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Introduction
This report presents the study of quantitative data collection in which I have collected based on the question of how the general public affect the outdoor industry in terms of dangers and perception of risk. I have chosen to use the research method of quantitative data collection. With this method I am able to gather a large amount of data which will be analysed and presented in series of tables and graphs to present the findings in the most appropriate and effective manner, in order for the information to be easily understandable by the reader. I will also be speaking about the number of different techniques there are within quantitative data research and the benefits of using quantitative over qualitative for different kinds of research (Aleen-Meares, 1990). 
Procedures
The research method in which I have chosen to use is the quantitative data collection, which means that I will create a questionnaire. Within the questionnaire the answers will require the participants to check between one and 3 boxes. This means if 5 people tick box A for example, then these people are in agreeance. However, if 3 other participants box B then a difference in opinion or disagreement is seen. From this, I will be able to find out averages by comparing the data. Bryman (2012, p. 35) describes quantitative research as, “A research strategy that emphasises quantification in the collection and analysis of data.” This put simply, means that quantitative research implies that the data collected will add up to something, to give raw, interpretable data (Bailey, 2008). The research method, which is quantitative, attempts to look at the answers to the questions starting with how many, how much, to what extent (Goertzen, 2017). Whereas, when carrying out qualitative research the answer is longer and with much more depth which means the data is highly detailed and will tend to be first-hand information (Clayton, 2020). Quantitative research deals in numbers, logic and has an objective stance (Winter, 2000). 
There are a number of key features when it comes to quantitative data collection, such as that the results are based on a larger sample size, the questions that are being asked have a specific answer in which the researcher wants the answers to, the way the data is collected is through questionnaires or a computer software to collect the numerical data (Watson, 2015). The main point of quantitative research is to gain a vast amount of numerical data which can then be constructed into statistical models to explain what is observed throughout the research (King, 2000).
I have decided to make use of both bar and pie charts in order to display the data in the most appropriate way. This type of data visualization removes the need for readers to examine the numbers themselves and is a good way of introducing data that might otherwise appear in a table (Kolodziej & Hesse, 2016). I have used bar charts because they are able to clarify and present trends more effectively than tables do (Spalding University, 2020). These bar charts condense a large amount of data into a visual format which makes it easier to analyse (Spalding University, 2020).
Data Analysis
It is important to recognise that data collection was limited due to the current pandemic, this resulted in a lowered participant number.
[image: ]Of the 20 participants who have filled out the questionnaire online I was able to gather limited but credible findings. There were several questions in which I have used in my questionnaire and the responses received were analysed. The analysis of the data will follow to ensure that the data is explained properly and to compare what my expectations were compared to the actual answers.  






Figure 1. Participants perception of experience level.
As shown in figure 1, out of a possible 20 participants, 13 people consider themselves to be at a novice experience level, 4 people believe that they are skilled and another 3 believe that they are advanced. This can be misleading because different people have different perceptions of what a novice, skilled or and advanced could be. From this information I am able to establish is perceived experience level is influential in both frequency of participation and knowledge in relation to outdoor acitivty.
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Figure 2. Frequency of hiking within the participants.
[image: ]As you can see from this figure, more people take part in hiking once a week than they do any other amount. This may be because a number of the people who filled out the questionnaire were considered novices and they do not go walking as much. Not as many people are going hiking more than once a week and that is fair enough because people have jobs and things throughout the week and other responsibilities.






Figure 3. How influential is the news on respondent’s participation?
This figure shows that overall, a news outlet would influence the participation of the general public. Through the analysis of data 90% of people would change their mind about visiting a certain location or stop going outdoors because of something they would hear on the news such as an injury in a specific place. However, there are a lot of reason behind this. If for example, the respondent was a novice hiker then they might be put off by bad press on a specific route and worry that they would then be in the same danger. 
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Figure 4. Percentage of participants living in a rural area.
By gathering this data an understanding of accessibility can be obtained. A correlation can be seen between the respondent’s perception of experience level and not living in a ruraly area, which supports the theory that accessibility is highly influential on participation. This has shown that if you live in a rural area you are more likely to be able to have the access and do more hiking because of the location that you are in. 
[image: ]
Figure 5. Participants experience of misadventure.
This figure shows that 95% of people who took this questionnaire have never experienced a misadventure. When you compare this with the amount of people who would no longer venture outdoors because of the news, it is clear that many people listen to the news and think that it must be dangerous so they stay indoors even if 95% of the people have never experienced a misadventure. On the other hand, it can be said that people may just be taking the necessary precautions that they should do when undertaking outdoor activities, without further detail into this it cannot be used effectively.  
[image: ]

Figure 6. Participants thoughts on accessibility within the national parks.
The data collected from the participants shows a 50/50 split, with10 people agree that the national parks could do more to make hiking more accessible the remaining 10 disagreeing. This is an indication that it is an area of concern. However, a question I should have also added was how, because all that can be determined people’s views without receiving information as to what strategies could be put into place to elicit positive change in outdoor exercising habits.
Conclusion 
Through my findings I have concluded that the majority of the public do believe that they are novice hikers and to support this, a number of people who had filled out the questionnaire have failed to pick the necessary equipment to take with them. This puts them at heightened risk of misadventure and is a common cause of injury and even fatality (Priest, 1987). I was also surprised to find that a number of people would not think to take a first aid kit with them on a day of hiking. This is very worrying because the natural environment is ever changing and unpredictable and preparedness is key (Lee, 2012). It is those people who are unprepared and sustain injury that wrongly influence participation when published in the news (Correa, 2019). I do however believe that I should have taken more data in then we would have a higher number of data to analyse. 
My research question ‘How does the lack of preparation of the general public affect the outdoor industry?’ was not answered conclusively and therefore, further research is needed to support this study. Carrying out a literature review would allow for a potential correlation between this set of results and other researcher’s findings to be seen, therefore giving this research more credibility. If I were to conduct this study again, I would have planned out my questions more effectively to ask more in depth questions in order to collect data which can be used to create and suggest strategies that combat the issues faced by the general public. I also believe that the sample size was far too small to find any sort of correlation between the data, more participants would mean that we would possibly get a more meaningful set of data which can be used efficiently. However, due to the pandemic, this was out of my control.
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