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Clappers 

 

 

Picture 1: Clappers (Own Picture: 27/10/2022) 

Picture 2: Clappers right 
hand (Own Picture: 
27/10/2022) 

Picture 3: Clappers left hand 
(Own Picture: 27/10/2022) 



Basic description of Clappers 

Measurements: 39.5cm for left hand and 40cm for right hand (Earp, 2021; Keddie, 2021; 

Clarke, 2021) 

Material: Wood (unknown type, probably cedar) (Clarke, 2021) 

Has some minor damage:  

• Wood shows signs of cracking at hand end- possibly moisture damage (Earp, 2021; 
Keddie, 2021) 

• White paint- most likely recent damage (Earp, 2021) 

• Missing fingernails, which probably were attached in the original form (Earp, 2021) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Picture 4: Clapper showing cracks in the 

wood and missing fingernails (Own 
Picture: 27/10/2022) 

Picture 5: Clapper arm with white 
paint stain (Own Picture: 
27/10/2022) 



 

Research about uses and meanings of item for label 

The clappers were a percussive musical instrument (Earp, 2021; Keddie, 2021) 

Clappers could be made from wood, but also from ivory (Morris, 2017, p.285; Earp, 2021) 

The Clappers being examined, we do not know 
the exact wood, but some have argued it is cedar 
(Clarke, 2021) and therefore imported from 

somewhere like Lebanon or Asia Minor as Egypt 
got their cedar wood there (Clarke, 2021; 

Creasman, 2013, pp.152-176) 

On the whole there was some sort of decoration 
on both the ivory and the wooden Clappers 

(Keddie, 2021) 

The simplicity and lack of decoration on the pair 
we are examining leads some 
to argue that the pair of 

Clappers we are dealing with 
were owned by someone 

further down the social 
hierarchy, perhaps a local 
notable rather than a priestess 

or senior figure in Egypt 
(Keddie, 2021), unless they 

were unfinished   

 

 
 

 

 
Clappers seem to be intimately involved with the worship of the Goddess Hathor as 
evidenced by decorations of Hathor on many Clappers (Morris, 2017, p. 285-6; Earp, 2021; 
Keddie, 2021; Clarke, 2021) 

Image 1: Clapper made from Elephant 
Ivory. Source: The Petrie Museum of 
Egyptian Archaeology, 2016  

Image 2: wooden Clapper with 
ornate decoration, most likely 
of Hathor. Source: The 
Metropolitan Museum of Art, 
(2022a)  

Image 3: Ivory Clapper with 
ornate decoration. Source: 
The Metropolitan Museum 
of Art (2022b) 



Hathor was an Egyptian Goddess whose duties included birth and rebirth (Pinch, 2002, 
p.137) 

Hathor is often portrayed with cow’s horns and some people 

suggest that the shape of Clappers was influenced by this (Clarke, 
2021; Morris 2017, p.286) 

 

Hathor was seen as the 

protector of the Pharaoh in 
a roundabout way (Ellis, 

2011, p. 212-3) and 
therefore, some have 

argued that it could be used 

in ceremonies that related 
to that protection (Clarke, 

2021)  

Many believe that rituals 
involved also are a more 
general form of protection 

from the supernatural 
(Clarke, 2021; Ruiz, 2001, 

p.26, 60-1) 

 

 

Another idea is that it was some form of funerary ritual to help the deceased with their 
transition into the afterlife and rebirth (Clarke, 2021; Ruiz, 2001, p.60-1; Morris, 2017, 

p.312) 

All that is certain is that these Clappers were most likely used in some form of ceremonial 
dance in the name of the Goddess Hathor (Clarke, 2021; Keddie, 2021; Earp, 2021, Morris, 
2017, p.285) 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Image 4: Goddess 
Hathor with Pharaoh 
Seti I. Source: Louvre, 
2013 

Image 5: Clappers curved like horns. 
Source: Metropolitan Museum of Art 
(2022c) 



How to write a Label, research 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Book used to teach me how to do museum label, some of the suggestions were very useful 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This photo helped overcome writers block- necessary visual aid to help get started 

 

 

Picture 6: Clapper photo. Own Picture 27/10/2022 



Draft Label 

Final Label  



Pitch Research 

Clappers are musical instruments (Clarke, 2021; Keddie, 2021; Earp, 2021) so something to 

do with music and dance etc., seems an obvious starting point.  

As it is to do with music, an event rather than an exhibition makes sense as it seems 
somewhat dull to just have musical 

instruments in cases. 

A big problem is that the York Museum Trust 
whom we are supposed to have host the 
exhibition does not have many Egyptian 

artifacts, this is what comes up when one 
types Egypt into the collections section of the 

website and a similar lack when you look up 
musical instruments (all print screens from 
York Museum Trust collections page) 

 

This is pretty much it for the exhibits 
on Ancient Egypt and musical 

instruments in their collection on the 
website 

When exhibiting the Clappers 
(hypothetically) it would make sense to 

place it alongside the collection in a 
similar exhibit case 

 

 
 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Print screens from 
archived events pages 

of York Museum 
Trust 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

Print screens from 
archived pages of the 

York Museums Trust  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

It is clear from the York Museum Trust website that they tend to do some form of event for 
Ancient Egyptian history rather than have a full exhibition, so this seems to be the way to go. 

It is also notable that, most of these events on Egypt are linked to something else, like the 

Eboracum Roman Festival or BBC arts civilisation festival. 

My idea currently is to have some sort of live music event- using replicas of ancient 
instruments as a basis (as it is likely cheaper than transporting them from another museum 
and certainly cheaper than if you break a priceless Ancient Egyptian artifact), so people can 

get some idea of what these musical performances sounded like.  

The idea has expanded to include having some experts to provide their expertise to the event 
as well as the last of the print screens shows they have had Ancient Egypt experts to do this 

before, and it would be necessary to provide context for the uses of instruments and music in 
Ancient Egypt. 



Ancient Egyptians had many instruments such as (all from list below from Gadalla, 2004, p. 
vii-viii): 

• Harps 

• Lutes 

• Flutes  

• Pipes 
• Clarinet  

• Oboe 

• Trumpets 

• Drums  

• Tambourines 

• Cymbals  

• Clappers 

• Bells  
• Xylophone 

As the Eboracum Roman 
Festival appears to be hosted 

every year, and it is one of the 
few ancient history festivals that 

seems to be in York, perhaps 
linking it with this event would 
be useful. Yorkshire Museum 

Trust have also hosted Egypt-
based events with them before. 

This also gave me the date and 
location. (Print screens from 
Yorkshire Museum page) 

 

 

 



The only other similar festival in York is the Viking festival (print screen from the VisitYork 
website) 

There are other 

festivals outside 
York in a 

similar vein but 
appear to be 
more literary-

based, as is the 
case with this 

one from 
Sheffield (print 
screen from the 

Sheffield 
Museum 

website) 

 

There have also been 

individual lectures on 
Ancient Egyptian 
music in other parts 

of the country (print 
screen from 

Birmingham 
Egyptology website) 
but I cannot find 

anything that 
includes all of the 

different activities 
that I am suggesting 

 

 



The final decision to go with the Eboracum Roman festival is: 

 a. because it is in York,  

b. because the other sites I looked at seemed to appeal to a more limited audience and seemed 

less event based   

c. because Romans had more to do with Egypt than the Vikings (the Viking Festival being 
the other festival in York). 

The reason to go with the music idea is that there is already some precedent for this in Egypt 
itself and I thought it could be an interesting idea to go with, however while there is evidence 

of exhibitions and lectures on the music of Ancient Egypt, there does not appear to be any 
equivalent to this Malt project (described below) in the UK. This is my idea for the project 

being unique to the YMT (print screen below from al-monitor.com) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

While there are other 

events that have 
occurred that have a 

similar theme, it 
appears that the live 
interactive 

demonstration idea is 
original insofar as 

the UK is concerned 
(print screen from 
Gasworks.org.uk) 



Completed Pitch 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Social Media Post Ideas 
 

Image 6 was chosen as it is 
one of the few public 

domain pictures showing 
Ancient Egyptian music 
from a non-Pinterest source 

and is a picture of an 
original artwork as far as 

can be discovered. 

 
 

 

Image 7 was chosen as a 
public domain image 

showing Ancient Egyptian 
music and dance, it is a 

fresco from a tomb in 
Ancient Egypt, now kept in 
the British Museum  

 

 

 
 

 

 

Of course, as the main exhibit 

as discussed in the pitch it was 
necessary to add a picture of the 
Clappers as they are the exhibit 

the entire event is based around
  

 
 

 

 

Image 6: Female Musicians in Ancient Egypt. Source: Charles 

K. Wilkinson, 1922, Metropolitan Museum of Art (2022d) 

Image 7: Ancient Egyptian Women and Dancers. Source: 
British Museum  

Picture 7: image of Clappers. Own Picture 27/10/2022 



As I tend to ignore social media adverts and posters, I needed to look some up to see what 
info could be gleaned on what should be included in them  

Print screen from Eventbrite.com  

 

From this post I got a general idea of the things that needed to be included in the post:  

• The title of the event  

• Cost of admission  

• Dates and times of event  

• Place where event is being held- as well as any events it is being held in collaboration 
with, seemed a logical addition 

• A basic overview of the event- in the case of my advert it was, the lecture and the live 
music as well as the dates and times for both of them  

• I added images of Ancient Egyptian frescos and also the Clappers which are the main 
exhibit, around which the event is supposed to be based, as the advert above also had 
pictures based on what the event was doing  

In my poster I also changed the title a little bit to make it sound a bit less academic, as I felt 
that Ancient Egypt Instrument Lecture was a bit too academic and therefore I went with the 

Ancient Egypt Instruments, Live Event as it seemed to focus on the music and dance and 
made it seem less like an academic lecture and thereby hopefully would appeal to a wider 

audience. 

 

 

 

 



 

Social Media Post draft example 

 



Social Media Post Final Example 
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