Mock court case
This trial is about Jerome Ellis aged 14. He is being prosecuted for murder of his stepdad, Neil Tulley aged 54 along side his older brother, Joshua Ellis. This case will be specifically focused on Jerome and the services that should have been on his side and helped way before this situation got out of hand. 
[bookmark: _Hlk37600958]Staffordshire Social services team – Social services are a state institution that are here to help children and families if needed. They are subject to help and if worst case, take children for safety measures. Social services work closely with the government, courts and local council to try and prevent as much harm to children and families as possible. They are a service that is very much required and has been around for a long period of time.
The aim of social services is to.[footnoteRef:1] [1:  Staffordshire County Council, ‘Families First Service Overview’, https://www.staffordshire.gov.uk/Care-for-children-and-families/Familiesfirstpartners/Familiesfirstserviceoverview.aspx [Accessed 20/04/2020]] 

· Help children if they are in a crisis. 
· Help where parents refuse or are consistently not able to cooperate. 
· Help children who have complex disabilities which may need additional help of the parent’s hands.
· Help when there is parental resistance and lack of support mechanisms which result in children suffering or likely to be suffering harm.
· Help children to make sure those who are offending and subject to a court order are sticking to it.
· Help children who have serious unmet enduring health, development and/or learning needs (Children in need defined by section 17 of the Children Act 1989)
Social services had previously been involved in Jerome’s life after the stepdad, Neil attempted to murder the older brother Joshua with an axe. But charges got dropped of attempted murder and he returned to the family home like normal one evening. Social services stuck around for a while longer to make sure the youngest members of the family were being taken care of properly.
Jerome got into a fight at school with another child meaning social services had to go into school as well as the parents. They failed as a service by having both the stepdad and Jerome in the same room when asking Jerome if everything was going ok at home which he should have been taken out of the room. The service should have spoken to Jerome in private to investigate why he lashed out as this was only a couple of days prior to the incident of murder. They should have not cleared the family as quick as they did and should have understood the trauma mentally and physically to all members of the family.
The reasoning behind social services dropping their case was because they seemed happier because they had their dad back, so they dropped the case as they deemed not in danger.
NSPCC – This should have been a line of possible access for Jerome if he knew about it. NSPCC is an organisation which helps children and families if needed. They have child lines which children can call without it coming onto the phone bill and parents can also access this. NSPCC are there for every need and if a child or family needs them, they will act.

The NSPCC aim is to.[footnoteRef:2] [2:  NSPCC, ‘Policy and Influencing’, https://www.nspcc.org.uk/what-we-do/policy-influencing/ [Accessed 20/04/2020]] 

· Promote the best interests of children that get in touch.
· Make sure children are confident in that their wishes are will be listened to, feel they can ask for help and feel able to trust staff with disclosures of abuse or neglect.
· Make sure families feel able to ask for help without fear that it will lead to a stigmatising intervention from statutory services.
· Adults including professionals working with children can recognise abuse and to respond appropriately.
· Early help is available to offer support and advice when problems first arise.
If Jerome had known that the NSPCC was around and available to him, this may have changed things knowing he had a support network behind him and that he was not being attacked the whole time. Knowing he could have someone he might have been able to trust would have changed things massively.
Teachers/school safeguarding – Anyone who has contact with children must follow the up to date safeguarding rules and regulations given by the government which is updated every year. In an incident like this, investigating what the school and teachers have picked up and said will be important as they should be the first to see issues that arise.  
The aim of the general safeguarding is.
· To promote the welfare of children in their care.
· Everyone in contact with children have a responsibility and a role to help.
· To protect children from maltreatment.
· To prevent impairment of children’s health or development.
· To ensure that children grow up in circumstances consistent with the provision of safe and effective care.
· To take action to enable all children to have the best outcomes.
Teachers and the school were aware of what was happening with the family. Jerome’s English teacher encouraged him to get the school fund which he proceeded to spend on his siblings when the money was supposed to be for him to buy new clothes which they were aware but never reported this. In his class he stayed quiet despite others picking on him saying that he smelt bad and never took a wash. His teachers from the school mentioned he was also a career for his mother and younger siblings. Showing he was taking almost full responsibility for everyone in his household which is of course a huge ask for a fourteen-year-old. In court his teacher also mentioned that he was a kind and gentle soul.[footnoteRef:3] [3:  Department of education, Keeping Children Safe In Education Statutory Guidance For Schools And Colleges, 2019, pp. 5-6] 

Police – The police are one of the most important contacts everyone has access to. They have a duty to protect everyone no matter what has happened prior. Police also follow safeguarding when they are working because they will be in some form of contact with children. They have a responsibility to help and provide as best as possible for the community they work for.
The aim of the police priorities is.[footnoteRef:4] [4:  West Mercia Police, ‘Our Policing Priorities’, https://cms.westmercia.police.uk/ourpolicingpriorities [Accessed 20/04/2020]] 

· Safer people – serious and organised crimes stopped. Child sexual exploitation stopped.
· Safer homes – domestic abuse stopped. Burglary stopped.
· Safer roads – death and injury on our roads stopped. Stopping traveling crimes.
· Problem solving on all these areas
· Focus on being victim based so taking the victim serious.
· Reduce vulnerability
· Educate everyone they can.
· The outcome. Safer communities, improved service, reduced crime and a strong confident workforce.
The police were involved in this case from the start. Jerome’s stepdad had attempted to murder his older brother using an axe. Everyone in the household witnessed this and Jerome manged to grab the axe and run off before any serious damage happened. The charges were dropped for attempted murder and the stepdad came back to the family house like normal. The police did not help from then on. They did not check in on the household at any time despite the victim and offender were in the same household which must have raised issues. This clearly is not what people expected from the force who is supposed to protect them all.
Parents – As a parent, from the first day of having that child with you, you become highly responsible. That is your child and no one else’s. when you become a parent, you accept the role of being a provider for the child until they are eighteen, no matter what happens. By law, and shown on the government website, parents have a list of rules they must follow being a career to their child.
The rights that parents have are as followed.[footnoteRef:5] [5:  UK Government, ‘Parental Rights and Responsibilities’, https://www.gov.uk/parental-rights-responsibilities [Accessed 20/04/2020]] 

· Provide a home for their child until they become of age to do so themselves.
· Protect and maintain their child of their need.
· Discipline their child whether that’s not following school rules or government.
· Choosing and providing for their child’s education.
· Agreeing to their child’s medical treatment that may be needed.
· Naming their child and agreeing to any changes of name if this came up.
· Looking after their child’s property.
Jerome previously lived with his dad but turned up to his mom’s house one evening to come and live with his mom, stepdad and siblings. His mother failed to protect Jerome from his stepdad when he lashed out and he was also the care giver to all the younger children in the house and cooked for them all if needed. Jerome had no property; he had a duvet on the floor and that was all as they did not meet his needs like providing clothes other than school uniform nor a satisfied place to be able to rest properly.
Judge – A judge is who decides what happens in court. They are the leader of the assigned case and overrule what is being said. The judge’s role is to hear what is being presented to them and take into fact the laws and how this may be not following said rules. In the case with Jerome, if the defence or prosecution asks questions that seem irrelevant or too far, they are the ones that can tell them that it isn’t acceptable and will not be answered. Judges are the head meaning that all information said must be heard and understood from all sides of the court.
Defence – The defence are people who help the defendant. On Jerome’s case, he will have a defence lawyer and team behind him who will help trying to get the best outcome possible for him. They will use examples of what may have happened, so they child’s side of the situation and pull in the teachers and ask if they had found anything or if something was wrong. The defence try and stay as strong for the defendant and battle as much as possible, they ask questions and dig into the other side as hard as possible. One of the main areas that the defence could have taken would have been that who took responsibility for Jerome.
Prosecution – The prosecution is typically on the other side of the situation. For this case the prosecution is defending Jerome’s stepdad and how this was unfair to him and the possibilities that they got the situation wrong. They will do as best they can again to gain the best result for their side of the argument. The prosecution will dig and argue as much as possible to gain the again best possible outcome for the person they are standing for. With the case, the prosecution who is defending Jerome’s stepdad would be proposing how he was asleep and did not provoke the attack. 
Jerome – Jerome was a fourteen-year-old when this event in his life took part. Being in his teenage years, his brain is not yet fully functioning as an adult. As a child, he is more prone to being emotional and would have lost control rather than planning the attack which more likely the mind of an adult may have done. Jerome was being charged for murder of his stepdad. Jerome was in a panic due to his older brother coming to his room in a panic stating their stepdad was threatening to get the axe out again, which lead to the attack. In this Jerome should not have been tried and convicted as an adult due to professionals stating the core decision of the mind is not developed until you are an official adult.
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