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Introduction

Within this portfolio you will find information on how Wales, a country of culture, customs and language, has developed over the years, to support and educate our new generations on its identity. New government policies and action plans, being implemented to address issues of the nation’s language, history and culture. The Welsh assembly have produced a new Curriculum Cymreig and Cymraeg 2050 plan, to support with the country’s history and language throughout the country, this portfolio will also look at what schools are doing to support it and project the Welsh language, customs and history into the new generation of Wales. 
	Wales has come along way over the last few centuries, from having the native language being on the verge of extinction from previous government leaders, to now being the governments highest priority. Funding being poured into Welsh-medium schools to protect the language, and where the funding is being used at the correct targeted audience, and how the community is involved in projects to help this action plan further. 















Welsh language and culture

The history of the Welsh Language over the past few centuries has been a complex one, from a nation with its own unique identity, language and customs, to then being forced to obtain a new language to suit others and their needs for understanding, instead adapting to the customs and language of Wales. 
	Within the late 19th century and early 20th century, the Welsh Not was established in Welsh schools, as a punishment for any child speaking their native language. The plank of wood tied to a string with the letters WN (Welsh Not) would hang round the neck of a child, who spoke Welsh throughout the day and passed on to any other child who in turn would speak in Welsh, at the end of the schooling day, the final person with this notice would take a lashing  performed by teachers (News@Wrexham, 2014). This form of negative punishment, led the young generation to turn away from their native Welsh language to speak a more popular and in demand language, English (Logan, 2024).  
	When the Welsh Not was implemented into the school system, the percentage of the Welsh language spoken throughout Wales dropped significantly, with the migration of non-Welsh speakers moving into the country for job opportunities and the government’s desire of an English education (Rowlands, 2024). Welsh became more unspoken in more industrial parts of Wales (Cardiff) but still thrived in agricultural areas (Arfor, 2020), as the language was passed down from generation to generation, keeping the language alive (Kurt,2020). In the most recent Census, the estimated number of Welsh speakers in Wales is currently up to 538,300, with the majority being younger females (Welsh Government, 2023). The Welsh language is mainly spoken in the West and Northern part of Wales (Welsh Language Commissioner, n.d.). 
However, in recent years the Welsh Government have now put the Welsh Language as high priority in their agenda. The new action plan is to promote the Welsh language throughout the 3.2 million people of Wales, and to gain 1 million fluent Welsh speakers by 2050 (Welsh Government, 2024). A new curriculum has been developed across Wales, for this generation to have a better understanding of the Welsh history, customs and its language (ACCAC, 2003). Identifying and knowing key moments in the nations history and understanding why Welsh was considered a ‘dying language’, and for this reason, the purpose of the government’s policies, funding and action plan (Somers, 2018).
	Over £3,340 million was for school expenditure in Wales in 2023-2024 (Statistic for Wales, 2023), with previous years the government spending an extra £30 million for Welsh-medium school as well the construction of 170 new Welsh-medium schools and projects to support Cymraeg 2050 (Welsh Government, 2021). The new Welsh Language and Education (Wales) Bill 2024, states that local authorities will be given a guideline within the Local Welsh in Education Strategy Plan, to implement as much Welsh language throughout their schools in their region, depending on local factors in the community depends on the amount of drive (Welsh Government, 2024). 		
	Forming the increase of the Welsh language and culture, by these action plans, can create a sense of equality throughout such a great diversity of people living in Wales. With 5.4% of the population having no Nationality related to Wales or the UK (Welsh Government, 2022).  Strategies have been put in place, to bring in external companies and speakers, to communicate with pupils and offer experiences where the children can develop their knowledge, social skills and life experiences all through the medium of Welsh. Estyn have put in place, teachers to share resources of how parents can help their children develop their Welsh language skills and knowledge from home, encouraging the community to get involved (Estyn, 2023). There are many companies throughout Wales in support of Cymraeg 2050, by supporting the community develop their language skills, and not just for school aged children. Offering assistance and advice for businesses and planning events to promote the Welsh language and it’s heritage (Mentrau Iaith, n.d.).	
	School’s efforts to try and encourage pupils to take part in Welsh culture and their competitions, has been shown in the record-breaking entries in the latest National Urdd Eisteddfod, registering 100.454 young people in over 400 events (Favourido, 2024). Many schools have taken part in Siarter Iaith, implementing Welsh language in all aspects of the school and injecting it into their development plans. Schools are joining together to help further the development of young people speaking Welsh throughout their educational journey and making the transition from primary to secondary easier and more fluid (Welsh Government, 2024).	
	In contrast to all efforts being made to help the Welsh language excel, there is a low number of Welsh speaking teacher available. Without correct staff and language skills, the Government’s desire to reach 1 million Welsh speaker by 2050 is in great jeopardy (Wightwick,2024).
With pros and cons of the Government’s desire to increase the Welsh language and culture into the population, many things need to be adjusted and worked upon to reach this target. However, the majority of the Welsh population are in agreeance with this action plan (Nation Cymru, 2022), therefore it could be said that Wales has a great sense of patriotism and that the people are wanting and willing to understand their native language, history and culture better. That willingness should in hopes and theory reach that set target in time.



















Promoting Welsh Language within an Education setting

Many school today within Wales, are creating development plan to increase the number of Welsh speakers within their setting in accordance with the Welsh governments thrive of Cymraeg 2025. Many have taken upon using small simple steps where Welsh language can be used daily/week subjected to their age range. 

Sut mae’r Tywydd Heddiw? What’s the weather today?
In an early year setting, many schools start the day by asking children what is the weather today? In order for them to recognise their surroundings and be able to development their language and description. This could be seen as a prime example of implementing the Welsh language, for something they could recognise and repeat every day (Skinner, 1957), which in return broaden and develop the language of children at a young age. Children are asked (in Welsh) what is the weather today? And as a class they are able to look outside and converse what they individually think what the weather is like at present. Once the children are in a majority of agreeance, a individual can place the relevant picture card on the today’s weather board (see appendix 1). 

Seren yr Wythnos/Star of the Week
Star of the Week (Seren yr Wythnos) is a positive reinforcement of good behaviour and achievement through the medium of Welsh (Boutros, n.d.). It can recognise academic achievement or personal achievement within a school setting and being rewarded publicly. Children may receive a Seren yr Wythnos certificate, (see appendix 2) infront of a school assembly at the end of the week, so other can recognise their positive behaviour and strive to reach the same goal, whilst also recognising Welsh words in a positive way. 


Can Bore Da / Good Morning Song
Educating young children through song is an enjoyable and rememberable way of developing their language skills and creative skills (Džanić, 2016). Singing a good morning song to/with friends, not only increases their vocabulary, which can be used in conversations, but can establish a bonding relationship between a group. This activity can be used at the start of the schooling day, to welcome pupil and gain their immediate attention, whilst incorporating Welsh into their day, encouraging them to use it when possible. 

Dydd Gwyl Dewi Sant/St Davids Day
Most school setting across Wales take part in the country’s named praton saint’s day, St David, on the 1st March. Children are encouraged to wear the traditional Welsh costumes or anything red to represent the nations Welsh dragon. This day is then filled with all Welsh traditions, customs, history and mainly language. Children learn about the history of St David and why we celebrate it, along with taste testing Welsh food, such as welshcakes, cawl and bara brith. Many school take part in the tradition of Welsh folk dancing, learning a dance whilst listening to the traditional songs that accompanies them. 

Chwarae ym Gymraeg/ Play in Welsh
As part of the Urdd and a strive for Welsh language to be used throughout all aspects of school life. This workshop is delivered to a small group of children, to develop their sporting skills through the medium of Welsh. The children become Chwarae ym Gymraeg Ambassadors and learn how to encourage others to speak Welsh in sport during breaks, with resources available to them to help recruit others to join (Harter, 2019). 






Evaluation
In evaluation to this portfolio, it is clear that the Welsh government and the majority of the population are striving to secure the identity of the Wales, it’s language, history and culture. With various new policies, action plans and numerous companies putting Welsh at such a high priority and encouraging the younger generation to get involved, and to have a passion for the country and its language. 
The progression of the number of fluent Welsh speaker is lowly increasing, however more effort needs to be made to in implementing Welsh into the community and not just for school age children. Parents need to have the willingness to continue the education and language skills at home, in order for them to practise their new skills. 
The advantages of doing the Tywydd Heddiw, is expanding their vocabulary and conversation skills, however it is a very limited display board. The board could be expanded to represent temperature as well as weather, which could incorporate numbers into the scheme, further expending the Welsh language learning. 
	Seren yr Wythnos is an extremely positive reward for all pupils who achieve it, lifting moral and self-worth and sense of achievement. Furthermore, apart from receiving the certificate in Welsh, that is as far as the Welsh language is displayed during this award, unless demonstrated in a Welsh-medium school. 
	There are many advantages to singing the Bore Da song amongst children, it can develop their language skills, creative skills and teamwork skills. The song is repetitive which can be easier for the early year’s pupils to remember and learn the meaning of each word within the song. It can then be developed further into conversation and broadening their answers to questions within the song, as well as developing their vocabulary within the Welsh language.
St David’s day is a day to represent all things Welsh, schools must take this and really target the children into learning the history, culture and language. The advantages are seeing Welsh costumes, taste testing, learning the history of St David and the culture of Wales, however this should not be limited to one day, Welsh culture should be implemented into daily/weekly school life, whether it be and extra-curricular activity of tradition folk dancing, Welsh folk tales for story time, colouring sheets related to Welsh culture for younger years. Having these small changes will have children in constant reminder of the Welsh history and culture, which in return could get the children asking questions, developing their knowledge and understanding of Wales (Hearth, n.d.). The use of Welsh related items could be used in other areas of learning (Maths for counting) 
Chwarae ym Gymraeg brings sport and Welsh together, this is a good chance for children to do something that many enjoy and incorporate the language to expand their skills amongst peers, in hopes that children will then take these skills and project them into the community in other areas of play and conversation. This agenda is more on the willingness of the children and their peers, the disadvantage is that the children may find conversing in English easier during sport and play.
With all of these projects and tasks being performed in Welsh schools today, this is a good start to projecting the Welsh language back into a young generation, having not only lessons but extra-curricular activities as well, children learn more when enjoying themselves with peers (Shukla, 2023). Small changes within the school can really push the Welsh language to become more dominate, rewarding children on hearing Welsh language could be implemented with the hopes an inner competition between friends arise and the Welsh language can thrive. However, with the backing of the government and the majority of the country, the Welsh language and culture is of in the highest importance to the people and restoring the identity of Wales to the world.
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