Activity 1

Discuss with a partner:
· How do you usually decide when to end/start a paragraph?
· Do you know any tips or tricks for how to structure a paragraph when writing?
·  
·  
·  
·  
·  

Activity 2

A suggested structure for paragraphs is the TEEL structure. Based off of the class discussion just now, what do you think TEEL stands for?
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Activity 3

Read the following paragraph and then discuss with a partner which part is T, E, E, L and why?Academic style is the style of writing used in educational settings, like schools and universities. In academic writing, it is important to follow certain rules and conventions to communicate ideas effectively. This includes using formal language, providing evidence to support arguments, and citing sources properly. For example, academic papers often use third-person perspective and avoid contractions like "don't" or "can't." Additionally, they include citations for any information or ideas taken from other sources to avoid plagiarism. Therefore, understanding and using academic style is essential for students to succeed in their studies and communicate their ideas clearly and professionally. Topic sentence? Explanation? Evidence? Linking sentence?






































Activity 4: 

Read the following two examples of TEEL paragraphs. Discuss with a partner which paragraph you think is the better example of TEEL? Why? Write down at least 3 reasons why you believe the paragraph is better, with examples from the text.


Paragraph B:
Academic skills are important. These skills enable individuals to grasp and comprehend new concepts effectively. Reading and writing skills, for instance, are crucial for completing assignments. Lecturers also play a key role in guiding students through their studies [1]. Student unions and student reps can be very important for helping students understand what the university offers, while workshops outside of class also help students reach their academic goals. Students who attend workshops outside of class hours are often proven to achieve higher grades than those who simply attend class [2]. Organization is also a key factor, such as maintaining a tidy workspace. Therefore, academic skills play a pivotal role in various aspects of learning and development, like following a recipe to bake a cake.

Paragraph A:
Academic skills are crucial for success at university. These skills, including effective writing, paraphrasing, and referencing, are essential for understanding complex course materials and articulating one's ideas clearly in assignments. Research by Johnson [1] demonstrated that students who mastered academic skills like paraphrasing and referencing consistently achieved higher grades and demonstrated deeper understanding of course materials compared to their peers, as they gain and demonstrate a deeper understanding of texts through use of these skills. Moreover, strong academic skills support effective time management and organization, allowing students to balance their academic workload with extracurricular activities and personal commitments [2]. Therefore, developing academic skills are essential for navigating the challenges of university education, empowering students to succeed academically and beyond.


















Activity 5:

However, at Level 7, it is not enough to just provide a simple explanation with some evidence. Students must also make an attempt to interpret the evidence themselves, to show critical engagement with the text (you just learnt this with the criticality worksheet!). Therefore, TEEL becomes TEEIL. This is very similar to CEI, it just includes a couple more steps to make sure your paragraphs are well structured.

Interpretation (before or combined with Linking/Concluding Sentence): This section is where the writer evaluates the evidence and explains why the information is important and how it supports their overall thesis.

-Sometimes this interpretation can be combined with the concluding sentence

In the paragraph below, find the student’s attempt to interpret the evidence. 
Paragraph C
An important benefit of studying abroad is the opportunity to mix with people from other cultures and, as a result, learn different perspectives on life. This can be difficult if international students are not able to integrate with other groups of students.​ According to a survey of 1,000 overseas students studying at leading UK universities [2], 62% of respondents said that they did not have a close UK friend and 49% reported that they did not feel that they had learned much of UK culture apart from how to do perform basic tasks such as where best to shop and what public transport to take to a given destination. Of the 62% that said they did not a have a close U.K. friend, just over half felt that the reason for this was a lack of opportunity to meet people outside their nationality group [2]. From the above evidence it can be seen that the failure to help international students to integrate results in them not enjoying one of the most important benefits of studying abroad.  The fact that many students cite that they have few chances to meet other students suggests that this is something that universities could address in their social programme and this will be discussed in more detail below.
 

Activity 6:

Of the below 3 paragraphs, which has a strong interpretation? Why do you think so? Which has a weak one? Why do you think so? Finally, one has no attempt to interpret. Which one and why? 

A)  A study by Patel  [3] surveyed 2,000 teenagers and found that those who spent more than three hours per day on social media reported higher levels of anxiety and depression compared to those who spent less time online. The researchers also found that 68% of respondents felt pressure to present a perfect version of their lives on social media, and 54% said that comparing themselves to others online negatively affected their self-esteem.

WHY:

B) A study by Patel  [3] found that teenagers who spent more than three hours per day on social media reported higher levels of anxiety and depression. While this suggests a link between heavy social media use and mental health struggles, it does not necessarily mean that social media directly causes these issues. Other factors, such as offline social pressures or pre-existing mental health conditions, could also contribute. However, the finding that 68% of teens feel pressured to present a perfect image online suggests that unrealistic social comparisons may play a significant role in their well-being. This indicates that social media platforms and educators could do more to promote digital literacy and healthy online habits among teenagers.

WHY:


C) A study by Patel [3] found that teenagers who spent more than three hours per day on social media reported higher levels of anxiety and depression. This proves that social media is the main cause of mental health issues in young people. Since most teens feel pressure to present a perfect image online, it is clear that they are overly obsessed with social media and should just stop using it to improve their mental health.

WHY:


Activity 7:

With a partner, what interpretation could you add to this paragraph?
Paragraph D
Many students at university have different motivations that drive both their academic and extracurricular activities. For instance, some students are deeply interested in their subjects and have a strong desire to learn more. These students are motivated by their passion for knowledge and academic excellence. On the other hand, others are driven by future job prospects, seeing their studies as a critical step towards a successful career. Additionally, involvement in clubs and sports can be motivated by social reasons, as students seek to build friendships and engage in campus life. Finally, the support of friends and family is crucial in maintaining motivation, because motivation can often change overtime. Interpretation/Concluding sentence here:
















Activity 7:

Write a paragraph of your own which follows the TEEIL structure about motivation in higher education. Use parts of the data below in your paragraph and make sure to include an interpretation of the data!


Excerpt you can use in your own paragraph:

Motivation is a key factor in student achievement at university, influencing both academic performance and persistence. A study by Schunk and DiBenedetto [1] found that students with high intrinsic motivation were 27% more likely to complete their degree programs compared to those who relied primarily on extrinsic motivation. Similarly, Deci and Ryan’s [2] Self-Determination Theory highlights the importance of autonomy, competence, and relatedness in fostering long-term motivation. Despite this, research by Kember et al. [3] suggests that nearly 40% of students struggle with maintaining motivation due to external pressures such as financial stress and academic workload. Furthermore, a large-scale survey by the Higher Education Academy [4] reported that students who felt supported by their lecturers and peers were twice as likely to remain engaged in their studies.

























