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Part 1
In Iceland and other countries with similar origins, they have developed an understanding that children should play outdoor in their lifetime. There were scholars who had written governmental documents which had explained the benefits of children playing outdoors. In the curriculum guidelines, they put emphasise on how the outdoors is a beneficial learning environment as it helps to have a better understanding of the natural world, and as a place where one can do a great many actions such as exercising and living healthily according to Nordahl and Johannesson (2013).
[bookmark: _Int_V4ZBGFFd]This emphasises on outdoors has occurred for a long time in Iceland for children aged one to six and they play outside every day, in schools for children of six to sixteen they only get to ply with their friends during playtimes/breaks. We do not know much about what the teachers do outside of help learning but it is believed that the learning style will vary depending on the teachers that are teaching and the school. However, there are signs that in Iceland, teachers are more commonly teaching outside and in Reykjavik, the capital seventy percent of schools says that they do outside education quite a bit. Oladottir,(2008).
Part 2A
[bookmark: _Int_OjhlQmBE][bookmark: _Int_khycuhA8]This essay is about the forest schools. The definition of the forest school has been made by the forest school network in which it is explained as ‘‘it is an inspirational process that offers children, young people and adults, regular opportunities to achieve and develop confidence and self-esteem through hands on learning experiences in a woodland environment’’. Murray and O'brien, (2006). People are worried about children in school now they do not go to woodland and green areas like their parents did due to the worry of something happening to the children and the increase of indoor activities, so is believed to be by Murray and O’brien. Research has been conducted and found that if children do not go outdoors and experience nature in their younger years, they will not go out of their way to experience nature and lose out on the physical and emotional benefits from being out in nature. Ward, Thompson, Aspinall, Bell, and others (2004). That is because learning outdoors is vastly different to learning in a classroom environment and the Welsh government is encouraging teachers to do forest schools in their own schools now, in the foundation phase.



Part 2B 
1. If you fail to acknowledge the source of your information in academic writing, you could be accused of plagiarism which is the act of stealing the credit of other people’s work through a quote, a thought process, an opinion, and other things of similar academic value. The main reason one should avoid plagiarism including students, is that through committing plagiarism you, the writer is not forming your own opinion or view on the topic making it not yours and depending on what you are using the plagiarised work for could set you back greatly. for example, if you were authoring a thesis and was not properly referencing the people you have quoted then the work you have done would be rejected, turned down or you may not get another chance to present a thesis again due to the belief that you would plagiarise again.
2. When referencing a quotation, you do not just reference the quotation alone but also reference the person who said the quote to give credit to the person and avoid plagiarism, the year that the quote was said as to show if the quote is still reliable and relevant due to information always changing and where the quote was found from such as an article, book, newspaper, or similar sources. 
3. Wikipedia is not a reliable source of information due to people being able to alter the data in Wikipedia and give out false data in which makes Wikipedia unreliable for research and data collection if you wanted the correct facts or quotations. One of the many pages of Wikipedia which is frequently edited by people who find it amusing are the pages relating to Jesus Christ, the catholic church, the United States and George W. Bush. Wikipedia is not a useful information centre for academic assignment in which you need accurate information and quotations. However, if the assignment is about the everchanging internet and fake information then Wikipedia is a good reference to use due to the constant editing of the pages by people.
4. A long quotation is when you write a quote longer that four lines. There is four rules or steps to follow when making a long quotation; the first step is to end the prior sentence with a colon to indicate that the quote is separate from the previous sentence. The next step is to have it half an inch below the previous sentence and to make it look like its own paragraph. Following that would be ensuring that there are no quotation marks around the quote. And finally, the full stop comes before the citations unlike regular quotes where it is the opposite.
5. To start researching for an academic assignment, you would first look for reliable sources of information which are relevant. One of such ways is to use a library and uses the books with the relevant information and this is suitable as it would have an author and a date it was publish and the information in it cannot be altered by people who are messing around. Another suitable means would be articles and journals published by distinguished people of the topic as their words have a lot of value due to being in the circle for long time. However, one would need to be careful as it could contain bias information lowering the reliability of it. There are also videos and images that could be useful however it can be altered or could be seen differently depending on the person that is using the source for information, making it reliable but also unreliable depending on the person.
Part 3
 The journal article was written by Emma Smith (2005), in which she titled the article as schooled to fail? The underachievement of Wales. In the journal article she speaks of the current state of the Welsh curriculum and how the current state of the educational system for the students of Wales leads to be classed as ‘underachieving’ and talks about how we are compared to other European countries. From what can be perceived from the journal article the aim of the article is to show that Wales is not underachieving compared to England and other European countries but are hitting the required grades to be above ‘underachieving,’ while showing the methods people used to classify Wales as underachieving is incorrect and not accurate.
From reading the journal article, I have formed the thought that the key argument of the article is that comparing the whole of England with a population of fifty million at the time compared to Wales’ population of around six million, gave inaccurate data and made the conclusion that Wales was underachieving in terms of GCSE results a lot less reliable than previously thought. To make a better comparison, Emma Smith used the northeast of England which had a population like Wales and similar economic growth and conditions, as a better comparison as to see whether Wales was underachieving, or the previous data was incorrect and that Welsh students are not ‘’schooled to fail’’. (Reynolds and Murgatroyd, 1981)
From what I have seen and read there are many good points related to the journal article and there are somethings I find not as good. There is effective use of paragraphs, and you can clearly distinguish what is one paragraph and the next paragraph however the paragraphs are exceedingly long and for some readers may be too long for what they may be used to. There are some links between the paragraphs such as ‘on the other hand’ showing that it is taking on both sides of the argument. There is also the multiple uses of graphs, diagrams and tables showing statistics between Wales, northeast England, the whole of England and the United Kingdom such as the allowances of people in each category, the housing cost, and the differences in education results of boys and girls.
After reading the journal article I have found it to be more a formal tone and more directed towards the experts of the education circle as if it was meant to be used for secondary school students or lower, then the tone would be less formal and the wording of the paragraphs and the complexities of some the words would be something that most students would not know the meaning of what is being said. It is clear about the message in the entire journal on whether Wales is underachieving or not and goes into depth to persuade people to open the mind and think for themselves based on the information provided whether Wales is underachieving or the former research into this matter was lacking the correct information. There is plenty of objective language used as the most important support for this journal article is the facts and statistics and there seems to be no subjective language as this as previously mentioned is a journal focused on the facts and statistics.
The journal article is noticeably clear on what it is the problem in which the idea that people believe that Wales is underachieving in their GCSE examinations and other important examinations. The claims the come from Emma Smith are that Wales is not underachieving in terms of their grades, but it was because of poor matching with other European countries which had several times if not several dozen times the population which would show Wales in a poor light, however, Emma Smith used northeast England’s examination results and compared them to each other to see if there is proof of Wales underachieving or it was false data. The text primarily uses statistics and graphs as its main form of evidence and terms of effectiveness of the evidence, it would be thought of as extraordinarily convincing evidence with helpful links between evidence and the text however, the article, if used now as evidence to support something recently it would not be as strong due to the continuous changes in the world. The conclusions that can be made from the article would be that the previous data relating to the idea that Wales is underachieving would need to be looked over again and changed and the article shows clearly that Wales was not underachieving as it compared population of equivalent size from another nation and found they had comparable results. I find the conclusion to be justified as the conclusion is not bias to one side of topic but talks about both and show evidence with what is said so it is not bias but being factual about their opinion.
From the article I have formulated the opinion that the journal article is clear about what it focuses on and helped with understanding that Wales was not underachieving but was unfairly compared to a country with a much larger population and more people gaining better results. If you look at the article, then the links between the evidence and the text is strong and go hand in hand with one another and each piece of information in the text has something to support it being said such as a quote, a graph or some statistics which gives the reader a clearer understanding of what is being said. Overall, I would consider this as appropriate for an academic article as it is formal, clear, and factual based and while there is persuasive language in the article, it is used to widen the eyes of the reader and make them think a bit more than normal which is beneficial as it helps the reader absorb more of the information and make more sense of what is being said.
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