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A project looking at academic’s perceptions of reasons for conflict in the Middle East 

[bookmark: _Toc2015042145]Abstract


[bookmark: _Toc1001400340]Introduction
The Middle East is a historic and religious region. It includes the bedrock of Abrahamic religion, the city of Jerusalem, which is the historical heart of Judaism, Christianity and Islam. It is situated in the Southwest of Asia and into parts of North Africa. As of 2010, there were 371 million inhabitants. The region has been called the “Crossroads of the world” because of its geographical location, as it connects Europe, Asia and Africa to one another. The crossroads include Syria, Turkey, Iran and Iraq. The Middle East as a region also includes countries such as Kuwait, Bahrain, Qatar, The United Arab Emirates, Oman, Yemen Saudi Arabia, Jordan.  These countries lie upon a tectonic plate which separated from Africa over 25 million years ago. This is called the Arabian Plate[footnoteRef:24579].  Over millions of years the earth caused the ocean to dry out and layers to form on top of the former ocean, which then compressed its organic remains and lies underneath the vast deserts of the region. These remains are harvested as a fossil fuel called crude oil. Over a quarter of the words oil is produced in the Middle East[footnoteRef:31102]  [24579:  https://africa-arabia-plate.weebly.com/arabian-plate.html]  [31102:  https://www.statista.com/topics/6508/middle-east-oil-industry/#topicHeader__wrapper] 

There have been many conflicts in the Middle East. Discussions on these can be found in the secondary research section of this study. For this research project, the definition of conflict is as an active disagreement between people with opposing opinions or principles[footnoteRef:27939]. Although for this research project the definition of conflict will be internal and external fighting within the region in the time of between the 20th Century and the present day as this was the period where countries began their imperialistic interests in the region and that have carried on throughout the last 120 years.  [image: ]As seen in this graph the amount of oil imported to the United States increased and peaked at the same time as the invasion of Iraq. And since then, the importation has nearly halved and have seen America since move away from dependance on the Middle East for oil and started to look at closer countries and regions, hence the increase in importation of oil from Canada. This shows that America might have learned a lesson on dependency on far away countries which don’t exactly line up with their ideology of their own, a lesson that is very important.  [27939:  https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/conflict] 

· “We are independent, and we do not need Middle East oil,” 
President Donald J. Trump, 2020[footnoteRef:9987] [9987:  Trump overstates America's energy independence from the Middle East | CNN Business] 

[bookmark: _Int_EVo7PCBJ]One that European countries are learning as of right now regarding the developing situation in the Ukraine, where we see European countries, especially Germany, who are facing major economic instability[footnoteRef:2487] due to the sanctions placed on Russia.  [2487:  https://www.reuters.com/business/energy/germany-faces-5-bln-euros-year-hit-russian-gas-sanctions-newspaper-2022-06-05/] 

The rise of ISIS, and other terror groups, why do they exist? What formed their ideas? Who formed their ideas? How many of these answers lead back to foreign powers intervening? All these questions deeply fascinate me, and I aim to evaluate these questions effectively in this project.


[bookmark: _Toc1793545115]Research Methods

The methods used in this project included primary and secondary research and collection of data. Secondary research[footnoteRef:13093] is primarily desk-based research which looks at retrieving accurate reliable information around the topic of the Middle East. It is important to use reputable secondary sources which include research, policy and historical documents[footnoteRef:22986].  Secondary research allows for a broad understanding of a chosen subject that is accessible to most people.  [13093:  Secondary Research: Definition, Methods, & Examples (qualtrics.com)#
]  [22986:  An-Assessment-of-the-Reliability-of-Secondary-Data-in-Management-Science-Research.pdf (eajournals.org)
] 

The study will also use primary research methods. Primary research is defined as original research carried out by a researcher to find out about their chosen interest. The methods used in primary research could be interviews, surveys, experiments and observations[footnoteRef:21235]. This project will use an online survey questionnaire aimed at academics who are interested in the Middle East to get more specific understanding of their views.  This will be discussed in detail later in this study. [21235:  https://research.com/research/primary-research-vs-secondary-research
] 

The format of this research project will consider both primary and secondary research data and organize them under the aims and objectives of the study featured below. Data means the information gathered for the research project.


[bookmark: _Toc757284440]Aims and objectives

The Aim of the research project is to understand how academics perceive the war in the Middle East and America’s influence on conflict in the region. This will be done by looking at primary and secondary research.

Aim A - Explore how much of the trouble in the Middle East is caused by foreign interventions and decisions by using primary and secondary research
Objectives:
A1) Explore how the Middle East was divided by foreign powers after the world wars
A2) Research the correlation of third parties intervening in civil wars located in oil rich countries.
A3) Consider whether American foreign policy destabilized the region

B) Consider how much of the trouble in the Middle East is caused by territories and countries located within the region by using primary and secondary research.
B1) Research into the effect of Wahhabism in the region
B2) Consider how the regional rivalry between Saudi Arabia and Iran effects the region?
B3) Consider how the Israeli-Palestinian conflict effects the region.

 C) Explore America’s involvement in the Middle East concentrating on how much of it has to do with control over the oil supplies.
C1) Consider American influence in resisting the spread of Communism brought by the Soviet Union.
C2) Evaluate whether the American intervention in the middle east based on control of the oil supplies of the region?

[bookmark: _Toc558645284]Hypothesis. 

A hypothesis is an assumption made before primary research is conducted that allows for a starting point to a research study[footnoteRef:14956]. The hypothesis for this research project is: [14956:  https://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/hypothesis] 

Academics will believe America played a significant role in the crises in the Middle East.
The hypothesis will be considered at the end of the project as part of the discussion section.


[bookmark: _Toc1559662479]Secondary Research Methods

This section looks at the secondary research and is evaluated by using the CRAAP test.  CRAAP is an acronym for Currency, Relevance, Authority, Accuracy, and Purpose[footnoteRef:9822]. It will then move on to look at what is said by these sources. [9822:  https://researchguides.ben.edu/source-evaluation] 



[bookmark: _Toc918034406]Aim A: Explore how much of the trouble in the Middle East is caused by foreign interventions and decisions

A1
A century on: Why Arabs resent Sykes-Picot – Al Jazeera
Al Jazeera will provide important information on this topic, especially focusing on the effect the two countries and their rivalry have on the region. Al Jazeera is a news outlet that focuses on worldwide issues with a specific focus on the Middle East which is important due to the location that this objective focuses on. This article in particular has no definitive author listed, but is dated to the 27th of July 2016, this is a weakness due to the age of the article because many things of importance has happened within the Middle East since then such as the murder of the journalist Jamal Khashoggi, on the other hand the date doesn’t play an important role for the importance of the article as it presents local opinion on the Sykes-Picot agreement, and the immediate and long-term effect it had on the region. It is important to note that Al Jazeera is owned by the State of Qatar, this could mean that Al-Jazeera could push stories and biases that satisfy the Qatari political agenda. Using the tool Media Fact Check I discovered that Al-Jazeera leans towards a left-wing bias but is not extreme and remains relatively central and unbiased, this is a strength as this typically means that the reporting will either consider both sides of the political spectrum or it only uses reliable facts. Below is an infographic which visualizes where on the political spectrum Al Jazeera tends to lie.[image: ]
How the Curse of Sykes-Picot Still Haunts the Middle East – The New Yorker
This article by the New Yorker focuses on the effects off the Sykes-Picot agreement, how it has changed the Middle East and the consequences of it, which is useful. The article is written by Robin Wright who has extensive reporting on international relations, especially in the Middle East. She has published many books on the Middle East and the Islamic world such as “The Last Great Revolution: Turmoil and Transformation in Iran,” and “Sacred Rage: The Wrath of Militant Islam,” this shows that she has widespread knowledge on the Middle East, this proves strength behind the validity of the paper and provides confidence that the article will not be misleading. The paper was published on April the 30th, 2016, this is one of the only weaknesses I believe this article contains, due to the fact that many things have happened in the Middle East since April 2016, for example Turkish Coup attempt in June of that year. Another weakness I believe that this article has is the bias that The New Yorker has, as seen below on this infographic provided by Media Fact Check[footnoteRef:11168] that shows The New Yorker has a significant left leaning bias, this is the other weakness I believe to exist through using the New Yorker because the article chosen may not take into account or allow itself to insert unbiased or maybe even right wing views and facts. [11168:  https://mediabiasfactcheck.com/new-yorker/] 

[image: ]
Sykes-Picot Agreement - Britannica
This website by Brittanica provides an in-depth comprehensive understanding of the Sykes-Picot agreement by providing information about the background behind the agreement, its provisions, the impact and the legacy left behind by the agreement. The website was created by The Editors of Encyclopedia Britannica, with no exact names given. The Editors of Encyclopedia Brittanica contain a long list of experts in specific fields, for example, there is Adam Zeidan who covers a range of topics related primarily to the Middle East and North Africa. This I consider a strength of Britannica because by having experts in a wide range of fields increases the reliability of the encyclopedia. The original date of the article being published in the online encyclopedia was 2008, although since then the article has endured multiple additions and updates up to 2022, which adds strength to the validity of this source, enabling the article to be updated it allows for the facts to stay up to date and relevant to the current political space.
A2
Fueling Conflict: The Role of Oil in Foreign Interventions
This article was written by Vincenzo Bove, a researcher and Professor of Political Science at Warwick University, this is a strength of the article because of the author’s background and expertise in the political field, it will increase the validity of the paper. It was co-authored by Petros Sekeris an Associate Professor in Economics-Finance at Toulouse Business School, although he doesn’t teach or study politics directly the link between economics and the topic discussed which is oil is strong as there is an economic incentive behind controlling and securing the oil supply. The article discusses the pairs study called “Oil above water” its findings and the next question that follows the study, this is a particular strength because it analyses and summarises it’s study which I will also use in this objective.
“Oil Above Water” Economic independence and Third-Party Intervention
This study by Vincenzo Bove and Petros Sekeris explores how economic conditions shape the incentives for third parties to intervene in on-going internal wars and attempts to draw correlation between third party intervention in a civil war and amount of oil within the country/territory. This is a strength because I can use this source throughout this project due to its close connection to many of my aims and objectives. The two authors bring more strength to the source's validity and reliability because of the author’s background and expertise in the political and economic field as discussed above. The research conducted by the two was published in the Journal of Conflict Resolution, this journal has existed since 1957 and was created in the University of Michigan, this means that the articles published will have been extensively peer-reviewed and therefore will increase the validity of the article.  
A3
U.S. Embassy & Consulates in Saudi Arabia
The US Embassy in Saudi Arabia’s website includes many key facts about the two’s relationship and will be key to understanding how American foreign policy destabilized the region. The website gives a summary of the two countries relationship, of their shared interests and provides additional resources which will be used if necessary. Due to the website being derived from the US Government, it is important to consider the possibility of bias towards the US’ Policy agenda on the Middle East, although due to the factual nature of this website there shouldn’t be much of this bias if none at all. Due to the website being one of the US Government the information within should be valid and reliable because it talks about the history of US – Saudi relations. 
Evidence of Financial Links Between Saudi Royal Family and Al Qaeda
This document is an internal top-secret document from the Treasury Department, which investigated and concluded that the Saudi royal family used charities to fund terror groups such as Al-Quaeda. The document is useful because it proves, financial links between the Saudi Royal Family and terror groups, which proves that America is not the only nation responsible for destabilizing the Middle East. The document was published to the New York Times in 2009. Although the document was published in 2009, the value of it does not decrease, because it presents an investigation with a conclusion that does not change with the passage of time. And the validity of the document does not change because the New York Times published it because the newspaper did not write or investigate the situation. The Treasury Department is a branch of the US government and therefore the contents of the document will be valid, although, it should be considered the possibility of bias and untruth towards the US’ Political agenda on the Middle East.
The Dangers of Idealism: How America Destabilized the Middle East
BigThink.com is generally considered to be a reliable source of information. It features articles and videos by experts, academics, and thought leaders on a variety of topics. However, as with any source, it's always a good idea to evaluate the information presented on the website critically and consider the credibility of the author, the sources cited, and the accuracy and objectivity of the information. The author, William Ruger, is listed as Vice President of Research and Policy at the Charles Koch Institute. This information provides some credibility to his expertise on the topic. The article provides facts that are backed up with evidence, therefore the article is accurate. The author presents his perspective on the topic, which may be subjective. It's important to consider the author's potential biases when evaluating the objectivity of the information. The article was published in 2021, so the information is recent. Based on these factors, it can be concluded that the article "William Ruger: How America destabilized the Middle East" on BigThink.com is a credible source of information, however, it should be evaluated critically and in conjunction with additional sources to ensure the accuracy and objectivity of the information presented. MediaFactCheck believes that the website BigThink.com is a least-biased source of information, and therefore have listed it in the middle of the political bias spectrum, as seen below.
[image: ]
MediaFactCheck rates BigThink.com High for factual reporting due to proper sourcing of information and a clean fact-check record.[footnoteRef:12260]  [12260:  https://mediabiasfactcheck.com/big-think/] 

[image: ]
[bookmark: _Toc1351520799]Aim B: Consider how much of the trouble in the Middle East is caused by territories and countries located within the region

B1 
Dictionary.com - Wahhabi 
Dictionary.com is a reliable and trustworthy website for definitions and word meanings. The definition provided for "Wahhabi" appears to be accurate and informative. Dictionary.com is a well-established and reliable online dictionary resource, offering definitions, synonyms, and other word information for a wide range of terms and concepts. However, it's important to keep in mind that not all information found on the internet is 100% accurate, so it's important to fact-check information against multiple sources. Using Dictionary.com to find an explanation of a word can be useful because it’s simple, easy to understand and often an example of the word is given for context.
Wahhabism is it a factor in the spread of global terrorism? - NPS – Michael R. Dillon
This is a thesis paper written by a student at the Naval Postgraduate School. NPS describes itself as “a defence-focused graduate university” this proves that the source is valuable because it will bring expertise to the study of the spread of Wahhabism. The specialization of the University of defence will help bring validity towards the conclusion. Thesis papers are usually written as a requirement for a master's or PhD degree and are reviewed by a committee of experts in the field. The validity of the information in the thesis will depend on a variety of factors, including the author's research methods, the quality of the sources used, and the accuracy of the data and analysis. The fact that the thesis has passed a review process by experts in the field suggests that the information is likely to be credible. However, it is always important to critically evaluate any information, regardless of its source, and to consult additional sources when evaluating complex or controversial topics. In general, academic research is considered to be a credible source of information, and thesis papers are likely to be well-researched and of high quality. However, it is important to keep in mind that the validity of any particular thesis will depend on a variety of factors, including the author's methodology, the quality of their sources, and the accuracy of their analysis. 
The Islamic Traditions of Wahhabism and Salafiyya - EveryCRSReport.com
This website is a repository of Congressional Research Service (CRS) reports, which are produced by the research arm of the Library of Congress. The CRS provides research and analysis to support the work of Congress, and its reports are considered to be credible and authoritative sources of information. In general, the validity of the information in a CRS report is likely to be high, as the CRS is staffed by subject matter experts who use rigorous research methods and are held to high standards of quality and impartiality. CRS reports are also peer-reviewed and edited prior to release, further ensuring the validity of the information they contain.  It is always important to critically evaluate any information, regardless of its source, and to consult additional sources when evaluating complex or controversial topics. However, in general, CRS reports are highly credible sources of information and can be relied upon for accurate and impartial information on a wide range of policy issues.
B2 
Saudi Arabia Moves Toward Eventual Ties With Israel - WSJ
The Wall Street Journal (WSJ) is generally considered to be a highly credited news source, known for its accurate and in-depth reporting. It's important to assess each article individually and consider the author's background, potential biases, and as well as the sources they have used, before accepting its information as fact. The author, Dion Nissenbaum, is a journalist who has worked for several well-known news organizations, including the Wall Street Journal and the Philadelphia Inquirer. The reliability of a journalist can be determined by their track record of producing accurate and balanced reporting, as well as their reputation within the industry. However, like all journalists, Nissenbaum may have personal biases or perspectives that can influence their writing. It's important to critically evaluate each article they write and cross-check the information with other sources before accepting it as fact. In general, Nissenbaum is considered a credible journalist. The article was published on June the sixth, 2022, therefore the information and facts within the article will be up to date. MediaBiasFactCheck estimates that the Wall Street Journal is a right-center publication.[footnoteRef:11216] This is a weakness of the article due to the possibility that the information and opinion will be leaning right.  [11216:  https://mediabiasfactcheck.com/wall-street-journal/] 

[image: ]
The Saudi/Russia Oil Price War: Historic Blunder #1 - Forbes
Forbes is a widely recognized and influential publication, known for its business and financial reporting, this is a strength due to the economic aspect of this objective. The author is George Calhoun, a scholar and author who has written articles on economics and politics for Forbes, among other publications, this gives the author credibility as he has written for other publications and Calhoun gives the article strength due to his background in writing articles and politics. The article was published on June the third 2020, this means that some of the facts may be out of date, although the article specifically talks about one event so the facts on how the oil price war began and what happened during it will be accurate, the consequences, on the other hand may be inaccurate due to the passing of time. MediaBiasFactCheck believes Forbes to be a center-right publication, as seen on the infographic below[endnoteRef:23490], this means that it is important to be aware of biases toward right-wing ideas and narratives.  [23490:  https://mediabiasfactcheck.com/forbes/] 

[image: ]
B3
Palestinian Rockets in May Killed Civilians in Israel – Human Rights Watch
Human Rights Watch (HRW) is a reputable and well-respected international human rights organization. Their website is a reliable source of information and analysis on human rights issues around the world. the article is a well-researched and detailed analysis of the human rights situation in the Israel-Gaza conflict. The article highlights the harm to civilians on both sides of the conflict and provides recommendations for how the Israeli and Palestinian authorities can better protect the rights and safety of civilians. It's important to note that HRW is an advocacy organization, and its reports may reflect a particular perspective on human rights issues. However, HRW is widely respected for its thorough research and its commitment to impartial and accurate reporting on human rights issues. The article itself was published on the 12th of August 2021, which is a weakness of the article due to the fast pace that the Israel – Gaza conflict moves and so it could render some facts out of date. MediaBiasFactCheck estimates that Human Rights Watch has a slight bias to the left wing based on advocacy on policies that are favored by the left, the infographic is below. 
[image: ]
Access to Natural Resources by Palestinians, Syrians Should Not Be Denied, Delegates Tell Second Committee
ReliefWeb is a valid source for humanitarian news and analysis and is operated by the United Nations Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA). The article appears to be well-researched and provides detailed information on the issue of access to natural resources for Palestinians and Syrians. The article is a press release from the UN General Assembly, United Nations General Assembly press releases are official statements issued by the United Nations General Assembly (UNGA) to communicate key decisions and actions taken by the Assembly. As an official source of information from the UNGA, these press releases are generally considered to be reliable and accurate. However, it's important to note that the UNGA is a political body, and its press releases may reflect a particular political perspective or agenda. In order to get a well-rounded understanding of a particular issue, it may be useful to consider other sources of information as well. In general, UN General Assembly press releases are a credible and trustworthy source of information on the actions and decisions of the Assembly.
[bookmark: _Toc1472912508]Aim C: Explore America’s involvement in the Middle East concentrating on how much of it has to do with control over the oil supplies

C1
The Red Scare – History.com
This article from History.com will be useful because the website is a well-known and widely used online resource for information on historical topics, including containment. The website is operated by A&E Television Networks and is a credible source of information for those interested in learning about historical events. However, it’s important to remember that like all historical sources, the information presented on the website may be influenced by the author's perspective, personal bias, or interpretation of the events being described. Additionally, as with any online source, it's always a good idea to cross-check information with multiple sources to get a well-rounded understanding of a particular event or issue. The article was authored by the History.com editors, this is a long list of historians that vary on a wide range of specific times in history, this adds to the validity and usefulness of the article as it will bring a professional perspective on the matter. The original publishing date for this website was June the first 2010 but has since been updated multiple times and the last update was on February the 28th 2020, this increases the reliability of the article as it has been reviewed and updated to keep the facts and historical accuracy up to date.
CIA admits role in the 1953 Iranian coup – The Guardian
To further understand the level of American involvement in the efforts to resist the spread of Communism in the Middle East brought upon by the USSR, this article by the Guardian breaking the story of CIA involvement in the 1953 Iranian Coup will deliver reliable information on the topic. The article "CIA admits role in 1953 Iranian coup" was published in The Guardian in 2013, this would be considered a weakness to its usefulness, but the article is dissecting the CIAs admission to meddling in the Iranian coup. It discusses the CIA's admission of its involvement in the 1953 coup in Iran that overthrew Prime Minister Mohammad Mossadegh and reinstalled the Shah as the country's ruler. The CIA's role in the coup has long been suspected but not officially confirmed until this admission. MediaBiasFactCheck estimates The Guardian to be left-center, although not extreme bias, it does not  impact the reliability of the article because it focuses on the CIA’s admission of interfering with the Iranian Coup and there shouldn’t be any misleading content as it is discussing an event. 

[image: ]
C2
Does the United States Still Need Middle East Oil? - The Heritage Foundation
To advance knowledge on the theory of American intervention within the Middle East and how much of it had to do with the control of oil supplies in the region the article by The Heritage Foundation will be of particular use. The article is titled “Does the United States Still Need Middle East Oil?” and is authored by a Man named Nicolas Loris, who is described on the website as “an economist who focused on energy, environmental, and regulatory issues as the Herbert and Joyce Morgan fellow.” This is a particular strength due to his focus on energy, especially as the focus of this objective is focused on the control of oil. It is important to note that in the description of Loris by the article, there is no mention of focus or expertise of geopolitics, this is a weakness due to the political nature of the topic. The publishing date is January the seventeenth, this is only two years ago but in the world of politics it is a long time ago as a lot of stuff can change and go out of date very quickly, this can be seen as another weakness, but this article contains multiple quotations from experts within the article. Through using the tool Media Fact Check[footnoteRef:10296] I was able to understand and evaluate the political biases and background, I discovered that The Heritage Foundation is a think tank that played a leading role within the conservative Presidency of Ronald Reagan. This means that the article should contain right wing ideas and opinions, this is another weakness that the article contains, as the bias towards conservative ideas will affect the validity of the paper. Below is a infographic which shows where on the political spectrum The Heritage Foundation lies, and as seen, it is nearing the extreme side of the right wing. It is important to take this into account and to keep an open mind for the possibility of right-wing biases. To combat this weakness, I will search for other sources that fall on the left side of the political spectrum and also attempt to find a central unbiased source. [10296:  Heritage Foundation - Media Bias/Fact Check (mediabiasfactcheck.com)
] 

[image: ]

US GENERAL MIDDLE EAST INTERESTS & POLICY PRIORITIES - Middle East Institute
To understand American interests in the region the Middle East Institute (MEI) will be useful.  MEI is a non-partisan think tank based in Washington, D.C. that conducts research and analysis on the Middle East. It is widely regarded as a credible source of information on the region, but as with any think tank, the reliability of its research and analysis can depend on the expertise and biases of its scholars and authors. The paper summarizes the situation regarding US interests within the Middle East and provides policy recommendations. This shows expertise on the matter, which I expect from MEI. The article is useful to answering the objective as it provides reasons for the US actions within the region. 

[bookmark: _Toc602440926]Aim 1 = How much of the trouble in the Middle East is caused by foreign interventions and decisions?


Objective A1 = The way that it was divided by foreign powers after the world wars
The division of the Middle East was agreed upon between the French and The British following the collapse of the Ottoman Empire. The agreement was created by Mark Sykes, a Briton, and Francois Picot, a Frenchman,[footnoteRef:2718] which gives it the name of The Sykes-Picot Agreement. The intention of the agreement was to create spheres of influence for the respected nations after the collapse of Germany and specifically the Ottoman Empire following The First World War. [2718:  https://interactive.aljazeera.com/aje/2016/sykes-picot-100-years-middle-east-map/index.html] 

During The First World War, the British and the French convinced the Arabs to revolt against the ottoman empire with the promise of an independent Arab state. At the end of the war, the empire was split into areas of their own interest, not the interest of the diverse range of people and ethnic groups in the region. After the Second World War, neither power could afford to carry on their occupation in the region, and because of this, they left, leaving behind the borders drawn with no regard for the geopolitics of this diverse region.
· “Hundreds of thousands have been killed because of Sykes-Picot and all the problems it created,” Nawzad Hadi Mawlood, the governor of Iraq’s Erbil Province[footnoteRef:8011]    [8011:  https://www.newyorker.com/news/news-desk/how-the-curse-of-sykes-picot-still-haunts-the-middle-east] 

[image: ]
A Map of the Sykes-Picot Agreement, 8th of May 1916[footnoteRef:19158] [19158:  https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/f/f9/MPK1-426_Sykes_Picot_Agreement_Map_signed_8_May_1916.jpg] 

As seen in the map above, there are five different zones, the area in yellow was an international zone, which is modern-day Palestine and Israel. The agreement decided that this area should be placed under an international regime because of the area's connection with religion.[footnoteRef:11954] This area includes Jerusalem, Jaffa and Tiberius, which all have significant religious backgrounds.  The area colored fully in red is under direct British control, the area labelled” B” is under British influence, this area is mainly modern-day Iraq and Jordan. The blue area is under direct French control and the area labelled ”A” is under French influence, mainly modern-day Syria and Lebanon. The small spots of red within the international zone are the two port towns of Acre and Haifa, which were designated into British control, enabling access to the Mediterranean. The international zone was transferred to British control in 1920 and remained until 1948.  [11954: https://www.britannica.com/event/Sykes-Picot-Agreement] 

This division of the region and the subsequent creation of the state of Israel in 1948 contributed to the ongoing conflict between Israelis and Palestinians, as both groups lay claim to the same land. The Sykes-Picot Agreement and the subsequent division of the region also created boundaries that did not necessarily reflect the cultural and ethnic makeup of the area, which has also contributed to the ongoing conflict.
[image: ]
Above is the Sykes-Picot agreement over the current borders of the region. [footnoteRef:9268] [9268:  https://www.vox.com/a/maps-explain-the-middle-east] 

As seen, the borders today are vastly different and more precise than how the French and British decided to draw them in 1916. The Iraq-Syria border still to this day incorporates that straight line drawn by Mark Sykes and Francois Picot. When both France and Britain couldn’t afford[footnoteRef:29340] to carry on their imperialist strategies within the region, they withdrew, but the borders remained. This meant that different ethnic groups with different ways of life ended up living side by side in the same country. Ethnic groups like the Kurds ended up with no homeland at all. This has led to conflict today between Turkey and the Kurdistan Workers Party (PKK). Recently the PKK was held responsible for the bombing of a busy street in central Istanbul[footnoteRef:24056], and as this happened during the Turkish election cycle, the Turkish government had to respond, and did with Airstrikes against PKK targets. [29340:  https://byjus.com/free-ias-prep/decolonistion-of-the-middle-east-1932-1971/#:~:text=The%20collapse%20of%20the%20Ottoman,granted%20independence%20in%20March%201946.]  [24056:  https://www.reuters.com/world/middle-east/turkey-blames-istanbul-blast-kurdish-militants-arrests-22-including-bomber-2022-11-14/] 

t[image: ]
The border agreed by Britain and France ignored cultural, linguistic, ethnic and religious lines. Above is a map of Ethnic Groups of The Middle East. The red is the Kurdish ethnic group, the area covers a vast amount of the middle east, mainly in Eastern Turkey and Northen Syria and Iraq. The Sykes-Picot agreement caused this group of people to be completely ignored and devoid of a homeland. This led to the formation of the PKK[footnoteRef:29158] who are fighting for a Free State of Kurdistan.  [29158:  https://www.britannica.com/topic/Kurdistan-Workers-Party] 

· “One man’s terrorist is another man’s freedom fighter[footnoteRef:21983]” [21983:  https://www.e-ir.info/2018/11/29/is-one-mans-terrorist-another-mans-freedom-fighter/] 

The Sykes-Picot Agreement and the artificial boundaries it created in the Middle East have been cited as one of the factors that contributed to the rise of ISIS. The arbitrary nature of the boundaries created by the agreement did not consider the cultural and ethnic makeup of the region, which led to tensions and conflicts between different groups. In particular, the creation of the state of Iraq, which brought together several diverse ethnic and religious groups under a single government, has been cited as a factor in the rise of ISIS. The group was able to take advantage of the conflicts and tensions that arose as a result of the arbitrary boundaries established by the Sykes-Picot Agreement to gain support and recruit members. After sweeping across Syria and Iraq in 2014, Caliph Abu Bakr al-Baghdadi announced:
· “This blessed advance will not stop until we hit the last nail in the coffin of the Sykes-Picot conspiracy.”[footnoteRef:28063] [28063:  https://www.newyorker.com/news/news-desk/how-the-curse-of-sykes-picot-still-haunts-the-middle-east] 

Before the end of The First World War the British and the French reached out to the Arabs for help in conquering the Ottoman Empire, with the promise of an independent Arab state. The Sykes-Picot Agreement disregarded this promise completely, and thus soured relations between the Western Powers and the Middle East. As a result, the Sykes-Picot Agreement has been blamed for many of the conflicts and problems that have plagued the Middle East in the century since its signing[footnoteRef:23869]. It has been cited as a factor in the ongoing Israeli-Palestinian conflict, the rise of extremist groups like ISIS, and the ongoing instability in countries like Syria and Iraq. [23869:  https://www.newyorker.com/news/news-desk/how-the-curse-of-sykes-picot-still-haunts-the-middle-east] 

Objective A2 = Research into the correlation between oil rich countries and military interventions by foreign powers.
There is often a strong correlation between foreign intervention in oil-rich countries and political instability or conflict in those countries. Many oil-rich countries have fragile governments or are in regions with a history of conflict, and foreign intervention can exacerbate these existing issues. In some cases, foreign powers may intervene in an oil-rich country in order to secure access to its natural resources, for example, the US-led coalition in Kuwait. leading to accusations of imperialism and fueling resentment among the local population. This can lead to protests, civil unrest, and even outright rebellion against the foreign presence[footnoteRef:16626]. Additionally, the presence of foreign oil companies or military forces in an oil-rich country can also create economic imbalances and contribute to corruption, as the wealth generated by the country's natural resources is often not evenly distributed. Overall, foreign intervention in oil-rich countries is a complex issue that can have significant consequences for the stability and prosperity of those countries. [16626:  https://www.brookings.edu/blog/future-development/2018/10/17/unintended-consequences-foreign-intervention-polarization-and-conflict-in-mena/] 

One example of foreign intervention in an oil-rich country is the 1990-1991 Gulf War, in which a coalition of countries led by the United States intervened to liberate Kuwait from Iraqi occupation. Kuwait is a small, oil-rich country located on the Arabian Peninsula and is home to some of the world's largest oil reserves. In 1990, Iraq invaded Kuwait and threatened to seize control of its oil resources. In response, a coalition of countries led by the United States intervened to push Iraqi forces out of Kuwait and restore Kuwaiti control over its own territory. The coalition's intervention was justified in part by the need to protect Kuwait's oil resources and ensure their continued availability to the global market. After the war, Kuwait's oil production was quickly restored, and the country's oil exports helped to fuel its economic recovery. However, the conflict also highlighted the strategic importance of Kuwait's oil reserves and the potential risks of foreign intervention in an oil-rich country.
· “In the 344 armed interventions in civil wars that took place from 1945 to 1999, and many more since, the official rhetoric has typically revolved around ethically grounded issues such as the “war on terror,” the promotion of democracy, the combating of ideologies such as communism, or the support of oppressed populations. This comes as a stark contrast to the perception of the population at large, which often associates military action with achieving geopolitical or economic aims.”[footnoteRef:15132] [15132:  https://theglobalobservatory.org/2015/03/civil-wars-oil-above-water-military-intervention/] 


The Iraq War, also known as the Second Gulf War, was a conflict that took place in Iraq from 2003 to 2011. It was a conflict between the government of Iraq and a coalition of countries led by the United States. One of the primary motivations for the U.S. intervention in Iraq was the belief that Iraq had weapons of mass destruction, but the control of Iraq's oil reserves was also a factor[footnoteRef:24939]. Iraq has some of the largest oil reserves in the world, and the country's oil industry is a vital part of its economy. The U.S. and its allies were interested in securing access to Iraq's oil resources and ensuring their continued availability to the global market. The U.S. and its allies also wanted to ensure that Iraq's oil industry was not used to fund terrorism or to support the development of weapons of mass destruction[footnoteRef:18923]. After the U.S. and its allies invaded Iraq and toppled the regime of Saddam Hussein, they worked to rebuild Iraq's oil industry and restore its oil production. It was hoped that this would help pay for the reconstruction of the country and to ensure a stable source of oil for the global market. However, the U.S. intervention in Iraq was highly controversial, and the conflict led to significant political instability and violence in the country[footnoteRef:2652]. The control of Iraq's oil resources played a role in these ongoing issues, as different groups struggled for control of the country's oil wealth. [24939:  https://www.theguardian.com/environment/earth-insight/2014/mar/20/iraq-war-oil-resources-energy-peak-scarcity-economy]  [18923:  https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2021/10/18/stain-on-powells-record-lies-to-the-un-about-iraqs-weapons]  [2652:  https://archive.globalpolicy.org/security/issues/iraq/attack/conseqindex.htm] 

Dr Petros Sekeris, from the University Portsmouth, Dr Vincenzo Bove, from the University of Warwick, and Dr Kristian Skrede Gleditsch from the University of Essex, wanted to find out which factors made it more likely that a third-party state would militarily intervene in an ongoing intrastate war.[footnoteRef:8543] They published an article to The Journal of Conflict Resolution, where they found that” The more oil a country has, the more likely a third party will intervene in their civil war” and that” The more oil a country imports, the greater the likelihood it will intervene in an oil-producing country’s civil war”[footnoteRef:24997]  The graph below shows that the correlation between the exportation of oil and intervention. [8543:  https://warwick.ac.uk/newsandevents/pressreleases/crude_conspiracy_theories/]  [24997:  https://www.researchgate.net/publication/258286568_Oil_Above_Water_Economic_Interdependence_and_Third_Party_Intervention] 


[image: ]
The research also noted that before the ISIS advance got near the oil rich region of Northen Iraq, there was little or no coverage of ISIS on Western mainstream media. As the advance got close to this region the US sent drones to strike ISIS targets, and the Siege of Kobani in Syria was headline news. 
The research is key to understanding the correlation between military interventions within oil rich countries, through pointing out the more oil a country has the more likely a third party will intervene in their civil war. This one finding is fundamental to understanding the American foreign policy within the region. It suggests that the war against terror may not have been all that it seems and may have been a war for oil.
Objective A3 = How did American foreign policy destabilize the region?
It could be argued that American foreign policy has contributed to instability in the Middle East. For example, the 2003 invasion of Iraq, toppled the government of Saddam Hussein and led to sectarian conflict and the rise of extremist groups like ISIS. The US has also supported authoritarian regimes in the region, which has helped to fuel resentment and destabilize countries. 
An example of the US supporting authoritarian regimes within the Middle East is demonstrated by their support of the Saudi Arabian monarchy. The United States has a long history of supporting the Saudi government, including providing military aid and assistance. The United States and Saudi Arabia have a long and complex relationship. The two countries established diplomatic relations in 1933[footnoteRef:26136], and since that time, the United States has been a key ally of Saudi Arabia, and the two countries have worked together on a range of issues, including counter-terrorism efforts. However, the relationship has not always been smooth. There have been tensions at times over issues such as human rights abuses in Saudi Arabia and the country's alleged support for extremist groups[footnoteRef:20772]. The United States has also been criticized for its close relationship with the Saudi government, given the country's strict interpretation of Islam and its treatment of women and minorities[footnoteRef:23086]. Despite these issues, the United States and Saudi Arabia have remained key allies, and the relationship has remained important to both countries. [26136:  https://sa.usembassy.gov/our-relationship/policy-history/]  [20772:  https://www.nytimes.com/interactive/projects/documents/evidence-of-financial-links-between-saudi-royal-family-and-al-qaeda]  [23086:  https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Saudi_Arabia%E2%80%93United_States_relations] 

· “For the last 25 years, the U.S. has based its foreign policy on a sense of primacy and idealism rather than restraint and realism” - William Ruger, Vice President for Research and Policy, Charles Koch Foundation.[footnoteRef:8364] [8364:  https://bigthink.com/the-present/william-ruger-how-america-destabilized-the-middle-east/] 

American foreign policy in the Middle East has been shaped by several factors, including the desire to protect American interests in the region. This includes access to oil, counter terrorism and the promotion of democracy and human rights.  America has gained the name “The World's Policeman”[footnoteRef:12084]. Questions have been raised as to the legitimacy of this title, and whether America has any right to meddle with foreign countries and their futures.  [12084:  https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Global_policeman#:~:text=Global%20policeman%20(or%20world%20police,are%20not%20identical%20in%20meaning.] 

The concept of containment was a key element of US foreign policy during the Cold War. It was based on the idea that the spread of communism needed to be contained, or stopped, in order to protect US national security and prevent the spread of an ideology that was seen as a threat to the country's way of life. The policy of containment was first articulated by US diplomat George F. Kennan[footnoteRef:24297] in a famous article published in 1947, and it became a cornerstone of US foreign policy in the decades that followed. As part of the policy of containment, the US engaged in several initiatives, including military and economic aid to countries threatened by communism, the formation of alliances like NATO, and the use of military force in conflicts like the Korean War and the Vietnam War. [24297:  https://history.state.gov/milestones/1945-1952/kennan] 

Containment has not been an explicit part of US foreign policy in the Middle East, at least not in the same way that it was during the Cold War. However, the US has at times pursued policies in the region that could be seen as attempting to contain certain threats or limit the influence of certain actors. For example, the US has provided military and economic assistance to countries in the Middle East as a way of helping them resist the influence of more aggressive or destabilizing powers, such as Iran.[footnoteRef:18875] [18875:  https://crsreports.congress.gov/product/pdf/R/R46344/3] 

The US has at times taken actions that have had unintended consequences and contributed to instability in the region. For example, the 2003 US-led invasion of Iraq, which was based on the belief that the Iraqi government had weapons of mass destruction and led to the destabilization of the country and the region. It contributed to the rise of sectarian conflict and the emergence of extremist groups like ISIS. The US also provided support to certain groups or factions in the region as a way of advancing its own interests[footnoteRef:21192]. These actions have at times had the effect of fueling conflicts or causing harm to civilians. It is important to recognize that the Middle East is a complex region with a long history, and the situation there cannot be attributed solely to any one country or actor. It's important to note that there are many other factors that have contributed to instability in the Middle East, including internal conflicts, economic issues, and the actions of other countries. [21192:  https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Operation_Cyclone#:~:text=Operation%20Cyclone%20was%20the%20code,the%20Democratic%20Republic%20of%20Afghanistan.] 

Conclusion to aim 1:
It is not accurate to say that the US has intentionally sought to destabilize the Middle East. Although, foreign intervention within the region is one of the main reasons for conflict and turmoil within the Middle East. The work of Mark Sykes and Francois Picot is a prime example of foreign intervention in a region through imperialistic ideas. As mentioned, it has caused several problems within the region and was one of ISIS’ driving factors. Foreign forces fighting in the Middle East has created resentment within local populations of the Western forces and people, this was another factor for many terror groups located within the region, for example Al-Quaeda, who masterminded the 9/11 terror attacks and ISIS, who attacked Paris because of the decision by the French Government to begin airstrikes over ISIS held areas within Syria[footnoteRef:3346]. The 2003 US-led invasion of Iraq, which was based on the false premise of weapons of mass destruction, led to the overthrow of Saddam Hussein and destabilization of the country, which has contributed to the rise of extremist groups and ongoing violence. However, it's important to note that the conflicts in the Middle East are multifaceted and have a wide range of causes and contributors. While foreign intervention has played a significant role in many of the conflicts in the region, it is not the sole or even the primary cause of all the conflicts in the region. Factors such as ethnic, religious and sectarian divisions, political and economic grievances, and historical enmities also play a role in the conflicts. [3346:  https://www.cidob.org/en/publications/publication_series/opinion/seguridad_y_politica_mundial/why_did_isis_target_france] 

[bookmark: _Toc1216367045]Aim B = How much of the trouble in the Middle East is caused by territories and countries located within the region?
Objective B1 = The spread of Wahhabism
Brittanica dictionary describes Wahhabism as an Islamic Movement and dictionary.com describes the movement as “a follower of ʿAbd al-Wahhab (1703–1792), who stringently opposed all practices not sanctioned by the Quran. The Wahhabis, founded in the 18th century, are the most conservative Muslim group and are today found mainly in Saudi Arabia.”[footnoteRef:25870] Wahhabism is a fundamentalist movement within Sunni Islam that originated in Saudi Arabia in the 18th century and has been the driving force behind Sunni Islamic terrorism[footnoteRef:28312] in the Middle East and around the world. The Saudi government has long been accused of spreading the ideology through the funding of mosques, madrasas,[footnoteRef:14391] and cultural centers around the world, and it is believed to have played a significant role in the spread of extremist movements such as al-Qaida and ISIS. The impact of Wahhabism on the Middle East has been significant, with many experts arguing that the ideology has contributed to conflicts and instability in the region[footnoteRef:15781]. It has also been criticized for its treatment of women, minorities, and non-Muslims, and for its strict interpretation of Islamic law. [25870: https://www.dictionary.com/browse/wahhabi]  [28312:  https://nps.edu/documents/105988371/107571254/DillonWahhabismThesis.pdf/23fc46fb-17a6-41da-83b8-8e312191b5bb]  [14391:  https://www.everycrsreport.com/reports/RS21695.html]  [15781:  https://nps.edu/documents/105988371/107571254/DillonWahhabismThesis.pdf/23fc46fb-17a6-41da-83b8-8e312191b5bb] 

However, proponents of Wahhabism argue that it is simply a puritanical form of Islam that seeks to return to the teachings of the Prophet Muhammad and the early Islamic community[footnoteRef:4529]. They argue that it promotes unity within the Islamic world and serves as a bulwark against the secularization and Westernization of Muslim societies. However, it is important to note that many people who adhere to the principles of Wahhabism do not engage in terrorism or violent extremism. Like any ideology, Wahhabism can be interpreted and implemented in different ways, and it is not accurate to attribute all acts of terrorism committed by Muslims to the influence of Wahhabism. It is also important to recognize that terrorism and violent extremism are complex phenomena that cannot be attributed to a single cause. Many factors, including political, economic, and social conditions, can contribute to the emergence and spread of terrorist groups. [4529:  https://www.hrw.org/reports/2004/uzbekistan0304/4.htm] 

Objective B2 = How the regional rivalry between Saudi Arabia and Iran effects the region.
The rivalry between Saudi Arabia and Iran has had a significant impact on the Middle East, as the two countries are major powers in the region and have supported opposing sides in various conflicts, including the civil wars in Syria and Yemen; and disputes in Bahrain, Lebanon, Qatar, and Iraq. The rivalry is largely driven by religious and political differences, with Saudi Arabia being a majority Sunni Muslim country and Iran being a majority Shia Muslim country. The two countries have also taken opposing positions on a range of issues, including the conflicts in Syria and Yemen, the Israeli-Palestinian conflict, and the role of religion in government.
This rivalry has contributed to an increase in sectarian tensions and violence in the region, as each country has supported proxy groups that have engaged in violence against the other's allies[footnoteRef:5290]. It has also made it difficult for the international community to find ways to address conflicts in the region, as any efforts to address one side's concerns may be seen as taking the other side's side in the rivalry. [5290:  https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Iran%E2%80%93Saudi_Arabia_proxy_conflict#:~:text=The%20two%20countries%20have%20provided,Lebanon%2C%20Qatar%2C%20and%20Iraq.] 

Iran and Saudi Arabia have opposed each other in several conflicts in the Middle East. One example is the conflict in Syria, where Iran has supported the government of President Bashar al-Assad, while Saudi Arabia has supported opposition groups seeking to overthrow the government. The two countries have also taken opposing positions on the conflict in Yemen, with Iran supporting the Houthi rebels and Saudi Arabia leading a coalition of countries against the Houthis.
Iran and Saudi Arabia have also had opposing views on the Israeli-Palestinian conflict, with Iran supporting Palestinian militant groups and Saudi Arabia seeking closer ties with Israel[footnoteRef:16487]. The two countries have also taken opposing positions on the role of religion in government, with Iran having an Islamic theocracy and Saudi Arabia being a monarchy with an official state religion of Islam. [16487:  https://www.wsj.com/articles/saudi-arabia-moves-toward-eventual-ties-with-israel-11654517783] 

The rivalry between Iran and Saudi Arabia has had an impact on the global oil market in several ways. Both countries are major oil producers and have used their oil resources to try to exert influence on the world stage. This has led to fluctuations in oil prices as the two countries have engaged in competition for market share. One example of this is the oil price war that occurred in 2014[footnoteRef:11294], when Saudi Arabia, one of the largest oil producers in the world, decided to increase its oil production to drive down prices and maintain market share. This led to a significant drop in oil prices, which had a negative impact on Iran's economy, as oil exports are a major source of revenue for the country. In response, Iran has also sought to increase its oil production and exports to maintain market share. The rivalry between Iran and Saudi Arabia has also influenced the policies of other countries that depend on oil imports from the region. For example, countries that have closer ties to Saudi Arabia may be more likely to support its policies in the region, while countries with closer ties to Iran may be more likely to support its policies. This can create divisions among countries that depend on oil imports from the Middle East and can contribute to instability in the global oil market. [11294:  https://www.forbes.com/sites/georgecalhoun/2020/06/03/the-other-epidemic-a-cluster-of-historic-blunders---exhibit-1-the-saudirussia-oil-price-war/] 

Overall, the rivalry between Iran and Saudi Arabia has had a destabilizing effect on the Middle East and has made it difficult for the international community to effectively address conflicts in the region.
Objective B3 = How the Israeli-Palestinian conflict effects the region.
The Israeli-Palestinian conflict has had a significant impact on the Middle East, as it has been a source of tension and violence in the region for decades. The conflict centers on the presence of the state of Israel in the Middle East and the aspirations of the Palestinian people for their own independent state. The conflict has resulted in ongoing violence and human rights abuses, as well as economic and social disruption. It has also led to a lack of stability and security in the region and has made it difficult for the international community to address other conflicts in the area. The conflict has also contributed to an increase in sectarian tensions in the region, as various groups have taken sides in the conflict and supported one side or the other. It has also led to a rift between Arab countries and Israel, as many Arab countries have opposed the presence of Israel and have supported the Palestinian cause.
One of the main issues at the heart of the conflict is the dispute over land and the competing claims of Israelis and Palestinians to the territory in the region. [image: ]The map on the left shows the official borders of Israel and Palestine.
The conflict has also been fueled by religious, cultural, and political differences, as well as by the actions and policies of different governments and groups. The conflict dates to the late 1800s, when Jewish immigrants began moving to Palestine, then part of the Ottoman Empire. After the fall of the Ottoman Empire and the issuance of the Balfour Declaration in 1917, which supported the establishment of a "national home for the Jewish people"[footnoteRef:28319] in Palestine, Jewish immigration to the region increased. In 1948, Israel declared independence and was recognized as a state by the international community. However, this declaration was met with resistance from Palestinian Arabs, who also claimed the land as their own. The conflict between Israelis and Palestinians has continued to the present day, with both sides claiming the right to the land and competing for control of it. The conflict has been further complicated by the fact that the land in question is considered sacred by both Jews and Muslims, and by the presence of Jewish settlements in the West Bank, which are considered illegal under international law. Efforts to resolve the conflict and find a peaceful resolution to the land dispute have been ongoing for many years, but a lasting solution has yet to be found. [28319:  https://www.britannica.com/event/Balfour-Declaration] 

One of the main consequences of the conflict has been violence and terrorism. The conflict has resulted in wars and outbreaks of violence, including the 1948 Arab Israeli War, the 1967 Six-Day War, and the ongoing Israeli-Palestinian conflict. The conflict has also led to the emergence of various militant and extremist groups, such as Hamas and Hezbollah, which have carried out attacks against Israeli targets[footnoteRef:7750]. The conflict has also had economic consequences for the region, as it has disrupted trade and hindered economic development. The ongoing conflict and the presence of Israeli settlements in the West Bank have also made it difficult for Palestinians to access resources and opportunities, which has had a negative impact on their quality of life[footnoteRef:13932].  [7750:  https://www.hrw.org/news/2021/08/12/palestinian-rockets-may-killed-civilians-israel-gaza]  [13932:  https://reliefweb.int/report/occupied-palestinian-territory/access-natural-resources-palestinians-syrians-should-not-be] 

In addition, the conflict has contributed to a general destabilization of the region and has strained relations between the Arab world and the West. It has also been a source of tension and division within the international community, with various countries taking sides or trying to mediate the conflict. One of the main bodies involved in mediating the conflict is the United Nations (UN). The UN has played a role in the conflict since the 1940s, when it first recognized the need for a "peaceful adjustment" of the conflicting claims of Israelis and Palestinians to the land in the region. The UN has also established peacekeeping missions in the region, such as the United Nations Truce Supervision Organization (UNTSO), which was established in 1948 to monitor the ceasefire between Israel and its Arab neighbors, and the United Nations Disengagement Observer Force (UNDOF), which was established in 1974 to monitor the ceasefire between Israel and Syria in the Golan Heights. Despite efforts to find a resolution to the conflict, it remains an ongoing issue in the region.
Conclusion to Aim B:
The spread of Wahhabism is responsible for creating a fundamentalist conservative culture within countries such as Saudi Arabia. Wahhabism has been criticized for its interpretation of Islam as being a violent religion and for promoting intolerance towards other religions, ethnicities, and sects. This has led to the creation of extremist groups such as Al-Qaeda and the Islamic State (ISIS), which have used Wahhabi teachings to justify their acts of violence. Additionally, the spread of Wahhabi ideology has contributed to sectarian conflicts between Sunnis and Shiites and has made it more difficult for the region to achieve stability and peace. In conclusion, the spread of Wahhabism has had a profound impact on conflict in the Middle East, both in terms of promoting extremism and contributing to sectarian tensions. The regional rivalry between Saudi Arabia and Iran can be attributed to religious reasons, as the two countries follow different versions of Islam. Saudi Arabia follow the Sunni branch and Iran the Shi’a branch, each supporting different sides of certain conflicts. The rivalry has been dubbed the “Middle Eastern cold war”[footnoteRef:4835] The map below shows where the two countries have engaged in a proxy war to install ideals that align with either Saudi Arabia or Iran. [4835:  https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Iran%E2%80%93Saudi_Arabia_proxy_conflict#:~:text=The%20Iran%E2%80%93Saudi%20Arabia%20proxy,between%20Iran%20and%20Saudi%20Arabia.] 

[image: ]
The Palestinian-Israeli conflict is influential in the destabilization of the Middle East. It is a topic of discussion globally, and many people pick a side. America and the Western world tend to support Israel as they set up the State themselves to establish a Jewish home state, and Islamic countries tend to support the state of Palestine and Hamas. 
[bookmark: _Toc83262428]Aim C = America’s involvement in the Middle east with an investigation into how much of it had to do with control over the oil supplies.

Objective C1 = American influence in resisting the spread of Communism, brought by the Soviet Union, within the middle east.
During the Cold War, the United States and the Soviet Union were in a constant state of competition, and the spread of communism was a major concern for the US. The Middle East, with its vast oil reserves and strategic location, was an important area of interest for both the US and the Soviet Union. The US saw the spread of communism in the region as a threat to its national security and economic interests, and it took several measures to try and contain the influence of the Soviet Union.[footnoteRef:20052] [20052:  https://www.history.com/topics/cold-war/red-scare] 

One of the ways the US sought to contain the spread of communism in the Middle East was through providing economic and military aid to the countries in the region. This included providing weapons and training to friendly governments, as well as economic assistance in the form of loans and grants[footnoteRef:22439]. For example, the Eisenhower Doctrine announced in 1957 stated that the United Staes would aid any Middle Eastern country threatened by Communism and other forms of extremism. The US sought to improve relations with certain Middle Eastern countries for example improve relations with countries such as Egypt, Saudi Arabia and Jordan, which were seen as potential threats for Soviet expansion. It also tried to isolate the countries with close relations to the Soviet Union such as Syria and South Yemen, both countries who now are facing instability. Another way the US attempted to contain the communist expansion was through removing heads of state. The Iranian Prime Minister I 1951 and 1953 was, Mohammad Mossadegh removed by the CIA and Britain due to multiple reasons, one being that Mossadegh opposed the Anglo-Iranian oil company, and nationalized it I 1951, cutting British profits from the region. The CIA was also interested with removing Mossadegh due to how close he was getting with the Soviet Union. [footnoteRef:27245] [22439:  https://history.state.gov/milestones/1953-1960/eisenhower-doctrine]  [27245:  https://www.theguardian.com/world/2013/aug/19/cia-admits-role-1953-iranian-coup] 

To counter the threat of terrorism the CIA also launched Operation Cyclone, the operation which armed militants with military grade weapons in Afghanistan after the invasion by the Soviet Union. The militants were named the Mujahideen, which later formed into the terrorist group we know today as Al-Quaeda. The operation was one of the longest and most expensive covert CIA operations ever undertaken[footnoteRef:26841]. Funding started with $695,000 in mid-1979, was increased dramatically to $20–$30 million per year in 1980 and  rose to $630 million per year in 1987.[footnoteRef:18964] Funding continued after the 1989 Soviet withdrawal, as the mujahideen continued to battle the forces of President Mohammad Najibullah's army during the Afghan Civil War (1989–1992).  Osama Bin Laden was a member of the Afghan Mujahideen, and so was being gifted weapons by the United States. This later would come back to haunt the USA as he masterminded the September 11th attacks. [26841:  https://web.archive.org/web/20081204024027/http://www.time.com/time/magazine/article/0,9171,450997-92,00.html]  [18964:  https://academic.oup.com/dh/article-abstract/44/2/237/5699276?redirectedFrom=fulltext&login=false] 

Objective C2 = How much of American involvement within the Middle East was based on the oil supplies of the region.
Over the course of the twentieth century, preserving the security not just of Saudi Arabia but of the entire Persian Gulf region and the flow of Middle Eastern oil were among the United States’ chief political-economic concerns.[footnoteRef:17187] American involvement in the Middle East has been driven by a variety of factors, including the strategic importance of the region and its vast oil reserves. Access to oil has been a significant factor in shaping American foreign policy in the Middle East, as the United States has long relied on the region as a major source of energy. Other factors such as counterterrorism, political stability, and the Israeli-Palestinian conflict have also played a role in shaping American involvement in the region.   [17187:  Timothy Mitchell, “McJihad: Islam in the U.S. Global Order,” Social Text, 20 (Winter 2002), 5.] 

It is important to note that The United States has not stolen oil from the Middle East. The oil industry in the Middle East is primarily controlled by state-owned companies or by international oil companies through concessions or production-sharing agreements.[footnoteRef:7032] The United States imports oil from the Middle East through legal means, such as purchasing it on the global market or through trade agreements with oil-producing countries. [image: ] [7032:  https://www.swfinstitute.org/profiles/national-oil-company/middle-east] 

The United States has had a long-standing interest in the oil resources of the Middle East. The region is home to some of the world's largest oil reserves, and access to this oil has been a significant factor in shaping American foreign policy in the region. The United States has sought to protect its access to Middle Eastern oil through a variety of means, including military intervention, diplomatic engagement, and economic incentives.
In the past, the US has played a significant role in the region, such as supporting some leaders and governments in the Middle East to ensure stable oil supplies and prices. The US also has a military presence in the region to protect its interests, including the protection of oil shipping lanes and the security of oil-producing countries[footnoteRef:25428]. Below is a map of US military bases in the Middle East.  [25428:  https://www.mei.edu/sites/default/files/2021-03/1.%20US%20General%20Middle%20East%20Interests%20%26%20Policy%20Priorities.pdf] 

[image: ]
Additionally, the US has also used economic and diplomatic means to secure access to Middle Eastern oil. For example, the US has entered into trade agreements and negotiations with countries in the region to ensure access to oil. It has also provided economic and military aid to countries that have supported American policy in the region. For example, the relationship between Saudi Arabia and the United States, in 1943, with concerns growing about the diminishing U.S. oil production capacity, President Franklin Roosevelt declares Saudi oil vital to U.S. security and provides financial support. In February 1945, Roosevelt and Saudi King Abdul Aziz meet aboard a U.S. ship on the Suez Canal to discuss closer ties. A few years later, the world’s biggest oil field is found in Saudi Arabia, and the country quickly becomes the world’s largest exporter of oil[footnoteRef:7548] [7548:  https://www.cfr.org/timeline/oil-dependence-and-us-foreign-policy] 

[image: ][footnoteRef:25160] [25160:  https://preview.redd.it/ktkxo8rlkq471.gif?format=png8&s=a886f5dadaace4c0cf20b7215c62c9e33d3e35ef] 

Conclusion to Objective C:
Because of the vast quantities of oil within the region, American foreign policy views the Middle East as a vital area of concern for national security. It should be noted that American dependency on Middle Eastern oil has decreased in recent years (as seen from the graph below.) The scars of past turbulent relationships remain as seen with the current geopolitical state of the region, especially in respect of safety and security over the Middle Eastern oil supplies. 
[image: ]


[bookmark: _Toc1356841837]Primary Research Methods


This study used a survey as the method of collecting primary research data. Surveys are a form of questionnaire which allows a comprehensive view of a subject through asking questions to people who may have an opinion about a certain topic[footnoteRef:14395] The survey was conducted online which has several benefits including being able to reach the required audience quickly and for them to reply with ease. There are some problems associated with online survey design, such as the types of questions used as they can be difficult to understand such as double-barreled questions, the number of questions, as people become uninterested and questions that push people to answer a specific way[footnoteRef:4412]. However, it was thought that for this study this would be the quickest way for people to respond to the research. The survey was sent to participants via email on the 12th of January 2023 and the survey closed on the 2nd of February 2023. [14395:  The Good Research Guide: Research Methods for Small-Scale Social Research Projects: Amazon.co.uk: Denscombe: 9780335249831: Books
]  [4412:  10 Most Common Problems with Surveys (helpfull.com)
] 

[bookmark: _Toc1987815597]Sample
A sample is a word to describe the people who are chosen to be part of the study. This research used a purposive sample. This means that the people used for the study were chosen purposively because they would know more about a complex subject[footnoteRef:25582] such as the Middle East and would provide more knowledge-based answers. The sample included adults identified as lecturers and teachers in history and politics in universities. After looking through university websites for staff who had this interest, the researcher contacted those people who worked in Welsh and English Universities. The researcher contacted around 50 academics via email, and after an initial slow start, the researcher contacted them a second time and received replies from 36 in total. Some of these responses came from emails forwarded by the original recipient to other academics. [25582:  Purposive sampling (research-methodology.net)] 


[bookmark: _Toc2093307077]Survey question design

Making sure that the survey's design is fit for purpose is very important. The survey consisted of 10 multiple choice characteristic questions which enabled the researcher to see what age range, ethnicity and religious viewpoints. This is important because it provides structured data which is easily analysed and provides an opportunity for discussion later in this paper. Iti was important to offer a box in the multiple-choice questions called ‘other’ so respondents were not forced to answer incorrectly[footnoteRef:4177] [4177:  Multiple choice survey questions: Everything you need to know | SurveyMonkey
] 

Questions were chosen to align with the aims and objectives of the research study and open and closed ended questions were used. Open ended questions allow for respondents to elaborate on their answers and allow for the researcher to think of themes in their responses and may allow a researcher to find out more than they thought they might by their understanding of the research subject[footnoteRef:1345]. Open ended questions provide qualitative data. Qualitative data is the information gained from research that is difficult to count but allows the respondent to answer based on their own views and opinions. This can be important in research as it can provide different answers to what was thought at the start of the research project. It also offers a way of understanding how people feel about a subject[footnoteRef:22676] It is important not to use too many open-ended questions in a survey questionnaire as this may provide too much data to analyse at the end, therefore closed ended and multiple-choice questions were also used. Closed ended questions help with collecting quantitative data. Quantitative data can collect numbers, statistics and can count different responses. This is useful for providing statistics[footnoteRef:27329]. This can be done through considering multiple choice questions, Likert Scale responses and ranking questions. Multiple choice questions allow for different answers but may prevent respondents from answering how they really feel. This is why open-ended questions are also important to consider for the project. Likert scales were invented by  Rensis Likert in 1932 as he was interested in measuring people’s opinions or attitudes towards subjects. These questions allow a person to rank how they feel about a statement from usually 0-10. This gives a weighting score that can be counted and shows people's preferences. Likert scales sometimes do not use a middle section (the 5) in their scoring as this prevents people from ’sitting on the fence’ about their answers and makes them think one way or another about an opinion[footnoteRef:5569]. This research project kept the middle section in as it was important to note people’s lack of opinion on such emotive subjects. The ranking scale question is useful in surveys as it offers a form of organising people least and most favioured opinion[footnoteRef:30413] [1345:  Open-Ended vs. Closed-Ended Questions in User Research (nngroup.com)]  [22676:  https://www.bing.com/search?q=qualitative+data&qs=AS&pq=qualitative&sc=10-11&cvid=FAC1298484DC4B3BA4ECB0D2D35E7C61&FORM=QBRE&sp=1
]  [27329:  Quantitative Data Definition | Datamation
]  [5569:  https://www.formpl.us/blog/point-likert-scale#:~:text=5%20Point%20Likert%20Scale%205%20point%20Likert%20scale,Neither%20satisfied%20nor%20dissatisfied%2C%20Dissatisfied%2C%20and%20Very%20dissatisfied.
]  [30413:  Research Methods in Education: Amazon.co.uk: Cohen, Louis, Manion, Lawrence, Morrison, Keith: 9781138209886: Books
] 


[bookmark: _Toc1937099066]Ethical implications: confidentiality and anonymity 
Every researcher has a responsibility to the participants and to their school to make sure that they are ethical in their research practices. It is important to make sure that the people who answer the questionnaire are anonymous and that it is confidential because it may be risky for people to be involved in research and give their opinions freely. This research project made sure that the participants were informed of the purpose of the study in a n information section on the online survey and made sure to treat all information confidentially and anonymise any information that may mean the person could be recognized. This is in line with BERA guidance on research ethics[footnoteRef:20583]. Microsoft Forms was used as the method of design and delivery of the inline survey questionnaire which is encrypted[footnoteRef:9981] and does not allow the researcher to see any IP address or name of participant. Names and email addressed were not required for this study and so the questionnaire was completely anonymimsed [20583:  Ethical Guidelines for Educational Research, fourth edition (2018) | BERA
]  [9981:  Security and Privacy in Microsoft Forms - Microsoft Support
] 

[bookmark: _Toc1023896728]Analysing Data

The data will be analysed in three ways.
The data will be analysed using Microsoft Forms Insights feature which allows information to be seen about the responses to particular questions in chart form. This feature offers the ability to correlate answers to specific questions. Correlation in research means an association between two variables. Variables are things a researcher measures or observes in answers to research questions[footnoteRef:4107]. This would mean looking at two different answers to the questionnaire and seeing if there is an association. For example, between perceptions of the necessity of outside intervention in the Middle East (Q8) and sympathy with the state of Israel (Q9).  [4107:  https://www.simplypsychology.org/correlation.html] 

To build on this, the study will also use Spearman’s rank correlation coefficient (rs)f the correlation between two variables that are not available through Microsoft Insights. Spearman’s rank correlation is defined as:
[image: ]
𝝆 = Spearman’s rank correlation coefficient
di = Difference between the two ranks of each observation
n = Number of observations
The Spearman Rank Correlation can take a value from +1 to -1 where,
· A value of +1 means a perfect association of rank
· A value of 0 means that there is no association between ranks
· A value of -1 means a perfect negative association of rank[footnoteRef:9164] [9164:  https://www.simplilearn.com/tutorials/statistics-tutorial/spearmans-rank-correlation#:~:text=Step%201%3A%20Create%20a%20table,the%20square%20value%20of%20d.
] 


This will be considered in chosen variables in the study.

The study will also use themes from the qualitative data given in answers for the study. This will look at whether there are similarities or differences in what respondents of the survey have said in their own words. This can offer some insights into whether people think the same way or differently about the issues in the questionnaire.  This is done by looking at each open-ended answer and looking for themes that are similar[footnoteRef:61] [61:  https://www.opinionx.co/research-method-guides/thematic-analysis] 



[bookmark: _Toc2109911972]Outcomes of survey questionnaire

Characteristics of the survey respondents:

Age  (Q11):
[image: ]
The majority of respondents are between 45 and 54 years of age, this would represent the common age demographic of academics[footnoteRef:4415].  [4415:  https://www.hesa.ac.uk/news/26-02-2015/age-and-gender-of-staff] 

Gender:
[image: ]
Fascinatingly, there were more women who answered the survey to compared to men, This may show that either there are more women in the chosen academic field to compare to Men, or that a lot of Men did not bother to replying and women may feel like they want to help more than men. More research is needed on this to be sure. 

Religion: Q12
[image: ]
The graph above shows the religious demographic of the survey. The majority of people preferred not to answer (9) and stated other (9). 6 said they were Protestant Christians and 6 said they were Catholics. The choice of research question was aimed at finding out whether those of varying Muslim religions may answer a certain way. Unfortunately, this was a weakness of the question. The project focuses on the Middle East, a majority Islamic region, and to not receive any responses from the Muslim community takes away the possibility of having a balanced opinion based on experience and knowledge within the survey. On reflection, it would have also been useful to have added a question about ethnicity to the survey as this may also be an issue as to how they respond to answers.
Knowledge of the Middle East
[image: ]
34 respondents answered this question. 22 people (64.7%)  had not none to some knowledge (5 or below) and 12 were knowledgeable (35.3%) (6 and above). This is interesting as although the sample was purposely chosen to include those who should have some knowledge on the Middle East, 64.7% scored between 0-5 on the Likert scale. 



[bookmark: _Toc1748910956]A: Explore how much of the trouble in the Middle East is caused by foreign interventions and decisions


Q2 On a scale of 1/10 how responsible do you believe The United States of America is for the conflict and instability of the Middle East? (1 being not responsible at all, 5 being uncertain, and 10 being America is the main cause of conflict within the region.)
[image: ]  
34 respondents answered this question, ten (29.4%) of which answered either being uncertain or don’t believe that the United States is responsible for the conflict and instability of the Middle East, and 24 (70.6%) believed that the USA was somewhat responsible for the conflict within the Middle East.  
This shows that the academic belief is that the US was responsible for conflict within the Middle East.
[bookmark: _Toc1553192522]Aim B = How much of the trouble in the Middle East is caused by territories and countries located within the region?

Q3: Scale the following ranked on who is the most responsible for conflict in the Middle East in your opinion
Q4: If you believe there is a country which has caused more damage than the countries listed above, please write the answer below

[image: ]

Q6: On a scale of 1-10 how much do you agree to the following statement: The United States of America used wars to gain control of the oil supply. (1 being disagree heavily, 5 being uncertain, and 10 being fully agree)



[image: ]
The graph above shows that 27 (79.4%) respondents believed that the USA used wars to gain control of oil supplies in the Middle East (6 and above) and 9 (21%) were either uncertain or did not believe that the US used wars to gain control over the oil within the Middle East (5 and below). This shows that academics believe that the USA did infact use wars to gain control of the Middle Eastern oil supply, this could be through conflicts such as the Gulf War of the 90s. The US led coalition defended Kuwait and toppled the Iraqi regime, the regime which privatized the oil in Iraq. After the fall of said regime, the nationalization turned to privatization, the Iraqi oil industry is now dominated by Western oil companies, such as BP, Exxon and Shell.[endnoteRef:24153] This brings billions in revenue for these companies which through trickle-down economics enters the population's pockets. [24153:  Why the war in Iraq was fought for Big Oil | CNN] 

[bookmark: _Toc826762577]Aim C = America’s involvement in the Middle east with an investigation into how much of it had to do with control over the oil supplies.

As can be seen in Aim C2 secondary research, America’s access to oil has been a significant factor in shaping American foreign policy in the Middle East, as the United States has long relied on the region as a major source of energy. Other factors such as counterterrorism, political stability, and the Israeli-Palestinian conflict have also played a role in shaping American involvement in the region.
In secondary research, were more academics who thought that the USA was responsible to the conflict and instability in the Middle East. 24 out of 39 respondents answered that they were responsible whilst 4/39 felt that they were uncertain. This means that 61.5% of respondents felt that USA was responsible.

[image: ]
Interestingly, 31% of people answered High for this question, and the majority answered "Low" for Question 8. This means they felt that those who felt the USA was responsible also felt that intervention was unnecessary

[image: ]



In C1 secondary research it was noted that even during the cold war, the Middle East was a strategic location for the control of the oil supply. The CIA was noted as being interested in removing leaders that worked closely with the Soviet Union during this time and it seems as if there was nonmilitary intervention by the CIA in the political workings of the country. 

[image: ]
34 respondents answered this question. The majority of respondents to the survey had an understanding of the conflicts in the Middle East (61.7%) Interestingly, although the questionnaire was aimed at finding those with an interest and knowledge in the Middle East by choosing academics, 13 respondents felt they were uncertain or disagreed (38.2%). 
Once again academics with an interest in this subject felt that the USA used non-military interventions to gain supply of the oil. This may include actions by the CIA. Again, those who ranked highly on this question also ranked highly on question 8 in terms of whether they felt that intervention was necessary. This may point to a correlation between people’s thoughts about interventions by USA and them disagreeing that it was necessary, thus possible feeling that the USA was wrong in intervening. 




On a scale of 1-10 how much do you agree to the following statement: The United States of America used  wars to gain control of the oil supply. (1 being disagree heavily, 5 being uncertain, and 10 being fully agree)
(0 point)





[bookmark: _Toc2145134456]Correlations:
Using the Spearman’s rank ranking correlation

Q9 & Q8 

Q5 & Q2 

[bookmark: _Toc1077091622]Final discussion on hypothesis


[bookmark: _Toc1803528533]Evaluation of resources

CRAAP evaluation was used when considering the secondary resources but in primary research CRAAP was used to think about Authority, Accuracy and Purpose
Questions in Primary data collection could have been thought out in more detail to illicit better responses, such as those asking for religion. As there were a lot of ‘5’ in the Likert scale questions it may have been better to have thought about not including the middle part of 5 so as to push the respondents in to responding in a certain way. Some questions were unclear and it would have been useful to have had time to pilot this survey. However, time was tight in terms of getting the project completed.

This is interesting as although the sample was purposely chosen to include those who should have some knowledge on the Middle East, 64.7% scored between 0-5 on the Likert scale. This may be because the survey was initially sent to those who the researcher thought may have an opinion in academia, but after sending out a reminder this may have been sent to other academics who may not have had the specialty of the Middle East. If this project was done again, there would be need or more time and possibly another method of collecting data with experts such a small number of interviews to get a deeper understanding of people’s feelings on the subject.



[bookmark: _Toc654875006]Self Evaluation of 7 Bac skills

Self-Evaluation


Have to touch on literacy, numeracy, online literacy, planning and organizing, and problem solving. 
To get into the top band, talk about all of them. 
Planning - - - - Ino order to complete this projcet to mthe best of my ability, it was essential that I used my planning and organising skills effectively. I was, fortune to have had no trouble when choosing the quesition I wanterd to Research. Don’t say it was perfect, allow for mistakes and evaluate them.
“It took me a few days to find a title that suited what I wanted to go with.” <e.e.
Innovative thinking by choosing a topic that was relevant to the world due to the political destabilization which has creeped closer and closer to Europe in recent years.
Felt it was research worthy, I agree due to the fact that I believe people would appreciate an answer which has taken into account a multitude of sources.
The only problem I had was trying to narrow down the question to not take into account a vast number of major historical events. 
I ensured my a&o was mesurable and related to my research. However I can see that it needed more thought so it included the primary research objectives
Had to readress my aims and objectives, I originally planned to do ___ in my aims and opbjjectives bnut I discoveredf there wasn’t enough data and resources to make a balanced and educated conclusion on the matter. 
Hypothesis is useful to learn how to right because it will be useful to know whilst in University.
Critical thinking, implementing and problem solving.
How effective? 
This challenge has allowed me to realise validity and critically think about sources, and how reliable they are, this is particulary important now with the circulation of Fake News. And is especially important whilst researching war and conflict. 
Give examples of the sources you’ve written about, how credible is it??????
Implementation::
I think that the implementation of primary information was successful and was greatly aided by my skills I have developed during my History A/S Level. I felt well equpped to collate and analyse both descriptive and inferential statisitics. 
There is a possibility of biases through my purposive SAMPLING TECHNIQUE USED. 
With this method I must be careful whilst generalising my results to a larger population as often, this smaple is not representative. Therefore if I were to repeat this process I would’ve used a random sampling technique as it avoids.
SIAFRAD AM SUT CREUWYD GRAFFIAU
Ethical cosiderations of the questionnaire.
Digital literacy, usef forms, excell, spearmans rank etc etc 
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8. On a scale of 1-10 how much do you agree that intervention was absolutely necessary in the Middle (0
East? (1 being no intervention is necessary and 10 being intervention is absolutely necessary) point)
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2. On a scale of 1/10 how responsible do you believe The United States of America is for the conflict (0
and instability of the Middle East? (1 being not responsible at all, 5 being uncertain, and 10 being ~ point)
America is the main cause of conflict within the region.)
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6. On a scale of 1-10 how much do you agree to the following statement: The United States of America (0
used wars to gain control of the oil supply. (1 being disagree heavily, 5 being uncertain, and 10 point)
being fully agree)
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7. If you disagree with the statement above, please write the reason you think war and intervention (0
was necessary in the Middle East. point)
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