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A response to an article that provides evidence of sound knowledge and understanding of themes related to the teaching of Welsh in the English medium sector.
The article titled 'Welsh Second Language within our new curriculum’, written by Huw Lewis talks about the importance of welsh in English-medium schools. There are many implications that have been put in place in order to reform the curriculum. The goal is to encourage young people to use the welsh language confidently and with ease. I have chosen three topics from the article, that I thought were the most influential to discuss in further detail.
It is apparent that children are leaving schools at the age of 16 unable to use welsh in the world of work. (Lewis,2015) Donaldson recognised this and agreed that at the age of 16 children should be confident welsh speakers. He supports this in Donaldson's recommendations (2015, p108) 'successful futures' by stating "the aim is to enable young people to use the language in their personal lives, socially and in the work place". Children are learning welsh but not necessarily being taught about topics that they would require a basic understanding in, in order to communicate in a profession out of school. From experience when I was in school “I never had the opportunity to learn about phrases and terms relevant to the world of work in comprehensive school, instead I discussed where I went on holiday or what my favourite food was. I required more relevant knowledge but unfortunately there wasn’t enough trained welsh staff nor was there enough time allocated to learn welsh.” Estyn(2017, p2)’ supplementary guidance’ explains that there are many advantages for learners increasing their competence in welsh language, including “commercial value in the employment market and improving language skills for the work environment.” Many employers are keen to hire individuals who can speak more than one language, if you had a competent ability to speak welsh there would be an added appeal to hire you and in turn better job opportunities. Sioned Davies supports this in the ‘One language for all’ report (Davies,2013) by highlighting that the ability to speak welsh is “adventurous both for future employment and gaining appreciation for welsh identity.” Josh Parry(2013) articulates that very few young people leaving English-medium schools can speak welsh. He adds "the system needs transforming, not retaining." There is an urgent need for change in English-medium schools to encourage the use of welsh language in social and work contexts. The prospect of learning a new language can seem scary if you have little practice of speaking it, encouraging welsh to be spoken frequently in English-medium schools will help young people to use it in a working environment.
[bookmark: _Hlk531362512]Lewis (2015) explains that we need to “equip our teaching profession with better skills”. If the teachers are not confident at using the language, then how can we expect children to be? “A number of innovative projects are running to improve the teaching and language of welsh in English-medium schools.”(Lewis,2015). The welsh government has established the sabbaticals scheme. Which helps develop welsh second language and methodology training to practitioners who need more knowledge or confidence. “Where practitioners in schools receive regular training and support, they are more confident in teaching welsh.” (Estyn, 2013.P9) If the teacher is happy and enthusiastic teaching the welsh language then the children will be more engaged and encouraged to use it. Davies (2013) supports the need for teacher training in her ‘one language for all’ report by recommending additional training for secondary teachers who have not specialised in teaching welsh second language, implementing the sabbatical scheme and giving opportunities for teachers to observe high quality welsh lessons. Donaldson (2015) says that there is an urgency to improve the quality of welsh language being taught in English-medium schools. He explains that there should be more relevant topics being discussed in the curriculum, particularly for older children. From memory when I was in school, I didn’t have enough welsh taught to me in primary school to be able to speak it confidently in comprehensive school. The teachers in comprehensive school taught welsh effectively with confidence and enthusiasm. The only issue I encountered was the lack of lessons I had which had a detrimental effect on my learning. The only time I spoke welsh was during my welsh lessons. If there was more of a push to speak elements of welsh in other subjects, I would have found using the language significantly easier. “Experts agree it is important to ‘embed’ language into daily activities, through games, songs and incidental use, such as answering the register and giving praise and simple instructions.” (Hofkins,2007).  The quality of welsh being spoken in the classroom starts with the teacher, so it is vital that they receive the support and training necessary in order to pass their knowledge on to their pupils confidently.
“The new curriculum will see the introduction of a Languages, Literacy and Communications Area of Learning and Experience which will contain clear and distinct progression reference points and achievement outcomes for developing Welsh language skills over time.”(Lewis,2015.p2) This means that welsh will be encouraged in other areas of learning and not just during welsh lessons. “When I was in school there was a lack of welsh lessons. I completed a full course welsh GCSE in short course time which was one mere hour a week. I wasn’t encouraged to speak or use welsh other than when I was in a welsh classroom.”
“Staff are not devoting enough time to teach welsh effectively.” There is not enough direct teaching of welsh within focussed activities or in continuous enhanced activities.”(Estyn,2013,p34)Particularly in comprehensive schools welsh is taught in isolation. If welsh was used throughout the day in schools’ children will be more inclined to speak it at home. The new curriculum encourages continuous development throughout school and will push children to use it during other lessons and not just in their welsh class. If children are educated about these things from a young age, they are more likely to use them voluntarily as it will be easier for them to understand. 
I have evaluated Huw Davies' article and concluded that the new curriculum will benefit welsh speakers by giving them more opportunities and a wider knowledge of the welsh language and culture. The purpose is to encourage children and young people to be eager to speak welsh not just within the classroom but in other environments too. Equipping teachers with better training will help to create an improved ethos for both the teacher and the students. Overall the article implements the benefits of the change in the curriculum and highlights the obvious need for better training, wholistic learning and an increase in welsh speaking staff. There are many people and organisations involved who are trying to make Wales a more prosperous Country, if teaching Welsh is put in to practice in the way the new curriculum has discussed then English-medium schools and pupils attending them will have a more positive experience using the welsh language. This will have a knock-on effect for future generations resulting in successful teaching and learning of the welsh language in English medium schools.
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