Case study assignment 

On Christine’s 40th birthday, a surprise party for her birthday was arranged by her husband which took place in their own residential home.
On that surprise party night 
Christine received some expensive presents from her husband one of those gifts was a expensive handbag, which was a designer make, 
Paula One of Christine's friends had always been extremely jealous of the luxury gifts that Christine’s husband bought for her.  When Paula noticed that no one was looking, Paula placed the handbag under her coat and took it outside.
 When Paula heard someone coming, she placed the handbag underneath her car, intending to put it in when the party finished. 
Also at the party were Leon and Harriet, who had recently been introduced to one another.
 Harriet did not drink alcohol because she was allergic to it.
 When Harriet had popped into the toilet, Leon spiked Harriet's drink with vodka.
 When Harriet returned and drank the drink she began suffering from hallucinations. Harriet thought that fire was engulfing the house and, in an attempt, to get out, 
she began smashing the large panes of glass in the bi-fold doors of Christine's kitchen. She also hit one of the other guests (Daniel) in the face, causing a broken cheek bone. 
Christine and her husband managed to calm Harriet down and asked everyone to leave. 
Upon leaving, Paula picked up the designer handbag from underneath her car, placed it in the foot well and drove home. 
 
Advise Paula and Harriet of their potential criminal liability, along with any defenses that may apply.
Paula was invited by Christine into her house in good faith, but polar had other intentions in her mind that was triggering the man's real, Christine is clearly the victim of the whole scenario. Depending on what kind of evidence there was at the time of the crime taking place at Christine's oh the whole case would depend on those evidence,
As the evidence is required by the court of law to prosecute someone for stealing, at this point we do not know exactly what evidence or witnesses if there is any relying on Christine's case of prosecuting Paula for theft of the bag.



[bookmark: _Int_pCVqCyvG]Actus reuse and men’s rea was clearly taught in the lectures by our tutor where we learnt that actus Reus is the actual act of the crime that take place and the men’s rea is the thought of the crime, the intention of committing the crime, in this case study both men’s rea and actus reus exists with Paula as she thought of taking the bag without Christine’s consent and steals the bag.
Both actus Reus and men’s rea exists with Leaon, he thought of spiking Harriot's drink with vodka and spikes her drink knowing the consequences. 
Paula’s intention (men's rea and actus reus, under the law of theft act 1968, Definition of “theft”) 
Definition of one basic theft.
One is guilty of theft if they dishonestly appropriate property belonging to someone else, with the intention of depriving permanently, the other one is “thief” and “steal” may be construed accordingly.
 It is immaterial whether the appropriation is made with a view to gain or is made for the thief’s own benefit.
The five following sections of this Act shall have effect as regards the interpretation and operation of this section (and, except as otherwise provided by this Act, shall apply only for purposes of this section)
 Dishonestly, Appropriation committed by anyone of any property belonging to someone else may not to be considered dishonest.
if he appropriates the property in the belief that he has the legal right to deprive the of it, on behalf of himself or of a third person; or
If he appropriates the property believing that they would have the consent of the other parties. if the other party knew of the appropriation and the circumstances.
A person’s appropriation of property belonging to another may be dishonest notwithstanding that he is willing to pay for the property.
Where property is subject, the parties to whom it belongs shall be regarded as including any person having a right to it, and an intention to defeat shall be regarded accordingly as an intention to deprive of the property anyone having the right.
Where one receives property from or one of another and is under obligation to the other to retain and deal with that property in a particular way, the property or proceeds shall be regarded.
A person appropriating property belonging to another without meaning the other permanently to lose the thing itself is nevertheless to be regarded as having the intention of permanently depriving the other of it if his intention is to treat the thing as his own to dispose of regardless of the other’s rights; and a borrowing or lending of it may amount to so treating it if, but only if, the borrowing or lending is for a period and in circumstances making it equivalent to an outright taking or disposal.
Without prejudice to the generality of subsection (1) above, where a person, having possession or control (lawfully or not) of property belonging to another, parts with the property under a condition as to its return which he may not be able to perform, this (if done for purposes of his own and without the other’s authority) amounts to treating the property as his own to dispose of regardless of the other’s rights.
A person guilty of theft shall on conviction on indictment be liable to imprisonment for a term not exceeding
theft of someone else's property (handbag) removing with appropriation of the property belonging to another, was clearly obvious that she had her eyes on Christine's expensive designer handbag, 
Harriot was obviously allergic to alcohol for which there was no Actus reus or men's rea for the damage she caused to Christine's house or the damage to Daniels cheek bone, however she did hit Daniel, as Leon spiked her drink with vodka that’s the reason why she began smashing the large panes of glass in the bi-fold doors of Christine's kitchen and Harriot also hit one of the other guests (Daniel) in the face, causing a broken cheek bone caused the drink from which she began suffering from hallucinations, 
Leaon on the other hand had the men's rea to spike the drink with vodka to cause Harriot health to react to the alcohol which she is allergic to, there is no single offence that covers spiking. Instead, a range of more general offences can potentially be used to prosecute perpetrators, such as the offence of administering a substance with intent. There have been calls to introduce a specific offence of spiking.
Drink spiking is when someone puts drugs or alcohol into your drink without you knowing. The drugs used are mind-altering substances that affect how you behave. So-called 'date rape drugs' may be used to spike a drink before a sexual assault. They are the most common drugs used to spike drinks. In this case Leaon's intention was not good towards Harriot as she could have been a victim of date rape.
Most date rape drugs take effect within 30 minutes, and symptoms usually last for several hours.
But if you pass out, it will be hard to know the full effect. You may still feel some of the symptoms of a date rape drug after a night's sleep.
Although your symptoms will depend on which substance has been used, they usually include some of the following:
lowered inhibitions, difficulty concentrating or speaking, loss of balance and finding it hard to move, visual problems, particularly blurred vision, memory loss (amnesia) or 'blackouts'
feeling confused or disorientated, particularly after waking up (if you have been asleep)
paranoia (a feeling of fear or distrust of others) hallucinations (seeing, hearing, or touching things that are not there) or having an 'out of body' experience, nausea and vomiting, unconsciousness
Alcohol is the most common date rape drug. It can be added to a soft (non-alcoholic) drink without you knowing. Or double measures can be used instead of singles. If you have had a drink already, you may find it harder to tell how much alcohol you are drinking.
The effects of alcohol will depend on how much you drink and if you have been drinking already.
 Gamma-hydroxybutyrate and gamma-butyrolactone Gamma-hydroxybutyrate (GHB) usually comes in the form of a slightly oily, colorless liquid. It also comes, less often, as a powder. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]Gamma-butyrolactone (GBL) is a more basic form of GHB. It is another date rape drug. It comes in liquid form and is found in some household products. After entering the body, GBL changes into GHB.
 Only an exceedingly small amount of GHB is needed to have an effect. It can be dissolved easily into other liquids. GHB has an unpleasant taste and a weak Odors. you are unlikely to notice it in exceedingly small doses or when it is mixed with a strong-flavored drink.
Spiking is illegal under current laws, for example the Sexual Offences Act 2003, which says it is an offence to administer a substance to another person without their consent, with the intention of "stupefying or overpowering" them so as to enable any other person to engage in sexual activity with them.11 Jan 2023
In its response to the Home Affairs Committee the Government committed to reporting to Parliament by 26 October 2022 on whether it intends to introduce a specific criminal offence for spiking. However, this report has been delayed due to changes in Government and the death of Her Late Majesty Queen Elizabeth II.
The Government is also due to publish a wider report on the nature and prevalence of spiking by 28 April 2023, as required by section 71 of the Police, Crime, Sentencing and Courts Act 2022. The report will also set out any steps the Government has taken or intends to take in relation to spiking.

The Government’s response to the Home Affairs Committee’s report sets out a range of non-legislative actions it is taking to tackle spiking, including liaising with police on data collection, working with the Crown Prosecution Service on victim support, a communications campaign timed to coincide with the start of the university year, and engaging with industry and licensing authorities.  
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