Comparative analysis of 3 commercial music genres and the creative production of music tracks in each genre


Introduction

The classification of music into different genres could be based on many factors such as musical content and components e.g. harmony, melody, rhythm and their interplay in a song. Nontechnical factors abstract concepts like emotions and political viewpoints, social and ideological factors, laws and economic systems also plays a prominent role as the basis for classification.

This essay will seek to analyse 3 commercial music genres namely R&B, Afrobeats and Slow Pop Ballad by identifying unique characteristics that typify each of the genre and the application of these in the creative production of music tracks that are true to each of the genre both technically and commercially.

R&B 

1. History and evolution

Rhythm and Blues now popularly called R&B was previously classified as “Race Music” which was a term used for all Black Music, 
(Goosman SL. 2005. Group Harmony: The Black Urban Roots of Rhythm and Blues. Philadelphia: University of Pennsylvania Press.)

R&B has undergone various re-invention and evolution starting from the ’40s until the present day.
In the ’50s artists like Ray Charles and Ruth Brown were very prominent R&B artists. Soul Music evolved out of R&B in the ’60s by pushing it towards a funkier and freer stylistic interpretation. In the ’60s Motown played a prominent role in incorporating elements of popular music into R&B and by so doing expanded its reach.
In the ’60s and ’70s artists like James Brown developed funk from soul music and in the 80s and 90s, R&B became more danceable with the disco phenomenon.

R&B started incorporating elements of Hip-hop in the ’90s and by the 2010s lots of electronic influences came in to produce Modern R&B or R&B/Hip-Hop genre which now has a distinct feel that is different from the classic R&B which are more harmonically complex.  (Neal MA. 2013. Songs in the Key of Black Life)

R&B has had an extensive history of reinventing itself at the point of commercial crisis. (Producing and Mixing Hip-Hop/R&B Mike Hamilton Berklee Press Pg11, pg 35)


R&B Characteristics

1. Instrumentation

Drums, bass guitar, horns, keyboards, electric guitar, Lots of Synths, Modulated and Synthesised Sounds.


2. Balance and Mix

Well-defined and Strong Bass in the Mix

Very little in the midrange like guitars or middle-keys synth, leaving loads of room in the sound spectrum for vocals.
Texture dense texture but with very prominent lead vocal with subdued background voices, very pronounced low-end power and sub-bass frequencies with use of EQ to separate it from the Kick.

3.  Tempo
Classic R&B tempo is within 60-80bpm while Hip-hop could be within 85-115bpm. Modern day R&B/Hip-hop covers a wider range of 70bpm to 115bpm.

4. Chord Progressions
Modern day R&B Chords are generally harmonically less complex using few numbers of chords, which are used repeatedly throughout an entire with slight variations.

5. Multiple Layers of Drums

6. Sidechaining of kick to a music track


R&B  Reference Track  Another Step by Victoria Avril
1. Instrumentation:
Multiple Layered Kick, Snare and Hihat drums were used. Chimes, Electric Piano, Rhodes and strings and Bongo Drums could be heard clearly in the music
2. Song Arrangement 

The song follows a basic Intro, Verse, Chorus, Bridge Structure of 8 bars sections.

3. Harmony and Chord Progression
            
It uses a simple repeating Harmonic Rhythm and the progression is based on the diatonic scale in the Key of E Major. Sparse use of Chords and repeated progression throughout the entire music

Chord Progression is C#m---B----E/G#m---A 

4. Mix (EQ and level balance)

The Lead vocal was given prominence in the mix and background voices were pushed back in the mix. Drums and Bass were well pronounced.


5. Use of Effects

Lots of delay and reverb effects were used on the vocals, the kicks were heavily compressed and with about EQ 6dB boost which gives it low mid tone. The tail of the reverb was adjusted to fit the speed of the music.

6. Tempo is 100bpm

7. The time signature is 4/4 with a “2” feel 

In reproducing the track emphasis was on using similar instruments to capture the sound. The following Instruments were therefore used in producing the track “let's make it tonight”.
1. Layered Kick Drums
2. Layered Hi-hat
3. Layered Snares, Big Snares
4. Open Hi-hat
5. Ride
6. Cymbals
7. Bongo Drums
8. Crash
9. Electric 
10. Rhodes
11.  Layered Pads
12.  Reverse Cymbals
13.  Strings Spiccato
14.  Strings
15.  Synth
16.  Chimes
17.  Piano
18. Bass Guitar
19. Vocal adlibs and Riffs
The harmonic rhythm and chord frequency are similar to the reference track but slight changes were made to the chords at the chorus to create more interest as the energy climaxes.
The song structure follows has a pre-chorus and lots of delay and reverb effects were used as the reference track. The drums were well compressed to make them punchier and cut through the mix. Lead vocal compression was at a fairly high threshold and with about 3db gain reduction. 

Musical genre identification and differentiation of rock, R&B/hip-hop, and Christian songs through harmonic analysis by Nolan Andrew Foxworth, p 30


Afrobeats
Afrobeats origin and evolution it traceable to the Afrobeat of the 70s which was made popular by Fela Anikulapo Kuti. The afrobeat itself a hybrid of West Africa Yoruba music, Jazz and Funk.
Afrobeats is a fusion of African Music and Hip-hop music relying on the Traditional African Bell and Clave rhythms to keep the groove on a timeline. It is mainly an interaction of short fragments of rhythms. (An Analysis of Common Songwriting and Production Practices in 2014-2015 Billboard Hot 100 Songs David T. Tough Belmont University)

Afrobeats Reference Track Assurance by Davido
The instrumentation consists of 808 Drums, Synths Bass, Multiple layers of Clap and Snares, Synth Lead, Vocal samples, Cymbals.


Song Arrangement

The song arrangement follows an intro Verse Chorus, Post Chorus and Bridge but also ends with a slight variation of the intro. Short fragments of rhythmic riffs were employed and assigned to various instruments including vocals to create a fairly complex rhythmic interplay.

Mix (EQ and level balance)
The Vocal is prominent but not as distant as the R&B reference track.  The Bass is equally not as pronounced.  The Drums plays a supporting role not overpowering but has enough presence.

2. Use of Effects - stereo delay, reverbs and compressions used on both drums and vocals, and auto-tune pitch shifting correction also used on the vocals.


3. The tempo of the Afrobeat reference track is 105bpm

4. The time signature is 4/4


Production of Afrobeat Track Ariana
1. Instrumentation:
 Synths Bass. Electric Bass. Synth Bass,  808 Drums Kick, Claps, Percussion, Cymbals. Clave. Jazz Guitar. Synth Lead. Orchestra Hit-dry Snare and Claps Afro vibes 2 rhythmic archetypes, 808 Kick, Light panning of instruments

2. Arrangement
The song arrangement follows an intro, verse, pre-chorus, chorus, drop, ending sections of 8 bars each.
Mix EQ/Level balance
The Vocals were given more prominence and boosted, High pass filter used to remove unwanted noise was and a 4dB cut in the 325-250Hz range and a boost in the 8-10 KHz range. Volume automation used to heighten the energy level at the chorus at which point the texture becomes denser.

3. Effects
Reverb and delay effects used on Vocals, Lead vocals were double-tracked with little compression and pitch corrected with Melodyne and Autotune. Snares and toms were compressed with a high ratio and a little reverb was added on the bass drum before it was compressed.






                      Slow Pop Ballad
             Reference Track Hello Adele

1. Instrumentation
Instrumentation is mainly Piano and strings with Drums Support.
2. Arrangement
The arrangement follows the strophic Verse, Chorus format with a bridge section.
3. Mix/EQ
Soft timbre of instruments used to provide support for the vocal and strings were used for emotional effect. The song generally builds as it progresses with increasing intensity
4. Effects
Delay and Reverb effects used on the Vocals, which is very compact, Lead vocal compressed with a fairly high ratio.
Tempo is 70bpm
Time Signature is Common time 4/4
Harmony Chords
The Chord progression is simple with sustained Chords and very slow 

Production of Slow Pop Ballad Track Girl Next Door
The Pop Ballad focuses more on love, relationship and heartbreaks and is very emotional. The track was produced using lush strings to support the Vocals and with predictable harmonic rhythms and single Chord by Bar with connecting passing notes. The piano plays in a typical piano style format and less use of block chords. (An Analysis of Common Songwriting and Production Practices in 2014-2015 Billboard Hot 100 Songs David T. Tough Belmont University)



1. Effects
 The vocals were double-tracked with Long reverb splash was used on sibilant layers of room and birth plate reverbs were used by adjusting the reflection tails to suit the music. The vocals were compressed with a low ratio of 2:1.

2. Instrumentation
Piano, Strings, Cello, Percussion, Drums and Bass Guitar, Vocals
3. Arrangement
The structure follows a Verse, Pre Chorus, Chorus, and Structure. 
4. Mix/EQ
High pass filter was used to roll off 60Hz and a cut was made in the 2.5KHz to the 4KHz range. The Lead vocal was placed right in the front of the mix. Panning was done also to create room for the lead vocal in the mix. Volume automation used to keep the emotional contour of the song

Conclusion
[bookmark: _GoBack]The classification of music into genres can be based on many factors but the interplay of the various music components and production techniques helps in establishing unique characteristics that distinguishes each genre. Socio-cultural factors and economic influences as determined by the target market also has a great influence in shaping production demands. The 3 tracks produced were representative of each of the 3 genre under analysis.
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In classic R&B, there is a straight up stacking of vocal harmonies, which writer-musician Stuart Goosman says reminds him of the urban environments of Baltimore and Washington DC where the music got its start.
· Goosman SL. 2005. Group Harmony: The Black Urban Roots of Rhythm and Blues. Philadelphia: University of Pennsylvania Press.
Neal MA. 2013. Songs in the Key of Black Life: A Rhythm and a sound that breaks with traditional R&B by including influences from electronic, ambient and alternative indie music, as well as dubstep and some hip-hop
This new development music is spurred both by fans’ demand for change and by the artists themselves.
Early 2010s artists such as Kelly Rowland, Ne-Yo, Usher, and Chris Brown began embracing new electronic influences while still keeping R&B's original feel.

Typical instruments that used in R&B are drums, bass, guitar, horns, keyboards, electric guitar.  All R&B songs are melodic with a steady, semi-predictable beat that uses a bass track that stands out from the other instruments.
Some upbeat R&B songs must have a melody that is catchy and danceable. Some slower R&B songs have a melody with a groove that makes it possible for two people to dance slowly. Most R&B songs are about with love, sex and relationships lyrically.
The R&B music genre is very big, has a lot of different elements, but the contemporary R&B music is simpler than the old style R&B. The modern R&B songs mainly focus on the vocal and add some simple, basic elements at the background. 

drum machine-backed rhythms 









