monkman, 2014.) The programme was expanded to include high school students (1997), resulting in the ENEN, National Secondary Education Examination, (Exame Nacional do Ensino Médio), which has emerged as a valuable tool for assessing secondary school pupils' performance. It gives pupils the essential qualifications to continue their academic studies or enter the work market. The SAEB (Sistema de Avaliação da Educação Básica), often known as the Evaluation System for Basic Education, is a very sophisticated method for evaluating primary school performance globally. The government's goal in measuring school and university efficiency is to control and improve educational quality throughout Brazil. (Beech, and Gvirtz 2007)
Brazil is a huge country with abundant natural resources, occupying half of South America's landmass. It has the world's largest Catholic Christian population, with over sixty one percent of the population practising the Catholic faith. Aside from that, it's a diverse country with significant economic and fiscal inequalities across its federal states. Its population consists of indigenous peoples, descendants of African slaves, and European colonists. The former Portuguese colony is home to over 150 languages, while nearly all Brazilians speak Portuguese. (WENR, 2019)
Furthermore, the lack of school facilities and resources has an impact on educational inequality in Brazil. Many Brazilian schools lack basic amenities including classrooms, desks, and adequate sanitation. This absence of infrastructure degrades the learning environment and lowers the overall quality of education for children. The shortage of trained instructors exacerbates the problem, with many schools struggling to attract and retain skilled educators. (MindBug Studio, 2013) Another key educational restriction in Brazil is high student dropout rates. According to the National Institute for Educational Studies and Research, they estimate around eleven percent of students drop out before completing their compulsory schooling. (IEA, n.d.) Poverty, inequality, and a lack of access to quality education are frequently cited as reasons for the high dropout rate. As a result, many students are unable to complete their education, leaving them with limited future opportunities. (OECD, 2021) To address these structural circumstances and limitations, the Brazilian government is looking to overhaul their educational system. Firstly by enhancing education spending. Secondly distributing fairly across schools. Thirdly by investing in facilities, resources, and teacher training, giving children equal opportunities to excel. (OECD, 2021) Fourthly efforts are to be made to address the root socio economic problems that contribute to high dropout rates. For example Rio de Janeiro and São Paulo, one-third of the population live in favelas, or slums. Poverty drives many young individuals to engage in drug-related crimes. Schools frequently close, and parents are hesitant to let their children play outside. (Actionaid, 2024) It is for this reason charities such as Actionaid work within these areas to support and improve outcomes. (Actionaid, 2024)  A rising economic power has recently helped millions of people escape poverty by creating jobs and providing social welfare. (OECD, 2021) However, as the economy expands, the wealth gap widens. The wealthiest ten percent of Brazil's population accounts for nearly half (43.5%) of the country's revenue, which when you have over 200 million people it is understandable. (Actionaid, 2024) Implementation of support programmes for children at risk can all contribute to lower dropout rates and better educational achievements.(OECD,2021) ActionAid also supports community efforts to keep children off the streets and out of drug gangs, by educating them in the slums. (Actionaid, 2024) Protecting girls from sexual exploitation is another obligation. Tens of thousands of migratory labourers visit Pernambuco state in north eastern Brazil, where prostitution is common. Poverty forces girls as young as twelve to work as prostitutes to make ends meet. ActionAid informs girls about their rights and gives them the confidence to refuse sexual exploitation through therapy and education. These empowered women are now raising awareness and inspiring their communities to find new methods to generate income. (Actionaid, 2024)
Drought brings Brazils’ climate challenges to the forefront, threatening the lives and livelihoods of entire communities. Families living in drought-prone areas require assistance in growing food, keeping animals, and protecting the environment. Installing rainwater collection tanks, teaching people how to manufacture natural fertilisers, and distributing seeds and fruit tree seedlings which all help communities build resilience in the face of drought. (United Nations, n.d.)
Brazil's educational structural conditions and limits provide substantial problems that must be addressed in order to increase general educational quality and accessibility. 
The Convention on the Rights of the Child (1989) was signed, approved by the Brazilian Congress, and ratified by the President on September 24, 1990. (CRIN, 2019) The latest projects and policies for Brazil are in a 2018 UNICEF study, in which Brazil proposed a project to develop the education system by 2021. (UNICEF, 2018) According to national priorities and the guidelines established in the UN Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs, 2015) the country focused its education projects on promoting and "facilitating the generation and knowledge exchange to identify the most excluded children and to monitor and measure the progress of actions in the fulfilment of their rights" (Brokenchalk, 2020). 
Brazil has employed the 'Theory of Change' to focus on forming partnerships between public and private groups, including civil society, the media, and the commercial sector, in order to ensure quality education access for all Brazilian children. (United Nations, n.d.)
Over ninety percent of SDG targets overlap with human rights requirements in the normative framework, and Agenda 2030 envisions a future 'of universal respect for human rights and human dignity' in which no one falls behind in development progress. (undp.org, 2023) To meet its SDG ambitions, Brazil must swiftly reassess recent policies that have raised inequality and damaged the country's ability to eradicate poverty in all forms. In 2019, over 4.5 million children aged 0 to 13 years old lived in extreme poverty. (Brazil Agenda, 2030)
In regards to the Millennium Development Goal, Brazil can be commended for achieving great advances in fact ahead of the United Nations' deadline, regarding  child mortality, prenatal quality, breastfeeding, vaccination, HIV/AIDS prevention, and reduced under-five child mortality by two-thirds.(United Nations, n.d.) In addition, the government has implemented new healthcare policies and programmes to assist indigenous peoples and other vulnerable populations living in riverfront areas, quilombolas, and rural places. Since 2003, numerous food and nutritional security measures have pulled thirty six million Brazilians out of extreme poverty. Between 2000 and 2010, the government boosted its investment in education from 3.5% to 5.6% of the GDP. (United Nations, n.d.) Despite this progress, over three million youngsters remained out of school. (United Nations, n.d.) And those who continue in school perform poorly, showing poor educational quality. Brazil ranked near the bottom of the list of 65 countries in the OECD's internationally renowned PISA assessment (Programme for International Student Assessment, 2023). 
To complete the voyage of discovery and reflect on the global perspective of education within Brazil, it is difficult not to feel as if the journey of discovery in this country is a helter skelter ride on Maslow's (1943) hierarchy of needs. Brazil looks to be prioritising physiological necessities such as food, drink, sleep, and physical health. To establish a favourable learning atmosphere and meet the basic physiological needs of students. However, with a country of its size and wealth inequality, the journey is never-ending. (Bates, 2019) 
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